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Senate Opens Lnpeaclunent Trial of Clinton 

White House Seeks to Bar Witnesses 
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By Brian Knowlton 
inienurioiul HenU Tribunr 




xneet af» tbe swearii^-m for a rare private 
session in 'Ae Oki Senate Ghaoaber te sedc a 
WASHINGTON— .Th^oZIZZrril^rr «»W»n«e on the condnct of the trial ft 
ident Bill nimrw. was wo3d tbenbe ontlincd in an ofBcia) wnmnons 

to be sent to the White House. 

‘swcwe be&re rw!rf*^ theirright hands and Bat ondetsooring die sharp p^T fiffan divi- 

Slate 

It began m the House, Democrats 
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,. '?? in^a^ justice” in the second 
g«^ m.peachnte., trial in *e hiatey of 

charged with detennining whettier 
^.Clinton committed peQuiy and obstrected 
jtts^ la seeking to conceal his idadonslup 
wm a young intera, Monica Lewinsl^ — and 
ifso, whether he should be removed from 
office. 

Hie White House looked on with grave 
coucem as the schedule and broad nnrtiwi*^ of 
the inmeachment trial were still bring H^mtH 
even after the swearing-in and as Chief Justice 
WiIHani Rehnqnist adjourned the trial until 
next Thursday. 

“Y ou cannot have a process that's fair to 
someone involved in that process where the 
rules get made up as you go,” said Joeljock- 
hait, the prerid^'s spokesman. 

The Republican leadershro was pntting th^ 
ftnislui^ touchy on a plan mat would pM m it 
me calling of witnesess — including certainly 
Ms. Lewinsl^ — but the White House warned 
shaiply that if witnesses were called, any effort 
^.co ntain th e trial's length wonld be futile and 
Jhy attempt to rnaiiitain a bipartisan tone would 
" likely sui^. 

”tf they insist on ixinging witnesses,” Mr. 
Lockhart said. * *it will si gnificantly arti wiri and 
delay this process and all bets are 6ft” 
R^niblicans had urged all 100 senates to 


offer. 

Tl te Sei tete majoiiiy leader, Trent Lott of 
Mississ^i, ^tuined to seek siqipott foe a 
plan.c allmg for a full trial to be opened ^th 
argnmeats from the House prosecolois and the 


Chitf Justice Rehnqnist is a contririlii^ 

S resence. 2. .• Hot trial tfcket& Page 

. • Repiriilicans sour on cens ur e. Pa^ 3L 

White House, but with no decision until af- 
terward about whether to allow witnesses. The 
proo^ presumably would end in final votes on 
each ioqieadimeDt cha^ votes that hfr. Cl^ 
toil is eaqiect^ to. survive. 

**Let’s b^m to hear die case and we'll make 
decisions as we go forward,” the MSst^^pin 
Rejwblican udd reporters afttt die articles were 
read. *T*m not sure that you can preordain or 
lock in everything win happen down die 
line.'* He said he hoped to coo^lete a pn^iosal 
by the ^.of the day. 

. • The assistant Republican leader, Don 
-Nicides of O Mahoma, said the ‘'would 
hcqiefiilly be wrmped up 1^ Feb. S and no later 
thwFeb. 12, ana fiankfy ft could be done much 
sooner than diaL” 



K.* 

^ CLINTON, Page 3 The House Judiciary Committee chairman, Henry Hyde, at the lectern, and House managers on the floor of the Senate on Thursday. 
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AOEMPA 

New Turkish Bole 
On ^^ild Stage 

Once a .faasfa;^ actor on- die. 
worid sta^ Hnke9;hdfr b^iiin 
flriung fts muscle wheorirri ft re^ 
the need, in: a series of.bhmt warn- 
ings ixcmcmifopimsiire 
notary stnkeSf'lniki^ 
using theft growing power to 
achieve vAat they consider vital 
pbii^ go^ Altboi^ die conntiy 
has bra wjdiom a fonc.tionmg 
enunem for the pa^ ^ wras,'its 
oewfoimd assemyeness in foirign 
policy is lilsly to cootinne no mat- 
ter who emeiges as. the next prime 
minister. Page S. 



. RESIGI<HNG — Abdnl Rahim 
. Noor, wfio resided his post 
l^itrsday as Malaysia’s inspec- 
■inr ganar al tit pcdUx OVCT the 
.'Ainvw Xbrahim case. Pi^ A 

Freelown Cease-Fire 

' ' .Pi^^ Ahmad Kabbah 

ef&eira Leone said Thursday to 

& and tito lebel leader Foday 
foul ordered a ceaso-firern 
-feetown, bnt a rebel comm ander , 
va^-he had doubts that the iriwi 
foader had issued the order. Page 2. 
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The Success of the Euro 
Tempts the 3 Holdouts 


BylbiiiBaedde' 

/iiRniado?i0//fmU TKSm 


LONDON Far sotmo: tiian ex- 
pected, die smo^ laimcfa of. tiie. enro 
fliis week is eoebmaging countries .on 
the outside to. consftler jnnqniig on the 
bandwagon. 

Speculation about Sweden's entry in- 
to the euro- zone swept the county's 
financial marineitg Thnreday after Prime 
MinisteT. Goian Persson said his gov- 
erning Social Democratic Party should 
malm an eail^ decision on>whetfaer to 
join the single conency, 

Nft. Peisson's*cc«nments in an inr 
terview late Wednesday ftdowed a 
strong pn>«uio staternent from Aime 
Minister Pmil Nynm Rasmussen of 
nri^boring Denmark last week. Both 
provided clear evidence tiiat die cm^- 
rency’s strong drinrt was .hrightaaing 
fears of economic and politic, n^- 
ginalizatioQ among countries outside 
5ie w-iynnmic and monetary union. 
There were also si|ns at a dedave 



ente supported jrinins die euro, die first 
such poll result there. 

. ''There is a certain amount of pa^ 
attMwg europhiles in the 'out* countries 
abont getting in,” said Mark Cliffe; the 
European economist at the ING 


Barnigs investment bank in- Loodon. 

Mr. Persson said the Social Demo- 
cnits should hold a qiecial congress 
early next year, more tikn a year ;mead 
of previous plans, to decide whetiier to 
s u pp or t entry inlo the euro zone, a de- 
cisian that could lead to a natftto lef- 
eradnm tiiat year. 

"They are pnqiaring the party, and 
pabSc 0 [»nion, to enter EMU,” or eo>- 
nomic and mooetaiy unimi, said 
Nyman, chief economist at Sveoska 
Hahdelsbankea.-He estimated the like- 
lihood of Swedish enhy by 2002, the 
year euro notes and coins are to be 
introdui^ tobe ''at leastTS pecceoL*’ 

.fo Britain, meanwhile, debate about 
the euro also a^ipeared set to intensify as 
bfmis in the Cny of Londmi warm to toe 
. new cmrency and toe government pre- 
pares to pubtish a changeover rian in 
coming weris outiuiing bow Britain 
would introduce the enro if it decided to 
join. One seniorLabonr iiraiber of iW- 
1 lament ftiis week publicly urged the 
goyemment to abandon its wait-and-see 
stance and give a clear timetable for 
Britisheotiy. 

Sofor, PiftxiB Minister Tony Blair has 
shown no snch inclination, hi addition 
to his nsual cauti<» regarding tiie enro, 
the government has bra sl^en by u 
string of rerignfoions in the past two 

See EURO, Page 10. 



Viaettt YVIh AoadMei hw 

A trader celebrating in Hong Kong 
on Thorsday as the market rallied. 


Bank ofFingland 
Cuts Bate Again 

Fw the fonrto time in as many 
mftnriiK , the Bank England 
lowered a k^ interest rate Thurs- 
day as Britain’s teonomy contin- 
ned its .slide toward much-foared 
recession. Page 11. 


Obuchi Calls for Currency Cooperation 

Japan’s loader Seeks a ‘Tripolar’ Systemtd Ke^ Up With Dollar and Euro 


By Alan Feiedpfon 

beenu^pnalDertdd'MMae 

AsTrisyoscambledtokeepitscur- 
reocy fira beoaniDg an ako-nn, France 
and Japan on Thnesmy jrintiy cato to 

toe Group of Sera leading indnstrial 
(jeoKiciacto to agree bo retonis of the 
global monetary system that they said 
would stabilize, exchange rales' of tiw 

euro, yea and dollar. 

On the fiist day of a.weeklong swing 
through . Eun^, and as toe dollar 

toucheda27-monthlowagamsttoyen, 
Printe Minister Keizo Oboclnm Japm 

joined frtiadent Jacques Chirac of 


Aaoce in calling in Paris to new co- 
qpezatiOD with otiier members of the- 
<hotp of Seven to establirii a “new 
tomewQtktomatnalcot^peration'’ on 
cunency maikets. 

“Anitoer staholiw of forrign-ex- 
chai^e inaikris is of impoirtance not 

ooly to each of onr economies but also to 
the entire world eccnomy,” the two 
leadris said in a statemenL 
.* . Mr. Ch ii?e alro called to a summit 
fi w iin g , pnssiMy in the antnmn in Auis. 
of toe more tiian 20 rnember countries in 
the Interim Committee of toe hneiua- 
tk^ Mf»ett^ Fimd to agto onrefonss 
m toe inteniatiMial iQODetaty Qrstem. The 


gnrnmiflMvgmnpgtytfhmdiistr^ 
emBag in g-maHcel' nations. 

The two leaders stoiped shon.of en- 
dorsing Germany’s recent suggestions 
of a system toat would create target 
bmds wft^wfaiito the yen, the euro and 
toe (foliar would flucciiate. But an aide to 
the Beach presideDt said the case for 
retom of the world CDXKDcy system 
wooldbemadebyMr.piiracoaKb. 19 
when he met with Ftendeot Bill Clinton 
at the White House. 

. In Washington, howevo-, U.S. of- 
ficials are uncertain what the ibet- 

See YEN, Page 17 


From Seoul to Jakarta, 
Inyestors Buoy Markets 

But Analysts Say ‘Beckoning’ StUl Must Come 


By Mark Landler 

Nete York Times Saviee 


HONG KONG — The bulls stam- 
peded across Asia on Thnrsday, as stock 
maricets from Seonl to Siiigapore reg- 
istered powerful gains. But rather than 
chetf toe frothy performance, many 
analysts hoe are alarmed the grow- 
ing (tisparily between the bniiyant mar- 
k^ and Asia's still-sinking ecmio- 
mies. 

Several experts warned that the re- 
gion could face a jolting retrendiment 
when investees finally st<^ for a reality- 
check. 

"We certainly don't think this rally 
will extend beyo^ toe second auarter,” 
said hfichael Sargent, toe heaa of Asia- 
Pacific equiiy research at Salomon 
Smito Bam^ in Hcng Kong. "Asia 
hasn't had its day of reck(Kiing yet” 

On Thursday, tiiough, investois be- 
haved as thou^ the crisis was a 
mere memory. Emboldened by record- 
setting gains in the United States on 
Wednesday, they poured money into 
shares in Hoi^ Kong, Jakarta, Seoul, 
Sing^iore, Tkipri. and Manila. Shares 
in Jakarta le(q>M more than 7 percent, 
Hong Kong and Seoul each rose 4 per- 
cent, and Singapoe jumped 3.6 per- 
cenL 

Tokyo’s Nikkei index registered a 
more moilest 0.S1 percent gain, while 
shares in Ban^tok and Knala Lumpnr 
closed down ^ghtly. 

Analysts srid those results, which 
followed robust ^dns Wednesday, re- 
flected a recognition that the region's 
markets are out of sync with the im- 
derlying economies. 

Id most of Asia, however, investors 
have barely paused to catch their breath 
since shares first began moving up last 
Sept^ber. The region’s maikets^ve 
sustained die rally in the face of a re- 
lendess stream of dismal economic 
news, a foat that has left econtiniists and 
pcatfolio managers here baffled. 

"Fm really ready to throw in the 
towel and say, 'Notoing matters any- 
more bat positive investor sentiment.’” 
said Mac Overton, a portfolio manager 
at MBF Unit Triist in Hong Kong. "Tbe 
stock maricet has continued to increase 
despite three straight quarters of lower 
corporate eamirtgs.” 

See ASIA, Page 10 


Qiina Detaius Top Police Aide in Corruption Inquiry 


By jeton Pomfeet' 

vuiKtifi«umn ftar Sendee 


rHDING — Gomnmnist Party anti-cornrptiou in- 
vra^tois have detained toe hi^eri imlrag scconly 



TVo sources, one Western ana 
Ti-hrtn a d^ty nunister of toe Pnbto Security Bu- 
police, had beM talra “to 
S?^nartv’s C£ml Commission for Diaci^ 


Noone answered tiie phone Hinisday at the spokes- 
man’s office of toe Public Security hCnistty. The press 
office at the State Coimcil, the cabinet, de- 

clined to cemmeaL 

lfMr.Li'sairestisebiiflcmed,h.'.- would be the most 
s»ior seenrity persmiael in Comunist Oiina's his- 
tory to have bra detained oa investigation for cor- 
n^tion. The arrest of such a fai^iaitomg officer, a 
dqmty minister in efou^ of bmo^ securfty and anti- 
smuggling operations, urould a clear inmeadon of 
the depth (tf. Beijing's worries alxint malfrasance and 




China’s breakneck devefopment over toe last 20 
ye^ has improved toe lives of many of the 13 billioa 
citizens. But when the pflramftnnt iwMter Deng Xiao- 


ping exhorted prople that “togetricb is glorioas,” he 
setoff an explosion of get-rich-quick-senemes, scams, 
nepotism and mofiteeimg that is threatening the future 
ofthe nation. Presideat Jiang Zemin readify acknowl- 
edges that ramrat comiptioo endangers toe power 
and mestige ca the Communi.’g Party, and he has 
desenbed a nationwide anti-graft drive now onder way 
as a “life and death straggle.” 

The state-run press has unveiled estimates of the 
cost of comiptioa to China, and toe nmtibers are 
st^oiiig. 

Smuggling, fw example, is believed to account ft>r 
S30 billion a year in goods. This indndes cars, oil and 

See CHINA, Psige 10 


The Dollar 


Nbw^ 'niusiqe4PJiL pravtoudoM 


Ewo 


1.1705 


1.1617 


Pound 


1.651 


1.655 


Yen 


110.95 


112.9 


DM 


1.651 


1BB59 


FF 


S.603B 


5.6451 


AAc; per pound mtd per am. 


The Dow 


TlHiiitecig» panenletoige 


—7.21 


9,537.76 


— 0BB% 


S&P 500 


tnreantd ia ngs 


— ^61 1,269.73 


• 021 % 


pemntehanBB 


1-524 2,326.10 


+ 023% 


U.S. Admits 
Spies Worked 
As Inspectors 
Of Iraqi Arms 


By Tim Weiner 

Nev York Tuna Service 


WASHINGTON — U.S. officials 
now admit that American spies worked 
ondeFcover on teams of United Nations 
arms inspectors seeking secret Iraqi 
weapons programs. 

Iraq has Ic^ cemdemned tiie inspec- 
tors as tools of American intelligence. In 
October it issued a statement saying that 
it would never cooperate with UN teams 
riddled with "American spies and 
agents.” 

Arnerican officials said Wednesday 
that U.S. intelligence agencies provided 
information and technology to toe UN 
Special Commission, known as Un- 
scom, charged with monitoring Iraqi 
disarmarnenL In turn, they said, tiie 
United States and otoer countries re- 
ceived information on Iraqi weapons 
programs from the inspectors. 

By being part of tiie team, toe Amer- 
icans grined firsthand knowledge of the 
investigation and a protected presence 
inside B^hdad. 

IntelUgence-gathering devices sup- 
plied to the inspectors by Washington 
gave toe Uniied States a better under- 
standing of the sites for weapo^ of 
mass detiuction, U.S. officials said. 

The commission has been a unique 
attempt Ity the United Nations to es- 
tablish an intemationa] intelligence- 
g^ering and analysis operation. Its 
. missioa was to uncover Iraqi weapons 
wgKois that continued afta the Gulf 
war of 1991 , in which Iraq’s occupation 
of Kuwait was ended. Scientists, mil- 

See IRAQ. Page 10 
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Chief Justice Rehnquisl / ^ Controlling Presence 


Jurist Who Swears by Precision 
Presides Over Clinton Trial 


By Joan Bisku^ic 
Wia^iuigtoit Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — When Chief 
Justice William Retamiiist entered 
the Senate chamber Inursday, his 
nresencehelpedtransfoonwl^has 
been primaru^ a political drama into a more 
solemn, jndic^ proceeding. 

^OTtly after Jnstice Rehoqmst took his di^, 
elevated above the rows of wooden (teks, be 
asked senators to swear dial they would reader 
'^impartial justice** as jurors evalnating the fate 
of apresident, 

ThaicotiL immediately distinguished the Sen- 
ate role fttm Aat 'of the House, since the con- 
stitution gives the House the power to iomeadi, 
or indict, a pobiic official, and reserves vx tat 
the neutral role ci detenmning whether 
diose all egations are tine and what should be 
done about itaeni. 


It foils to Justice Rehnqoist, who wears a black 
robe personalized with ronr gold snipes on time 


sleeves, to ke^ order in the chamba, rule on 
questions of evidence and control the pace of the 
triaL A man who believes in premsion and punc- 
tnaJity, Justice Rehnquist is likely to ke» sen- 
ators in line and adherent to a strict Schedule 
once one is set The chief justice aito is charged 


with the task of receiving wrinai questions from 
senators to be asked of any udmesses. it comes 
to it. Justice Rehnquist bu the power to Ineak a 
tie vote. 

The Supreme Court has long been on the 
pei^heiy of die scandal wignffing the While 
Koi^ with rulings and ^ler actions that have 
worked against Ptesideat Bill Clinton and ul- 
timately fovoted die ind^iendent counsel, Eea- 
nedi Starr. Foremost among them was the court's 
unanimous dedsion to allow Paula Jones's sent- 
al harassment lawsuit to ptoce^ Now the third 
branch of die govenoment is involved dirongh 
die person of the 74-y^-dd chief justice; a 
terge sto(q>ed man who is known for his biunc- 
and ^o is requited by the constitutkxi fo 
preside over the trial of a president. 

**Nodiing enqfoasiz^ more how. high the 
stakes are than having the highest judicial officer 
sidiim,** said Demis Hutchinson, a law |sb- 



WilUam Rehnquistf the 
senior judicial official in. 
the JhtUed States, 
jiresuiuigf over the Senale 
' impeadment trial of die 
president Ihursdu^. A 
sddder for punduaUty, he 
is expected to he^ 
sentUors in line and make, 
them adhere to a strict 
schedule once one is . 
established, Ifit becomes 
necessary, he has the 
power to break a <ie vote. 


Yh \«Hri«r4nai 


at the University of Chicago.' Only once 
“ ■ lemer to 


before has die Senate considered whe 
remove a president from office, in. 1868, when 
Andrew Johnson nanxiwly ehid^ conviction. 

' The historic proceeding Thnisday came 27 
years to die day after Justice Rdfoqoist ftet todr 
his own judicial oaih. the Wisconsui native and 
Stanford University law graduate was appointed 
to the nation’s highest oomt by Ptedd^ Ricb- 


aid N»on in 1972 and devated to chief by 

President Ronald Reagan in 1986. 

The difof jnstice already discussed some pie- 
liminaiy mattutTK uddi Senate leaders. He re- 
viewed the Senate rules, going over isipeach- 
ineot precedents and calling through his own 
xesearm 

As an amatwir histoiiaii. Justice Rdmquist 
wtotea 1992 book on impeadmeuL That loine, 
eaotitied ’’Grand Inquests,*' gives little sign of 
how he will preside over the coaeat but it 
does reveal his general concern that impeadi- 
ment bc reserved for the extreme cases and not 
motivated by politics. He conclnded that die 
Johnson in^eadunent was so politically driven 


Hottest Ticket in Town: A Seat in Senate Ckillery 


RetSers 

W ASHINGTON — The most son^t 
after ticket in this dty may be one 
allowii^ the bearer to watchhisuxy 
unfold as the U.S. Senate conducts 
its impeachment trial of Ptesident Bill Clinton. 

The tidttts will be good for admission to 
galliHies that overlook the Senate chamber’s 
flora', where the first impeachment trial in 131 


years is beiire held. For each day diat die trial is 
condocted, 5C ‘ 


»0 of the roughly 596 seats in the 
Senate galleries will be reserve for the public on 
a first-come, first-sraved basis. As always, thrae 
will be no charge. 

The irat of the tickets will be allocated to 
guests of members of Congress, die White 
House, the Supreme Court and the news media. 

In 1868, the Senate used tickets for the public 
to tty to keiqp ordra during the impeaefameot trial 
of Pxesideat Andrew Jr&isoa, But accounts of 
the trial r^ect a less-tban-ordeily crowd. Gal- 
leries were packed, and thoosai^ of people 
milled just outside foe dtamber. 

’’There’s a sketch that appeared in Haiper’s 
Weekly in which people were knockuj^ each 
ofoer down to get tfai^ was such tren^dbos 

interest in the snbject,'* Donald Riidne, an as- 
sociate Senate historian, said. 

But aides to several senatras said tii^ had so 
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Fifty of the 596 

gallery seats will 
be allotted to 
the public ona 
ftrst-come, first- 
served ba^ No 

talking , pagers 

or cell phones 
are allowed 




TbeNewYaeTiOMi 


for heard of little hei^tened interest fiom con- 
stitueuts for gallt^ seats. Still, foe places are 
esqiected to be filled 

Each senator will get one pennaneat seat for 
^ests in foe gaDeiy, and tfai^ t^ber seats on a 
rotating basis. Twenty sears will be reserved for 
tile House of Representatives, nine for foe Su- 
preme Court ana 20 for the White House, ac- 
cording to a circulated plan. People in seats 
reserved fra tile public vriU be moved oat after an . 
unspecified time to iking in new spectators. 

News raganizaiions scrambled to reserve 
seats in the ftequendy enqity Senate press gal- 


lery immediately aftra tbe House voted last 
monfo to ixqieach Mr. Clinton 'for allegations 
stemming fom bis relationship wifo the former 
White House mtem Monica Lewinsky 
- Iaadditk»tofoe82seat5mthegadeiyfortbe 
daily newspapers, 16 ayMMonal stanfong-room 
tickets be (fi^ribaiied to repraters. The peri- 
odical jitess is to receive 13 seats, and radio and 
televkum coirespoodens get 2S. Under cmieac 
lules, j^KitpgKqihens may nra pkfones 
tbeg^eries. No tape recorders, cellular phones or 
pagers are poininedmjfoegaUeiies,oJfiiaa]ssaidj 
and Dp l^ong of disnfptions wiH be allowedL 


timt if Jefonsoa bad been convicted, ”a kxig 
shadow woold have been east over the inde- 
pendence” of the presideocy. ... 

The justice’s writings sugg^ tiat he 
will view his role as largely ministerial and that 
te 'win not attenqit to make decisioas tiiat 
strongly fovor one side over anofoer. In a 1993 
high court decision. Justice Rehnquist empha- 
sized the Senate's “sole power” m impMCh- 
meot trials. And if he intervened in a way. that 
a g itated tiie Senate, bis ruling could'be over- 
tunied Ity a majority vote of the seoairas. 

The chief justice has emcdiasized tiiat un- 
p ftschmeitt is not “a referendum on the public 
official’s perfoonance m office,” but rafoer a 
form of judicial inquiiy in wbicb the House 
makra specific chaurges and the Senate decides 
whether foe charges have been proved. It takes a 
two-thirds vote of the Senate to convict 


U NTIL Thursday, Justice Rebnqnist had 
been offotag^ But now that be has 
bMun i»eadmg; he ^11 plqr a large 
aim memorable role. At the Supreme 
Court, be pounces on lawyers who confuse foeir 
focb, ptribte holes in Sawed reasoning and.coa- 
stantiy admonisbes qiectattxs to ke^muet The 
retired Justice Bynm White mice described 
Justice Rehnquist as “a highly conditioned cross 
between a quarter hrase ai^ a radiig tiiorou^- 
hred," able to master a variety of complicated 
tasks and quote fiom memory any number of 

bom his v nlnmWm s. r ewAing. Indeed, 

die^i^s rqwtation for efficiehey and a ran^ of 


pastimes, fiomi jpoker to painting, is I^eodary. 
Ifo gets (^nnirais written and leav» foe 


before tbe sun goes down. 

The Suneme Court itsdf is expected to keqi 
to ite regmar schedule, just as it on otherrare 

occasions when a justice was absent because of 
odier obliguions or iUnes&. arguments 
erally are offered in the mcrniii^ so Justice 
Rdinquist could preside at both institutions if tiie 
Senate tiid to^ place in foe afternoon. Even if 
Justice Rehnquist does not join his eight col- 
leagues on foe bench, he can vote on the cases. 

Still, some of foe most important disputes of 
the term are before tiiejustices tius ihonfo, and 
foe timing is not ideal ^ a chief j^ce who is 
knownasacontroUing-presencen.r.- . 


Israeli Courts and Orthodox Jews Clash Once Ag^ 


By Deborah Sontag 

NewYoATlmaSenke 


JERUSALEM — The chief judge of 
the Jerus^em district court has stiudt a 
profbuiid nerve with a lul^ that un- 
dernuDed the overarchiiig power cf tbe 
Orthodox Cihief Rabbinate to determine 
who is a Jew. 

The conversion issue had been sitting 
on a shelf in Parliament all year, but tiie 
judge’s action last week provrdted tbe 
reli^ous foction there to take it down 
and dust it off. 


roliug, foe strong religious factions in 
the Pariiament seek to restore foat 
power through legislation. And each 
punch and connteqniiicb reawaken tbe 
nmesolved CD Iture wartitat ejnsodJcally 
rends the fabric of Israeli society. 

Given foe ferocity of the battle, many 
believe that it can cbly end in a show- 
down in which Israel will be fotced to 
recondle tiie craittadictioas of bmhg the 
Jewish homeland and a secular democ- 


emment to accept and roister as Jews 
people who had been converted to Juda- 
ism m Israd by Reftxm or Conservative 
rabbis. 

What the religioas parties want to do 
is to codify in law ^ rabbinate’s ex- 
clusive authority.over conversions — at 
a moment when many Israelis are brid- 
ling at foe rabbinate's exchisive control 
over such riuials as marriage. 

It is not clear whether Parliament 'will 
act now on a conversion bill or will 
delay a vote until a new Parliament is 
in May. Bat what is clear is that 
there is a pattern of ont^t combat 
involving tiie couits, tiie reli^ous 
parties and the Israeli pnblic. 

Is niling after ruling, foe courts are 
striking at the power and the ptiril^es 
of the rigovoosly Ortiiodox. After each 


■backlash 

agsuost foe new politic power of the 
•Strictly Ortitodox will find eiquession in 
laws foat disentangle reUgion and state 
to some degree. 

“As a i^nlt of tire increasins polit- 
ical power in the hands of tbe Orthodox 
and ultra-Ordiodo^ you’re seeing a 
cnnfcQntatiop jp iighing Israel in tbe di- 
rection of getimg the government some- 
what out ra the business of reUgkm,'' 
Rabbi JbnteT SdKusch, chancellra of die 
Jewish Theological Semmaiy in New 
York, said in an interview in maei fois 
week. 

In the last few inraittis, tiie degaons 
have tumbled fast and foiioas finom die 
Israeli courts. In addition to the coa- 
version decision, tiie courts have re- 
centiy ordered the inchirion of Refbon 
and CODseivativeiepteseotatives on tiie 
powerful numidpaT religious coancils; 
declared foe ainiy service eixeniptkuis of 


sizictiy Oiihodkxt yeshrea students to be 
iUegal and luled tim lobbutz shops co^ 
be open for business on the Sabbath. 

AW in eacfo case the religions parties 
have moved to block foe court’s rulings, 
sometimes wifonot only foe backing but 
also the direct assistance of Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu. . 

Some here have Likened the conflict 
to foe diteling between Congress and foe 
Snpreme Court in foe Unitm States over 
sack issues as civil rights and abortion. 

’ *lsD *t this the lesson one recalls firan 
American histof 3 r?'’ asked Rabbi Uzi 
Rf^ev, a leaf^ of the R^brm move- 
ment here. “A recakitraDt Congr^ 
motivated by less titan noble consid- 
eratiens ai^ a court that emerges as the 
beacon of light and defend of civil 
liberties.” 

But here the core issoe, tiie rela- 
tiondiip between religion state, is 
central to foe identity ^ the couiitry and 
aSwodeCD Judaism, 

It rubs at two key fiictions — that 
between secular and religioas Israelis 
and that between different kinds of niac- 
tidiig Jewst the observant but mooeni, 
tihefoer Ref ram. Conservative ra Or- 
thodox, and (hoM vriio dedicate their 
lives to strict observance of centuries-, 
old Jewish laws. 

By their very existmee, thecourts are 
a threat to foe strictly Orthodox when 
tiiey rule on religious matteni. The laws 


tiiey iuterpret are secular and not re- 
ligioas, and tbe princqtlcs (hat they 
hold are democratic ara not theocratic. 

- But an active court, like the Sui 
Court under Chief Justice 
Barak, is particularly offensive to re- 
ligioas punsts because, in foeir view, it 
se^ to mandate a lecoociliatioo of die 
irreconcilable. Strictly Orthodox Jews 
argue that subn^ug Judaism to a civil 
lib^es test subverts tbe essence of the 
religKKL Th^ believe Judaism to be 
Imilt on God-given tulra th^ should bot 
be beuL 

To tbe strictly Orthodox, Judaism is 
bofo a -privily and a ypk& They see 
beauty m rigid observance of Jewish 
law, even ra ^ledally -when obedience 
istaoing. 

Many feel misunderstood in what 
they see as their belief in absolute stan- 
dard, which leads them to consider 
Refram and Conservative Judaism a di- 
hitioD of tiie real tiu!^ 

“The modem Jew ohdezstands why 
in basetah the base paths cannot be 
shortened fra the slow runners and tte 
outfit fisoces brongjht in Ibr weaker 
hitters,” Jonatiiaa Rdenblam, ah Or- 
thodox intellectual, wrote sardonically 
in The Jerusalem Post, “bot not why 
anyone should ^er be told fo^ are not 
Jewish. 

“Baseball is important; its rules are 

Bimyfanrt iyn 'L” 


A Healthy Outlook 
For Wine Drinkets 


Rmeri 


LONDON — A glass and a half 
idbeli 


of vtine a could help stave oft 
neurodegenerative diseaires such as 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson's, ac- 
crading to research publisbed 
TliDrsday. 

Italian scieatists, iqiocting in the 
British journal New dentist, said 
a natural chemical product ity 
rihes . and GOQCeotrmed in bofo 
and wine triggers a seven- 
increase in tbe activity and 
efifectiyeness of an eazynre called 
ni mirinase. -Mapkmase stimulus 
and i^enerates nerve cdls. 

Alberto Bertelli and his team at 
MQan Univecsity said -th^ had 
tested the . chemical, called reser- 
vatrok on hurnan iieiiia] iierves and 
fbhnd that it made cells giow.sznall 
extensions tinoogh wbihh they 
could connect with' neighbocii^ 
orils. He said the raocess could be 
iqilicated in peb^ by drinking a 
gl^ and a hw ra wine a day. 

Mr. BerteUi said: .“Resravairol 
allows Che brain cells to get them- 
selves connected to one anot^ 
again. It is this recoostniction that 
reactivates the atnlity of the elderly 
to remember.” 


Rebel Chief 
Casts Doubt 

On Cease-Fire 
In Siora Leone 


Roum 

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone Pi^ 
ideat Ahmad P sod the detained 

rebel leader Foday SaiifcQh'fadered'aa 
jwirtwiiiite cease-fire Hiursday alte 
tyro days of fitting in tiie Siem Leone 
Ant had left dozens of bodiet 
lying is the streets. 

Residente of the battered city peeted 
the nevTs wifo euphoria, but foeir cel- 
ebrations quickly dissipated as a rebri 
commander cast donbu on whether it 
would lake effect 

Kabbah annotmoed foat after 
' hftWing taifcs with Mt. Saiikob, who had 
been sentenced to death for treason, foe 
twohad^eedto.aceaserfire:. . 

Speaking to Renters TelevisiOD, the 
mestdent read out a statement in whidt 

. w leader said: “Bofo parties 
ordered an immediate cease-fire so as to 
this carnage and this fooUfo 
stzuction Of our. very -limited resour- 
ces.” 

' Civitians poured uuo tiie streets lo 
celelHate. But the n^el commander 
Sam Bockarie, whose men attacked the 
catytal befrae dawn Wednesday, ques- 
tioned whetiier the truce was aufoentic. 

He told BBC Radio, widely listened 
to in Freetown, that Mr. Kabbah's woid 
alone of the truce was not acceptable 
* *lf I see him in person,” he stud of Mr. 
Sanko^ *TU taike ord^” 

Mr. Bockarie said his men, reported 
by Freetown residents to be lefinating 
from counterattacking West African inr 
tervention troops, would coatinae fight- 
ing. 

Mr. Kabbah had told reporters that 
Mr.' Saskdh would be released after 
seven days if certain oonditioDs wen 
met The rebel leader has been-oa det^ 
row since October; W 

The president was speaking at foS 
Lungi aiipoft, across an esrnmy from 
Freetown, where he is sheltering from 
the fighting. 

At least a dozen p^le — nriteb and 
civilians . — 'were latM, Thursday af-. 
nmoon when a plaire of the prb-gov- 
eminent Eepmog Nigerian-led pnoe- 
keeping fbite bombed part of tiie cify. 

In foe rdml-held Eastend district of 
Btetown, witnesses said tiiousands of 
poc^lfi had gathered ou street coraen, 
many of tiiem dancing, to cd<4»atc 
news of the cease-fire. 

In foe Westend section, controll^ bf 
govenunent and Ecomog forces, one. 
man said: “We have been locked up in. 
our houses for. the past two days ydtii 
very Uttie fo^ and water, and there 
now dancing ill tiie streets around 
areas.” 

A seiuor officer with the We^ Af- 
rican peacekeeping force tiiat has been 
baoling tiie rebels said: “We will heed 
the cease-fire and keep a. low profilB 
militarily, while watching deirek^ 
meats on foe ground closely.” 

Earlier. Mr. Kabbah said he was pre- 
peued to release Mr. Sankoh ffhe agi^ 
to ceit^ conditions, including an im- 
mediate cease-fire, foe adoption of tiie 
1996 agreement known as the Al^jan 
Charter and consultations with ^ c^ 
inei. Mr. Sankoh said be and Mr. Kab- 
bah had agreed to imptement die 1996 
accrad signed in the Ivoiy Coost capital 
that was to have ended years of civil 
war. 

Mr. Sankoh’s rebels rallied to a cfoip 
mounted in May 1M7 ity disskkot 
diets against Mr. Kabbah. The Ecomog 
forces restored Mr. Kabbah to power in 
March. 

In tiie latest fighting, Britain has ajp 
cused Liberia — a nej^bor.of Siem 
Leone — of supporting the rebels and 
told it to stop. The United States also 
said it was ur^r^ Liberia to-stq> the 
.rebels from receiving siqiport tiiioQgh 
its OBTiitoiy. 

Fighting continued Thursday, befrae 
announcranent of the cease-fit^ - along 
the boundary between central and east- 
ern Freetown, with witnesses l e p rat i ng 
Ecranog armored combat vehicles, ad- 


at' 


vaodmg past buining buildings into tiie 
Eastend district. 


Residents said TetreaXiDg rebels bad 
used civilians as human after 

fracing tbem our of foeir homes. . . 


Bob Edwards 
in Edinburgh? 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 


WEATHER 


Greek Air Traffic Control Griddzed 


Europe 


ANKARA (Reuters) — Turicey accused Greece on Thurs- 
day of failing in its air traffic control respcmsibilities over the 
Aegean Sea and said rfo'dvil aviation autiiorities could do tbe 
job better. 

“B is true lhat Greece cannot fulfill its technical re- 
reonsatuUties in the Athens Flight Isfbrmatioii R^ou,” the 
*nnkish Fore^ hCnistxy said in a «fai«»TTM»nt **Deq)ite 
Gieeceproviding a seivire for only 7 percent of European air 
traffic. It is on record that it is reqtonsmle for ^ pezeeat of tiie 
delays.” 
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Forecast for Satire^ Ihreugh Monji^, as pravUto fy AccuVVaaiher 
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Asia 


BUDAPEST (AIT) — The ioqiact oi a fbur-day-old tram 
strike in Hongaiy deepened Thursday as all integoiatioflal rail 
traffic to and fix^ the country was stopped, $tate-nm Hun- 
garian Railways said. 

Cross-border trains were stopped firxn mirinight Wed- 
nesday, three days after the start of the action over wage 
demands, said Janos Szabo, dqiuty naffic crauxol mam^er. 


Spanish rail woffrers began a 24-hour strike at -3 PM. 


Thursday in a dispute overjoy and conditions, nnlona 
The state company Rei^ said 50 percent to 75 percent of 


txfons would run as sdieduted. 


(Reuters) 


United Airlines is wwirfng puUng TniwrnaKnniil Airport, 
ju^ outride'Washii^to the base of its East Coast operations, 
initially increasing Ity 60 percent the number of dranestic 
flights at the airport by Unreed, the largest U.S. aiil^, and 
possibly adding utw-fm shuttle service to Boston, New York 
and Atlanta witinn a year. (WP) 
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Senate Republicans Cooling to Censure^ Fearing Move Is Unconstitutional 


^tocPianin 

an*ohnF.Hanis 


WASHINGTON - Manv I^ZIT ^ZZrr 
ms Save soured on ifeSL 
msure. reismu the diniiu.f 


Wills I 
•Jitll I ], 


inct, many 


' — wuiuo DC me most ap- 
j.to the peddeiit’s miscon- 
iicans said in interviews 


J 'Democrats and White 

<»« sir has gone oSt rf^sS 

•' ... ^®”»stl^emocratscbntmnetoareaefl^ 

' wonld^aS^S^^ 

1^- u \i ^ *e preddeiit’s miscon- 

... ,■]■ ■ ' Repobhcans saU in interviews this 

• 

HH:| TiIt Trains 
t;,:'J|vAre Flawed, 

= 0 lil 3 :AnrtrakSays 

mI ui 't ‘ By Don Phiffi^ 

«« h.r;,. v..J^i,j^ Washirgron Pog Service 

WASfflNGTON^Amtrak’snewtflt 
••Hi. .1. .► . , ' Wins, designed to bring a new level of 

ri! i.iL speed and smoothness to the W ateMngfon- 

Krii'i' ' : i Bostoncocridor late this year, wwh nilt 4 

•w i* . • "■ inches loo wide and win be unable to go 

^ -aioand some curves ^ £aa as planned. 

■ .< I-..)- i I Is.. Affltrak and the l ^A» ra 1 P«il*tLi.4 a»i_ 


week that th^ believe censure is unoonstita- 
lional and a dangerous necedent nt)nld be 
used in die fbtnie. 

Moreover, many R^pabScaos said that re- 
gardle ss of ^ outcone of the trial, they would 
oouUiine to oppose censue. It codld voted 
afiainsc Mr. C3mt(Mi deqate ao^oaL 

**Bveo if fl» president were to acqnined, 1 
wool^'t rappcst a censore restdution, becausci 
think it’s said Senator Robert 

Smith. R^nblican of New HanmAire and one 
of the president’s severest ciidcs'iadie Senate. 

Senatn* Robert Bennett of Utah, one of die 
few Rg nihlica ns to openly embrace censure as a 
fallback, said he worries that ]i^. fimtnn might 
otherwise escape any fcttm of punishment. While 
some Rqrabhcans aigue dial die Htnise hn- 
peacfament vote its^ is. fer more damnmg than 
any censure resolution. Mr. BennM does not. 


If Mr. Qintoa is acqmited, Mr. Beonea said. 
*^The spjTUDasters at the White House would 
then attempt -to tell us that this preadenthas 


vindicated.*’ The monnting Senate c^iposition to 
censure edioes seotinients in the House, wbm 
RepuUican leaders denied the Democrats a floor 
vote on a censure Fesolotion last mondi 

Hie House voted Dec. 19 to approve two 
ardcles of impeachment, charging Mr. Clinton 
widi lying aodef oath about his sexual rela- 
tionship widi Monica Lewinsky, a former vhiite 
House mtem, and obstructing justice. 

In a speech Wednesday, die Judiciary Com- 
mittee ffhftirman, R^uesentative Henry Hyde, 
RqiuUican of Bliiteis. reiterated hk view that 
censure faces ctnsdmtional problems. 

’’The coosdtndoo {apvidn me way ro deal 
urith a fuoblemO tti cef m ng cleansbg the oSk^ 
andthatisioqMachmeot,” Mr! Hydbsaid. 

Sources to Mr.Clinton*s defense agree 
that the moakotum for censore has slowed in 
recent d^.*Bm some V^te House affigiahe 
candon Ac eeh^ may be temporary, the 
lesalt of being ovenhadowed ^ ^ laiger ques- 
tion of how the Senate trial will pr o cee d . 

The unlike die House, does not have a 


rignificant faction of liberals who will re}cct 
censure as undeserved punishmenL And con- 
servative RepnUicans who question whether 
censure is constituiMHial mi^ soften their stand 
if they view it as the only way of on record 

to condemn Mr. CUnion's c^ucL The official 
White House line is dtet censure would be a good 
thing ~ a way of ending a y^ of controvert’ 
and officially recogniang the inappropriate con- 
duct that Mr. CUoton has acknowledged. 

Bnt White House aides have also emfdiasized 
repeatedly that Mr. ClinHm’s wilhng^iess to ac- 
ce^ censore do» not mean he will admit lying 
tnuftf oath — a cmditioo that many censov 
proponents have suggested. 

And some Clinton loyalists say the idea that 
the president might avo^ conviction as well as 
censnre is an ^ipealing prospect — altiiough 
they insisted tb^ they were offering dieir own 
views xaiher than spetJdng for Mr. Clinton. 

One White Honse aide said that Mr. Clintcm’s 
alMl^ to affect the censure debate is spriedy 
limited. ’^It’s up to Congress to deride what they 


believe,” said a senior White Honse official. 

For now, Republman feelings appear to run 
high against any fomi of cehsipe. And even if all 
4S Senate Demiocrats were to agree to a censnre. 
whidi seems unlikely, th^ w(wd still need the 
support of at least 6 Rmblieans to pass the 
measure, whkh may not be ea^. 

”lf the chame is lying to his conntry, his 
cabinet and Ids family, wbu seriousness could be 
ascribed to an agreed statement of rebuke like 
censure?** asked Senator Judd Gregg, Repub- 
lican of New Ibinpritiie and a focofcensoie. 

Seoamr Charles Gras^, Republican of 
Iowa, said, “The only thing we can do os an 
inmeachm^ body is vote guilty or not guilty. 
Domg anything else doesn’t nilfill the con- 
stitutional mocess.” 

Senator Byron Doigan of North Dakota, a 
member of the Democratic leadership, said that 
vthm’s a fairly widespread feeling’^ammig the 
Denwerate dial dte pr^ident should be censured 
in die likely event he survives his Senate ordeaL 
But a few are cool to the idea. 
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TiltTr airis 


Amtrak Says 

By Don PhnHp g 

WasAirtgron Post Sfrvice 

WASHWGTON — Amtrak’s new tilt 
trains, designed to bring a new levd of 


^ .. 




Boston corridor late this year, were boilt4 
inches too wide and win be finable to go 
-aroond some curves as faa as planned, 
Asdiak and the Federal Raih^ Ad- 
mhiistratioa officials have cf>rrfimvi«t 
The excess 10 centimeters will ferce 
Amtrak to speed up as much as $12 
miUkm in track and clearance projects in 
order to maintain a new three-hour ex- 
schedule between New York and 
Boston promised under dte $710 million 
cmtract for the trains. Sharp curves now 
hold die route's dme-to abost fear and a 
.half hours. The trains are designed to 
reach qieeds of up to ISO ikules QAO 
.kUometers) per hour. 

David Amtrak’s vice prerident 
for hi^speed rail, srid ‘ ’these may wdl 
be legal issues” widi die manufactarca:. 
Bombardier Inc. of Montreal, but the' 
prmect will not be delayed. 

fcmRdia’, a qxdieswoman forBom- 
bardier, said ^ compat^ was mystified ' 
^ Andcak’s and U^. government of- 
fiaals’ argmnent diat there is a problem. 
She said teat Bombardier bdieved it had 
met sDedficatiofis and teat rimnlatioDs 


iBeHii^ifc/rteAwpQMe<ftw« 


R^nblicaii members of the Efeuse Judiciary OMninittee waUdng to the Senate on Thursday to ddiver artkies of impeadiment 
Fnmi riglrt^ tbe first sn representatives are Geor^ Gekas, Cbarfes Canady, Ed Bryant, Steve Bujter, Steve Cbabot and Bob Barr. 

CXJNTON: President’s Trial Opens and White House Seeks to Bar Witnesses 


Continued IWim Page 1 

If witnesses are allowed, tee Senate process 
could kst six nK»tlis or more. White House . 
spokesmen said, inteifaiDg with tee nor mal 
conduct of business by all three Ixancbes of 
government.' 

It is generally befieved that a longer tii^ 
possibly iixdudmg intimate details of lifr. Qin- 
tod’s sexual. irJatioaiship with Msl l.ewiiisky. 


had shown- tfatf a somewhat wider car \»nnld hi» T¥inn» damaging m Mr fTImtondian a 

bo^’*wiU have iweriea on tiro tirne.* tnmcidBdproCess. But Senate Rqniblicaos, 18 
Tto coQtEacu with great of whom face hl“2000, are' a^ 

.fanfare 1^ Vice President Ad Gore in keenty aware that roost -Americans have in- 
^1996, naiu fior 20 t rains enmeisting of dicated m poUs that teey qpposc a protracted 
two loororotives. few coaches, a dining trial, arid opporeomriction as well 
car a jfirst-class car. With a higher White House iavityers met late Wednesday 
speed and a tilt cm curves fer passenger wite a small l^i^san gfoap of senaiws to 
cmxifert, the new tram sets wOl ledace discuss how tee trial will mocm. 
die cunent 12S milo-per-bour Met- bfr.lx>ckh« said latw that to roeed the trial, 

roJioer equipment between Wadungton tee presidears lawyere would be willing to 
and Nev^ork, allowing a two hour and accept the documentary record from tee in- 
45 minute trip time. dqieodeot counsel, Kenneth Stair, witeout 

' Ahboueh ^ New Yoik-Wariiingtcm diallenge, but only if witnesses were ifispensed 


two locmnotives. fear coaiches, a dining trial,! 
car and a jfirst^lass car. Wirii a higher ^ 
speed and a tilt cm curves fer passenger wite s 
cmnfert, tlte new tram sets wOl ledace discus 
die current 12S milo-per-bour Met- Mr. 
roJioer equipment between Wadiington tee pi 
tuctYcA, allowing a two hour and accep 
45 minute trip time. dqieo 

' Ahbough tee New Yoik-Wariiingtcm 
rimPBc are only 14 minu tes fester than with. 
cniROttimes,tbenewsrisaree9q)ectediD Tin 
ridefersmooteerthanthecai^cai&By Comi 
fiwtfw* iTtna improved trip times will be ecutoi 


7b* Aasiinnl Mm 


cniRmtiiiMS,tbenewsetsaiee9q)ectediD The 13 Houw ’’manageis.” tee Jadidaiy 
ridefersiiKX)teerthantiiBcaiTentcar5.By Commioee members who will serve as pios- 
fer tee nrosciomrovedizro times will be ecutors of the trial, have said they believe teey 
on tee curvy New Yoik-Boston route. cannot properly make their case witeout calling 

Mr: Carol said Amtrak offidals (fis- witntoses.andsevezalSenateRiqniblicaiissup- 
coverrf the width problem after most of porttfaem.. , 

thetrainseis were undercoostructioa. He In a somber White House, die presideot hos- 

saidilKfiistindicationofitarosein^:^ ted an education event Thursday. Mr. Clmton 
1997 The oroblem, he said, is teal with has doggedly sought to portray m axr of nw- 
•teeeifiafiin'iiiches.teeliamcann^ mahty amid tte gme ^develop ments of the 

tee planned degrees maximum wite- pa«year.andhetedsoTlim^. •_ , 

•outVSSg wh^ called tec “clear- The jaccess attee other end of 
^ e^3^” Undw what is essen- Avenue was sometemg never seen by any livmg 

Thechamber was gaveledio order at 10 AMI 

teffltwopasshigSnsa)^ by the prudent pro ^SenOT 

and tee mond. “Senates wril be m order," he ared 

™At9ri,Mr.Tlrar^istheI^igs^^ 

problems have been found 

any design changes. tt^-set 

errinrance tesK are schediil^ to 

on tee Washington-Bo^ co^ 

ridi, and regular servKe IS sriie^^ 

be {teased in beginning m Octooer. 


^WOIiam JejSeison Clinton 
has imdenmined the 
integrity of his office, has 
brought disrepute on the 
presideacy, .has betrayed his 
trust as prerident, and has 
acted in a manner 
sobyersive of the mle of law 
and justice, to the manifest 
injiny of the people of the 
United States.’ — Henry 
Hyde, reading from the 
artkdes of impeachment. 


Mr Tbmmcmd recognized the 13 House hasbeenassignedapaiticnlarareatofocasooiD 
managftrg — aU of them Republican membeis dre trial, whether rules and history of xmpeach- 
of the Judiciary Cimzmittee — who had crossed meat, the handling of wimesses or the preseut- 
froffi their side of tee Ci^olte tee Senate side atica of asguments. 


asagroop.Eadioftliel3,allofteemlawyer6, The sergeant-at-«nns, James Zislar, then 


called for silence from senators and tee spec- 
tator gallery “ under pain of im priKniwiiyinr * aS 
Representative Henry Ifyde, Rqmblkan of 
Ilimois and chairman of tee House Judiciary 
fTQmmittfte, rCad the articles impeac^euL 

Mr. Hyde read the first article, saj^ teat 
Mr. Clinton, ‘ *in violation of his constitutional 
duty to take care that the laws be feitefuUy 
executed, has willfully corrupted and manip- 
ulated tee judicial process of the United States 
for his perrooal gain and exoneratioa, impeding 
the adminis irarifwi ftf justice. 

' ' ’to dbmg this, William Jefferson Clinton has 
uodennined the integrity'of his office, has 
brought disrepute ou die {nesidency, has be- 
trayed his trust as president, and has acted in a 
manner subvoslve of the rule of law and justice, 
to tee fflanifest injury of teepeqrle oftfaeUnited 
States.” 

Mr. Hyde continued, reading the second 
article, saying teat Mr. Clinioo "engaged per- 
sonally. and dirougb his rabordmaies and 
agents, in a course of conduct or scheme de- 
signed to delay, imp^, cover up, and conceal 
tee existence of evidence and testimony re- 
lated to a federal civil-rigbts action brought 
against him in a duly instituted judicial pro- 
ceeding.” 

Mr. Hyde’s fellow managers stood stiffly in a 
- semicircle to his right 

Senators sat silently as hfr. Hyde uttered tee 
constitutional standi — ”hi^ crimes and 
misdoneanots" — te^ are to apply in de- 
tesmining whether Mr. Qinton slmuld be re- 
moved from office. 

. Later, Justice ReZmquxst arrived and was 
sworn in by hfr. Thurmond to preside over the 
trial “Do yon solemnly swear that in all dungs 
pertaining to the trial of the impeachment of 
William JeffersOT Clintoi^ now {ending, teat 
you will do impartial justice according to tee 
^nstitirtion and laws, so help you G^?” Mr. 
Tbunirood said gravely. 

“1 do.” Justice Relmquist replied. 

Tbursday was a day ot soleinn^, with even 
tee most voluble legislators seemi^y sobered 
the large coastiuitiooal and jiidi^ prin- 
ciples at stake, the histerical nalnie of the mo- 
ment, the nnderiying qnesiioa of how an orant 
president shall te held to account, and bow far 
tee {lowers of tee legislative braricb extend in 
doing so. 

But tee largely political nature of the way this 
process has unfurled remained clearly in 
view. 
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List your website and e-mail address 
in our new “Prime Sites” section every Thursday. 

For Rates and Deadlines, contact: 


Europe: 

. Sarah Wershof 
Td-- (44-171)420 0326 
Fta: (44-171) 420 am 


IVortb America: 

Sandy O'Hara 

TeL (1-212) 7S2 3890 or 800 5T2 7212 
Fax: (1-212) 7i>587a5 


e-mail: TheJNTERMARKET@iht.com 





the WORKH’S DAII.Y NEWSI’AEKH 


A Longer Wait for Medicare? 

WASHINGTON — A'federal commission woiki^ to 
reform Medicare has raised the {losribility of requiring 
Americans lo wait I<»ga before the govemmeni begins 
to pay for their health insurance by increasing the eli- 
gibiliiy itge from 65 to 67. 

The two chainnen and most members of tee com- 
mission indicated they favor such a change if it were 
plULWd in slowly over the next quarter-century. Dela^g 
eUgibilityis tee latest stiactty considered the bipartisan 
cormnission, a{ipointed by Congreu arid the White House, 
to find ways to raivteTntgfe Medicare and eiuble it to 
withstand the financial pressures once the baby-boom 
generation begins reaching old age in about a decnefr. 

Commisribn members acknowledged that postpoiiing 
eligibility would help the program’s financial suteility 
only slightly, becanse 65- and ^year-ol^ tend lo be tee 
healthiest patients in the program and to use the least 
medical care. Nevertheless, members said during a two- 
day meeting teat ended Wednesday teat such a change 
w^d paraUel a oadual a^ increase Congress already 
has approved for Social Swuiity benefits. 

Senator John Breai:^ Democrat of Louisiana, a com- 
mission rhninwan said most people live several years 
longer, and tens receive substantially more federal help, 
titan when Medicare, which provides health insurance for 
elderly and disabled Ameiuans, was established three 
decades ago. 

Several commission members said tee idea would be 
more palatable if the goveroment created some other 
means to help older {>eople obtain affordable insurance 
while the^ waited to join. (WPl 

Hillary Qinton Isn’t Running 

— Aides and close friends of Ifiilary 


i^obu.^ Clinton dismiss speculation that she will seek 
political office, suggesting instead that she will seek an 
mternational stage to dianqrion hex causes. 

Ilrere has been iricieasmg speculation in recent weds 
that Mrs. Clinton, found tote tee most admired wornan in 
America tty a year-end Gallup PoR will run for political 
office. 

Her name has been raised by some as apossible U.S. 
Senate candidaie, wite tee lead editorial in Ine New York 
Times on Tuesday asking "Senator Rodham?” — a 
reference to specidation she would seek the Senate seat 
being vacated by Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan of 
New York in 2000. 

There also have been published iqxnts Mra. Clinton is 
inrerested in nmning the Senate from California. 
Masrachusetts or Illinois. 

“The only thing I want to say is teat she has no plans to 
run” for el^ve of^, said Marsha Berry, tee first 
lady's press secretaiy, who has been flooded queries. 

“Tbat’s really the trutii of the matter.” (Reuters) 


Quote / Unquote 


Representative Henry Hyd^ chairman of the House 
Judiciary Comnuttee, iuiroducu^ the House case against 
President Bill Clinton in tee Senate; "That conclndra the 
exposition of the articles of im{>eacliment against William 
Jraerson Clintpn. Tbe managers request that the Senate 
take or^ for the trial" (AP) 
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At a Shrine Village, Mao Lives! 

Even EUewhere. in ChinJo^ ^New Left^ Keeps the Flame Burning 


By Erik Eckholm 

iVt ir YoA-Timri Stfrvii-e 

NANJIE. China — In ihe center of 
this well-kept community stands a giant 
statue of Mao Zedong, conqilete with 
honor guard, that was erects only in 
1993 — long after many places had rom 
down monu^nts to the bte chairman. 

Along the surrounding avenues stand 
tidy aparrmenrs and humming factories. 
Nearly every wall is freshly painted 
with slogans’ from the 1960s IUk “Put 
Ideology First" and "Let Chairman 
Mao Thought Radiate Forever." 

In an age often marited by an eco- 
nomic free-for-all, the village of Nanjie 
is a dinosaur: Its farm, its factories, its 
housing are all collectively owned and 
manage. 

Residents must attend regular study 
sessions of Mao’s teachings, and their 
take-home pay does not exceed S30 a 
monib. But each family receives the 
needs of life fiee, including identical 
homes, television sets, flour and eg^, 
busts of Chairman Mao and a daily 


Indonesia Frees 133 
After Aceh Violence 

LHOKSEUMAWE, Indonesia — 
The Indonesian military on Thursday 
released 133 of the 137 arrested after a 
week of separatist violence in Aceh 
and said it had no intention of putting 
the rebellious province back under its 
control. 

"The miiitaiy' operation status will 
not return to Aceh, and there are no 
plans to do so," the chief military 
spokesman. Major General Syamsid 
Ma'arif. said. 

More than 20 people have been 
killed in the past week in a rash of 
violence in the resource-rich province. 
The military says the unrest was 
sparked by separatist rebels. (Reutersi 

India Party Protests 
Closer Cricket Ties 

NEW DELHI — Memliers of a 
rightist Indianparty opposed to closer 
ties wi& Pakistan dug up a cricket 


bottle of beer per penon. Billed as a 
socialist success, Naiyie, in the central 
province of Henan, is often cited as a 
paragon by China’s "leftists" — the 
dwindling, old-guard Commimisc crit- 
ics of Qumi's ftom ideology and 

state p lanning . 

As an admirer recently wrote, Nanjie 
is a place of "truly shared prosperity," 
where people “uphold what is public 
and spurn what is private.** 

But the very fame of this strange 
showcase su^ests just how anomalous 
it is today — and how far those leftists 
have fallen as Prsident Jiang Zemin 
leads the country toward a marlut econ- 
omy. China remains under amhoritarian 
one-party rule, uid by people who do not 
hesitate to arrest anyone who threatens 
the primacy of the Communist Party, 
but who have jettison^ most of com- 
munism’s economic principles. leaving 
the remaining “leftists" in despair. 

* ‘The ftindamentalisl left has lost any 
influence over Chinese politics and so- 
ciety," said Xiao Gongqin, a historian 
at Shanghai Normal University. 


pitch in New Delhi ahead of the first 
test match between the two countries 
in a decade, party officials saidThura- 
day. 

About 20 Shiv Sena Party activists 
entered Ferozeshafa Kotla cricket sta- 
dium late Wednesday and hacked the 
ground with shovels. The march. 
schediUed to begin Jan. 28, would be 
the first on Indian soil between the two 
countries since 1989. (Reuters) 

Winter Food Aid 
Goes to Afghans 

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan — The 
United Nations World Food Program 
said Thursday that it had completed 
delivery of emergency winter food aid 
to 120,000 people in central Afghan- 
istan. 

The delivery ov^ three weeks was 
made to people who were facing “a 
winter of extreme hunger and pover- 
ty," a statement by the food ^ency 
said. 

It said 4,000 tons of wheat and high- 
eneigy biscuits had been distributed in 
the Hazarajat region. (Reutersi 


Unlike Russia, where the economy 
collapsed and nostalgia for the cocoon 
of communism is powerftil, C3iina‘s 
economic boom has largely diluted pop- 
ular demands for old-line soluiioiis. 

But even as the old left fades, new 
social critics are emerging who are more 
democratic in their politics but who 
share many of the left's social ideals and 
are appalled by the inequalities and cor- 
Tu^on of China's “market sociahsm." 

Unlike the beleaguered democracy 
dissidents, these new critics — some- 
times called ‘‘new populists" or “new* 
leftists" — have not run afoul of the 
law. 'They spend more time dissecting 
the economy than political trends and 
they are suspicious of free markets and 
global capit^. 

But if the rapid growth that has been 
China's universal solvent should stall 
for long, these critics believe that their 
ideas — speaking to everyday com- 
plaints of the common people — could 
have a broad and explosive appeal 

The old leftists, in Chinese terms, are 
a mostly elderly group of Marxist in- 
tellectuals and retired officutis who re- 
’main deeply committed to state own- 
ership of Key sectors and strong party 
control over society. They still worry 
aboui threats like “bourgeois liberal- 
ization*' and China's “pe^ful evo- 
lution" into a capitalist society — code 
j^ira^ for a steady erosion of Com- 
munist principles, abetted by the West. 

. From the beginning of the reform 
period started by Deng Xiaoping in 
1978 until recently, the leftists' influ- 
ence undulated but ih^ remained a key 
balancing force in Beijing politics, sup- 
ported by powerful part)' elders. 

Now those elder ^trons have mostly 
died. Hie cunent leadership. led by Mr. 
Jian& is certainly commined to the Com- 
mui&t Party's monopoly on power. Bur 
especi^y with the progi^ to drastically 
or sell oft state industries, pait>' 
leaders have abandoned key tenets of 
social]^ the leftists charge. 

The left's chief patron in recent years 
has been Deng Liquo. a once-powerfu) 
confidant of Mao and then Deng Xiaop- 
ing who with Mr. Deng over 

ideology. 

Deng Uqun is now 83 and in pwr 
health, and the Contempora^ Giina 
Research Institute he founded in Beijing 
to propagate leftist views is kept at arms 
length by a wary government. A journal 
associated with ^ institute. Trends in 
Contemporary Thought, remains a lead- 
ing leftist forum, and its editor, Duon 
Ruofoi. has gamely tried to carry on the 



For Yao Tonglin, who has lived in Nanjie for 40 years, Mao Zedong is 
more of a presence than a simple poster on the- wall behind her. 


battle, in a rare interview at the institute, 
Mr. Duan was careful to couch his ob- 
jeaions to Qiina's path in terms of the 
so-called Deng Xiaoping Theory — the 
same vague catch-all that is used by Mr. 
Jiauig to jusrily' his new directions — 
and did nor anack leaders directly. 

"We are the real reformers.” Mr. 
Duan saicL “The problem is that the 
upholders of Marxism have a difterent 
understanding of reform than certain 
literals, who are trying to cransfoim die 
definiag role of public ownership. 

“A ^piralist class has re-emerged in 
China," he said. 

Mr. Duan and his colleagues suffered 
a major rout in iaie 1997, at the iSth . 
Communist Party Congress, when Mr. 
Jiang forinaily embrac^ the wbole^e 
restructuring of state industries. 

Over the previous tw'd years, in a last- 
ditch efton to drum op concern, Mr. 
Duan and otiier leftists circulated four 
unsigned essays exposing what they 
tem^ the dire threats to sociaUsm. 

The essay's, showed the anguish of 
people who felt their deepest beliefs 
were being betray^. One, for exa^Ie. 
complaint . of a "newborn capituist 
class that has been raised on the blood 
and sweat of four decades of tireless 
labor by the wh(^ pec^le." 

Today, there is a broad consensus 
among senior officials and imellecmals 
that the path toward nurket economics 


is China's best hp^ Many of these 
senior officials, western-influenced 
economists and others accept that scmie 
har^^ps and growing inequalt^ nuiy 
' be a necessary ixice.CotTuption is seen 
. as an unfomuiaie side eftect that must 
be fou^L 

But a growing minori^, part of a new 
popuUsm, assert that Cluaa's rarrent 
course is inherently corrupt, enriching 
dw powerful against the. intetests of the 
count's worirers and peasants. 

It is not a unified movemenL Snne 
have styled tiiemselves part of a "new 
left." bnt many others resist being pi- 
geonholed. Some there are positive 
. lessons to be gleanedftom the disastrous 
Mao yeaus — and have even made pil- 
grimages to Nanjie in search of inspir- 
ation — while otters abhor that era. 

But .diey share many socialist ideals 
and argue that capitalism and the opening 
to tire global e c tm ony, as practiced here, 
have allowed an alluuioe of privileged 
office and business executives to get 
' rich at the expense of the little guy. .■ 

“In the 1990s . the economy has 
grown rapidly, but in terms of morality, 
tilings are really nxten," said Yang Fan. 
an economist at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences. 

He said in an mcerview That the coun- 
try is'in the grip of “closet rightists" 
whose aim is “to convert political 
power into personal wealth." 


Police Chief 
Resigns Over 
Anwar Case 


By Thomas Fuller 

lRUfihtntHki!Her,iUifilmnr 

KUALALUMPUR— The toppolicj 
officer in Malaysia resigned Thursday, 
saying he accepted “full responsibiU 
Hy" for the beating of Anwar foraitim, 
the former dcpui)* prime minisier. 

The arrest, beating and rrial of Mr. 
.Anwar on ch^ges of sodomy and cor- 
ruption has bwn an emotion-filk^ 
trauma for a country unaccustomed to 
street demoRstrations and high levels of 
public anger. 

Abdul Rahim • Noor. the . inspector 
general of police, i^ued a terse, two. 
paragraph statement Jxsfore surren^- 
Log hU lirearm. 

‘ 'The horioiable andnu^ general is of 
the opinion that the Royal Malaysian 
Police is fully respon.sible for the in- 
juries to the compfainam while he was 
in legal custody of tiie pttiice,*' tte 
statement said, referring to a govern- 
ment report issued Tuesday, 

“I, as inspector general of the Roydl^; 
Malaysian Police, assume full respond 
sibiUty in respect to die matter refeired 
tbereto." 

• Butcmpositioaleadeisexpresseddis- 
satisfaction with the move and con- 
tinued calls for an independent inquiiy 
into the September beating that left Mr. 
Anwar bloodied and bniis<NL 

“Tins is not enough," said Chandra 
Muzzafar, a political activist and pro- 
fessor at the University of Malaga. 
'‘There are many unanswered ques- 
tions. We'd like to know who beat An- 
war and what the motive was."' 

The inspector general had come un- 
der mounting criticism over the past 12 
months for issues ranging from police 
brut^^ to the handling of ann-gov- 
emment demonstrations in the capital 
hue last year. 

. Mr. Abdul Rahim has been ihe coun-^ 
try's top police officer fM* flve yearsjgp 
. SyedHusmAli.headoftheMalaysrai 
Petrie’s Party, said Thursday that th^ 
were “stra^res^s for the suspicion'.' 
that Mr, Abdul Rahim was “directly 
Fespoosible" for Mr. Anwar's injuries. 

Opposition groups have callra. for .a 
full accounting of Mr. Anwar's injuri^, 
wfai^ shocked the county when th^' 
became pubUc. Before he was dis- 
tiussed from office, Mr. Ahwai was die 
second-highest rankii^ politician in 
Malaysia and the anointed heir to the 
post of prime minister. 
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Hotel de l'Abbaye 



SaintASennam 
10, me CasMUe, 75006 Parts 
Teij+33(0)14544,3&11 ( 

Fax: ^0) 1 45.4&0T.86 
Sitemet httpj^ifsw.Ho Ma t A^ 

E-mail: Hotel.abbaye9wanadoafr 
An 1601 eentiiiy towtioiise between 
raurtyard and gaiden offering a refined 
mbeture of tiadion and modem comfort 
in the heart of (he fashionable Left Bank 
quarter, 46 rooms, 4 of which are suites 
<Nith prWate iBnaoes. 


Ill !:< 


★★★ 

166, BD BERTHIER 
75017 PARtS 


A hotel more like a home... 
Refinement and intitnacy of each room. 

On the top floor, marvelous view and charm 
from “I'appartement de Marie’' 
and“ta ebambre d'AmMie" 

TEU* +33 (0)1.42.67.70.16 Fax: +33 (0)1.44.40.42.77 
Internet: HrrpVAvwwJiotelbanvaieir 


Select Hotel 



1 pl.de iaSorbonne 
75005 Pads 

TU.: +33(0) 146.34.14.80 . . . 

Fax: +33(0) 1 46.3A51.79 
E-mtil:SelecLHotal9wanadoafr 
Contemporary elegance in the heart of 
the Laim Quarter. 67 rooms 
+ 1 duplex suite offering the perfect 
mix cf modem comfort and Old World 
Chaim. The interior garden and foun- 
tain add a soothing touch to ttiis spe- 
cial hotel. 
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ni^raMiWs/brlmeiiMkHiatHeRliTribaiieHadas. 

^pwn n rta *O0inhif Aiaff ANlf (Mdr". 

Id + fO) 1 4) S4 32 95 - Fhi +.t? (0}1 41 26 61 dS 




Tlx Bril bmlion irt fhris. 100 icH pla ce Vgm lotne' and laubour;; Saint-Honof^ 
luUt.nK Lou\.T(,>iindOiuvinuKunis.OFFERSYOU^ffDmDconnlier Wlothccnti 
•ji rdinunT 2 ninls + breakfast + diarapagne: £160*. In a XVIItih century 
clumiiiK; hoKH Mtinu the <ilei$inoe oi the decor goes hand m hand wt^ the bed 
ill niDclOTi comiurt in j quiet and st^i!dic.ilea atmosphere, -nnniniiei ncnw 
‘i^nieSainl-Hyac'inthe 75001 PARIS - Metro: 




HOTEL LE MADISON 
Refined - Attractive attentive welcome 
||ri|| Slightly drawn back from the boulevard, sit- 
^ 3lfu Ilk., ua^ on a quiet square surrounded by 
MadisoTs trees, in the “very center" of ^e St Germain 
' — des Pr6s 

Pitmiotiona] rates from 12 to 27 December 1998 
And JanuerK FebnitVK July end August 1999. 

143 Bd St Gemain 75006 Paris 
Tei: +33(0)1 40 51 60 00 - Fax; +33(0)1 40 51 60 01 
E-maii: resadhotet-madison.com 


^ HOTEL STENDHAL**** 

A ‘‘feitAL Ll rue Danielle C;i<jiv>vu. Pariit 

Td +lVni| F.l\: ih -vi 

f3kiniilH!!b»ldHilb20nMimsnHdailtes.iittiaMln0K 
. bMrtt^Rirts.asu»uitbnm’/nmPlaivVeiitltimf.OetuwH 
tP CTPrunuAi fifieManilfiinliHtktTitifeUts,ABmtrttaffbtit}varienivr 
»»auil)nuriiu)-iHPHf1slspe^t 


Hotel KranfcllD Roosevelt 

■0- In llip \ir\ tioiiri m Uk* prrslidoiis livriiinM nrul cullurjl l':irh«. 
:4 <hk>s ihnm Inun ihr r.ii\M|*S l-li.\SI-2>t. ihr lv>U‘l «IU aiir-in 
\iiu Ia lb uann and citn ric«uini ijieiiiili .si\lr disur. 

~ •-rr- ■ Kdhnticrd hIikv stHMih. ifir luili'l Iiok iihI»\ 4.1 omhilx and :i iqiii- 
tliiiB« miiit+s ill! In m«dHiin\ u<Htd piuirmne lUid siih JuriLod. l{ridlK)i iKir Inii*- 
rfor pallii. and a rnnrnriKv nnwi 

(lolel Franliin RaascirK (H rui* (XmiU-Mimil 73iHlH l*arbi 
11*1 +:<3((i} I :?:< 37 -in riu - ksa +:t:ifi>} 1 47 2u 44 .*tn. 

c-mnll: [raiii'k4;ii)1^uii[.oiin . 


*HA O T E L* 

AviaTic 

/ Paris 


★★★ 


(dealy looted between Montparnasse and SaiK-Ganmln des Pids, this 
diarniing hotel with its de^t decoration offers 43 rooms and suites wid) 
ar oonditioning, all ameniues and a bullet breakbst at attractive prices. 

105 n»de VhiK^-15006 Pwte 
1U 433 (0)153 682850 Far 433 (Q 1 53 83 25 55 
wweaviatiftfr-e+ndbwBleoinpOaWnfeIr . - 


SKI HOLIDAYS *^ 


☆ ☆☆ 


FRENCH ALPS 

Courchevel 1650 - SAVOIE 


HOTEL DU GOLF *** 
h *3 and residences 

Rooms and apartments with balconies, 2 to 8 people. 

Gastronomic restaurant - Bar - Brasserie 
At the bottom of the elopes • Right by ski lifts 
Numerous formulae - Families/Children and Groups. 
haw &m<kSe secern itornZ^f99 to 13/2i99 and from 6G/99 to I^S/99 
Tei: 483 (0)4 79 00 92 92 Fax: -+33 (0)4 79 08 19 ^ 


RELAIS & CHATEAUX 

hotel des neiges 

' COURCHEVEL 1850 - FRANCE 
CHAT&MijCe One Of tiie best hotels in Courchevel 

T4C + 33 (0)04 79 06 03 77 
Fax: + 33 (to 04 79 (» 1 6 70 

Internet htlp://www.integra.fi/reiaischateau)(/Neiges 


^ hotel de varenne*** 

PAMS 7th 

In the heart of Paris, next to the Invalides. La Concorde, 
the Orsay and Rodin museums, the Hotel De Varenne 
welcomes you. in a i^en and warm atmosphere. 
24-rooms harmonlouslyblending comfort and quietness. 
44, me de Botugogne, 75007 PARIS 
TeL: +33 (0) 1 45 51 « 55 - Fu 433 (0) 1 45 51 86 63 



^ Lvjietimriieeiabass\arta.BearlliiJmmiOmrmiems 

■n. Cm anJ ^et HiSef Je Suede k» ehamierm Dimiuiie Snde. 

.tffRkWllrrlnlm^lWd|h/fTe^^pp«fA(rLVluii(h4URS 
Bp Cbammfs^mienoreivnytud 

Hcri hi UE si h OF. HOTEL i)E 51TEDE, 31. he Vanina 75DU7 Paris 
T«t -.i.4iU>l-l?U<noaSF4x.4-X^DtI47i»M>n 
iHiuil bnuuedevadx'oni 


HOLIDAYS 


AIRPORT SERVICES 


AIRPORT CONNECTIQH 


Reliable • Economica 

Airport Shuttle Service 

fl 

OK K p+rperson 
09 r (min 2 ] 


ONE SINGLE 
PERSON 1 50 F 


ENTERTAINMENT 1 HOLIDAY RENTALS 


MASQUEILy>E 
BALL. VEIVICE 


CARNIVAE ’99. 


Palazzo Pisani Moretta on the 
Grand C&nal. Febnmy 10. 1949 
(Mardi Gras). . 

Indiriduat and cotporah: bookings. 
Price: IRflSOperpo;^. 

B. Borza, 5. Lr. Leesert St.. OubQn Z 
Ireland. Fax: 01-6760546. 


French Riviera ft Provence 

' One of the fhieat coHecHoM of 
vUsB & countiy houses with private 
pools in theSouth cf Fiance. 

let +44 118 940 4261 
Fax: +44 118 940 4117 



Bulgaria 


eULGARlAmA SIPESOVlEonmts. 
UnaxoecMd haunr and comlori ut> 
matched etssuhere in Ballons No* 
mxe aifonlaue Ban ew Exchem 
U.S omd SMSfr«yle etaU m Rfla 
Moumam re»Mt sla^ 8 4 nedoonis 
aadi eft pnnie battsm and - 
Jrim noia dhng non giunie'Hcli- 
ei Fn i Wpi y deewied. ^ siMPped 

wUi al> ananUes. Mudin wtMmis 
«d sauna. Ediaonffunr iRfmar and 
vakfrb^ your expeeapong. Fo m 
biiclure am raaenaMe Simsw Hi 
teia. Tei:435024«K298 Fai f3S9^ 
9810482 Webste. Mht^VitastresndiiiL 
ikQieseidasDmjcoiiL 


* Kaigjitsbeldee ■ Kensington 
' • Ch elsea ■ Mayfair 
SHOirr TERM RQ4TALS 
IIWEEK-5MONTHSI 
' Excellent selealon 
offlats&hous^ 

Hobart Slater 0 i 7 1 4>>Q0. 1 200 
wwv.hobaR5la»rco.uk 
Ejnail.dK)iieG5fhobaRsiatecco.uk 


YachtChai^ 


teSCL fWWOPOULOS Ba& Yamt 
(Miners lau prices, mspea «mib tuns- 
Bs to cfarmR Fax 430 w 7801189 


34 rue lean Mermoz 
75006 Pans 

Tel +33iOi1 53 89 95 00 
Fax +33(0M 42 89 33 00 


bi Hotel llesideiice 
iSZlZr La Concorde*** 

.\ear Place tk la Conatnle. 
RoMttJbrtembyuediorntontb. 
lav. +33 (0)1 42 60 38 89 
Fax; +33 (0)1 42 61 46 40 


Holiday Rentals 


J res ffocea de fide 7500/ Are 
• ret +33(0}/ 42 <035/4 
Farr +317 ^ 49/5 04 XI 

hlkleatofAris.betwcateCliHqS' 
Elysta nd Thr LonieiMEeyiL asKaes 
ihov from ibe Open sad the taxviote 
txMjqses of FsabouiLSi-HoMrl. SO 
conTortable roons. 2 sstis levlv 
renovated. Special welcome to IHT 
lealen r 
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ads work 


Caribbean 


CAfUBBEAM -VACATION VfLLAS 

& ffOTELS ■ on ST. SARTHELBXY. 

. F.WlAoderieieetCaiUeanUMda 
Gnat sunns' gedagest Tte bail ite 
in ite tea kcatnna i^Jovdl' i3as hi 
aaiy. Fmce & ibs Englsh coufloysida. 

' Our ageids haw inspected al vks 1 
houls pesonaU). WUCOfSBARTH - 
wmwncwffascom US. at (40H840' 
BDl2to 8476290. bom mVCE 0 BOO 
.90 16 30 


DINING OUT 


Ser jMCnrdav V Inrirrmarkirt 


fi>r .Art*. himcldiJiM, Init.'nuiUnnnJ 
Mevtb^ l\iinL'>aiuiii^ & Domnlinh 
lb m(r+nu« ror(w( Ssr+h %«ndiAC 

0O+1M71 UOaiZB 
orfax+HlTl 120(1338 
A GREAT PE.AL ILtfPE.\S 
AT THE I.VntRUARKrr 


International 
Herald Tribone' 
ads work 
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mmi127/1WAcBrte1S0P 
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1 I ■.’■M 



oMw briwne lunch TV ff *ns 
1 9 re 4 ate Open arevddy 5 ft iitenrW 
Mr 90 r. Msfti « « M 37 3 vT^ 


22 MEUHir-SUR-SBMF 


JARRASSE 


LTCAHABt 
. DEPJU5S 


AjmwifteiiiM 1947 
Aiihehirtef SeseOeHMUuLiftei 
(BrAswaradMe, 
lioM w usudm eiuteew nn i ultiiba. 
13, CVS &dte«tneB. 101 45A8A144 


In Tniii li m ilfiili ijmibfti ii i fni h ilniir 

dilmni Carte 4 MeiN FF 195. VUrt pw' 
khv- Miste fawsan 0pm avwyclM 
IHr &llte MOBI^ A de MteA 
U 01 45 24 07 56 - hac 01 40 M 35 M 
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'mKe B eenddend hf BHoir M be Ihe 
hart brienradwreSm Peril* ‘ 
fp-rihiinTimn/TliAlnr 
14 , HN fiappioBe. 1 01 43 25 44 91 


' I 

fcmmoded bf inaui goMatHK giada 
New Mh I eeiM fa bidk Fame ^ iMB. 
79. e« OuMaSfc, Hedf I OlAlUUL 
1 71, Bft SoBm tahhli. 1 0I47J127.1Z 
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Once-Bashful Turkey 
Makes Waves Ahroad 

Shahy at Home^ Ankara Ever Bolder in Rejsion 


Kinzer 

■ -.1 

-■ toonilg 
by former Prime Minister Bulem Ecevit 

dShcv i “ foreign 

■ SSn ^ continue no matter 

ister. *be next prime min- 

^hftil actor on the world 
m??^i begun flexing its 

s^ies of blunt warnings of economic 
“ti even military strikes, 

. Turkish lender are using tfieir growine 

■ PO'^®'" *p achieve what they consid^ 
vii^ policy gcwls. Thus far they have 

surprisingly good resuns. 

; This success is all the more remark- 
?i? ^ of «iecp political problems 

that afnic! the country. Prime Minister 
Mesui Y ilmaz. faced with allegations of 
lost a conridence vote Nov. 

m Parliament. Hehasbeenservineas 

• a caretaker since then. 

Weeks of poiiticai maneuvering may 
finally be producing a new government 

■ ^.Ecevii said Thursday that he believed 
he had finally put together a cabinet that 

• could win parliamentary approv al He 
hopes to complete the task by lYiday and 

. win a confidence vote next week. 

Turkey has not had a stable gov- 
ernment since the 199.^ election. But 

■ despite this domestic uncertainty, Turk- 
ish foreign policy has become tougher 
and more forceful than ever. 

Its most recent success came on the 

- tense island of Cyprus, which is divided 

• between Turkish and Greek sectors. The 
Greek-backed government there h^ 

• planned to deploy Russian anti-airciafi 


^Sieorge Bates, 69, 

; Dies; Former IHT 
' Managing Editor 

The Aistvlumi Pirss 

BOSTON — George W. Bates, 69, a 

• newsman who started delivering papers 
< ns a boy and rose to the rank of making 

edilorat the Imeraaiional Herald 1>ibuae 
in Phris, has died here of cancer. 

‘ ' He was a real perfectionist and did a 
(remendous job to make sure everything 
was 'absolutely right and historicity 
correct,** said Nonnan Gray, news m- 
itor at: the Boston Herald, where Mr. 
Bates last worked. ' * 

. *■, The longtime editor was' bom and 
'‘^educated in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
' ^ graduated in 1950 from Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. He served in theU.S. Navy in the 
Mediterranean duri^ the Korean War. 

Afterward, he joined The Tennessean 
of Nashville as a sports npottsT, and in 
- 1959 went to The h^ami Herald as a ■ 
news editor. 

1“ In 1964. Mr. Bates joined the defunct 
i New Yoric Herald Tribune. A year later 
I he. was named managing editor of die 
i Paris Herald Tribune, now the hiter- 
’ national Herald Tribune. Throughout. 
I ' his career. Mr. Bates was known for his 

». strong grasp of interaational affairs. Us- 
i ' ing this talent, he took a leading Mrt in 

• ^ guiding the paper as it moved a 
[ niuTowly oriented role in Paris into a 
. slobal newspaper. 

\ “ ,^fter his return to the United States in 

’ 1977, he was managing editor of the 

■ short-lived Trib in New York City. He 
. then became a news and features editor 
1 . i«t the Boston Herald, where he worked 
■ ^ntil Dec. .^1. . „ 

, • -Hehadareallygoodeyeforsiones, 

• - said Bob Sales, former executive edrtor 

of the Boston Herald. “He nndersK^ 

• ihe dynamic of the Intematicmal stuff, 

• which was imusual in those days.” 


musiles. Ttirkey responded pnxn- 
i^g to bomb them. Last week, the 
Cypnots backed down. 

Turkey cannot cla^ full criedit for 
staring down die Cypriots, beranse die 
United States and some European coun- 
tries had also urged cancefiatron of the 
deployment. Bin Turkish lead^ have 
won other important battles on their 
own. 

In October, Turkish generais and 
political leaders demanded that neigh- 
boring Syria expel the Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocaian, who has di- 
rected a 14-year guerrilla war in south- 
eastern Turkey. They strongly hinted 
that Turkey would attack Syria if it did 
not comply. To reinforce rheir message, 
they sent soldiers to the Syrian border. 

With an alacriiy that some in the 
region found astorushing, Syria quickly 
knuckled under and expell^ Mr. Oca- 
ian. 

From Syria. Mr. Ocaian flew to Rus- 
sia. Turkish officials warned the Rus- 
sians that if they allowed Mr. Ocaian to 
stay. Turkey would demand insrant re- 
payment of Russian debts and force the 
scores of Turkish companies operating 
in Russia to cease orations imme- 
diately. Within days, Mr. Ocaian was on 
the road again. 

His next stop was Italy, and imme- 
diately after he landed there, Turkish 
leaden demanded that Italy send him 
home to face trial. But Italy, which is 
governed by a left-leaning co^ition that 
includes some who sympathize with 
Kurdish rebels, proved less pliant and 
refused to extractite Mr. Ocaian. 

Outraged Turks have threatened to 
ban Italian imports, which are worth 
many millions of dollars to Italian 
companies, and to reject Italian bids for 
huge Turkish militaiy contracts. News- 
papers here are full of predictions that 
Italy will soon see the error of its ways 
and send Mr. Ocaian away. 

Turkey also is using high-pressure 
tactics to persuade foreign oil compa- 
nies that mey should build their main 
export pipeline for Caspian crude 
through Turkey rather thsm choosing 
another route. 

The oil companies want to build a 
shorter and cheaper pipeline to Georgia, 
and then send their crude in tankers 
across the Black Sea and through the 
l^sponis. the narrow strait that bisects 
Istanbul. But Foreign Minister Ismail 
asserted that &e Bosporus is al- 
ready full and that Turkey will no longer 
“oani any priority to oil tankers." 

LMer the Turks went further. They 
told .Amoco Corp. and British Petro- 
leum Po.. in the ; 

Caspian on consortium that are now 
combined as BP Amoco PLC, that if 
^bsy continued to support a non-Tuikish 
pipeline route, Ankara would revdee 
their permits to explore for oil in Turk- 
ish waters. In addition, officials said 
they would disqualify Amoco’s bid to 
b^d a new $500 million liquid natural 
gas terminal here. 

By some standards, Turkey is well 
positioned to use such tough tactics. 
Despite its debilitated politic s^tem. 
it has a str(»g economy, a population of 
^ million- and 370,000 soldiers under 
arms, more than any other NATO courr- 
ixy except the United States. 

At die same time, Turkey’s region^ 
rivals are extraordinarily weak. Iraq is 
suffering under crushing United Na- 
tions sanctions, Iran is tom by internal 
conflict and Russia is in political, mil- 
itaiy and economic disairay. 

“Even as recently as 1990, the Turk- 
ish state was largely Third World mil- 
itarily and economically,'' said Alan 
MakovsW of the W.sshmgton Institute 
for Near East Policy. “It had no modem 
weaponiy, it faced countries that were 
well-ann^ and backed by the Soviets, 
and it was basically inward-looking. 
Now all of that has changed." 



Z 'TM I- Tl:. 


TENSE KOSOVO — Police stopping traffic Thursday in front of a barricade .set up by angry Serb 
villagers who blocked the main Prisrina-Skopje highway to protest the death of a Serb during an ethnic- 
AJb^ian attack on a power plant. By midday, the prote^ was spreading to other Serb villages in the urea. 

War Hero ‘Monty’ Drew Up Racist Plan 


Rcuien 

LONDON — Field Marshal Bernard 
Montgomery, a Brirish commander in 
World War II and known as Monty, 
submined a racist masterplan for Africa 
that so embarrassed, the postwar gov- 
ernment that it had to keep watch on him 
to ensure he did not repeat his imperial 
notions in public. 

Public records made public Thursday 
revealed that Field hiushal Mont- 
gomery — who was revered as a hero 
ror leading British troops to victory over 
the Germans in North Africa — su^ 
mined an imperial plan to turn the con- 
tinent into a white supremacist buJw'ark 
against communism. 

A secret, two-month-long tour of 1 1 
African countries in 1947 led him to 
conclude that the African ‘*U a com- 
plete savage and is quite unable of de- 
veloping the country himself," the of- 
ficial papers reveal^. 

His attitude to African independence 
movements was revealed in a recom- 


mendation to the government that said, 
“We should have no nonsense with ihe 
United Nations Oiganizaiion about 
Tanganyika: it should be absorbed into 
the British bosom." 

Field Marshal Montgomery was par- 
ticularly scathing about the Ethiopian 
leader Haile Selassie, whom he coiled a 
pathetic figure. "To give the emperor 
any more lands would be utterly ab- 
surd,” he said. His confidential report 
was diplomatically rebuffed by the f^l- 
war British Labour government, whose 
official policy was to build self-gov- 
enuneni in Afiica. 

But senior ministers were so con- 
cerned about Field Marshal Mont- 
gomery's report that his lectures were 
watch^ to ensure he did not repeat his 
racist views fiublicly. His African tour 
was kept secret fiom ail but a handful of 
government ministers. 

The release of the secrerpapers under 
Britain's 50 year-rule severely risked 
damaging Reid Marshal Montgomery's 


reputation as a war hero. Lord Gialfont, 
a former Labour foreign minister and 
biographer of Field Marshal Moni> 
gomerv’, said an icon had tumbled. 

“A lot of people will find it ex- 
tremely surprising." Lord Cbalfom 
said. "His reputation is irrcdeemubly 
damaged. 1 find it very disappointing 
and depressing." 

Field Marshal Montgomery's official 
biographer. Neil Hamilton, said Britain 
would still remember him as a briltiani 
strategist, but conceded that in politics 
he was "unbelievably naree." 

Field Marshal Montgomery is shown 
to have reacted stoically and with humor 
to the government's rebuttal. “When 1 
wrote my report I was fiilly aware that 
you would not agree with it: in fact I said 
so to my staff! * ‘ he said in a letter to the 
coloni^ secretary' of state at the lime, 
Arthur Creech Jones. “It U obvious that 
we dis^ree fundamentally on the whole 
suMect: time will show which of us is 
riant.*' 


Jacques Neuville, Resistance Hero, Dies 


By Michael T. Kaufman 

.VfW- YoHk Tunes Seriiw ' 

Jacques NeuviUe, 82. a forger for the 
French Resistance in World War II who 
became a $an Francisco department 
store executive, died Dec. 29 at his 
heme in Sausalito, California. 

Mr. Neuville was awarded the Croix 
de Guerre for his wartime service in the 
anti-Nazi underground in Lyon and Par- 
is. He had been bom andreai^ in Berlin 
as Gunther Neustadt. ±e dtild of a well- 
to-do Jewish family in the clothing 
trade. As the Nazis took control of Ger- 
many, he was sent by his family to Paris, 
where he studied pmnting. 

There, as war drew closer, he found 
himself in an increasingly precarious 
position as both a German national in 
France and a Jew. He adopted a French 
version of his surname, changed Gun- 
ther to Jacques and volunteered to serve 
in the French Army. In 1940. he was 
with an artiUery unit north of Lyon that 
was overwhelmed by German forces. 

Mr. bleuviUe made his way to a Re- 
sistance unit in Lyon and was put to 
work forging the ration cards, passports, 
marriage and birth certificates that were 
used to consiiuct false identities. As he 


later told his family, he was betrayed to 
the Gestapo by a woman who had oc- 
casion to go through his trouser pockets 
one nighr and found many ration cards. 

He was in prison for six weeks until a 
sympathetic French guard left doors 
open, allowing Mr. Neuville and other 
prisoners to escape. 

In Paris, his contribution to the Re- 
sistance involved working as a street 
and cafd artist, drawing and painting 
portraits. He would find his customers 
among German officers, engage them in 
conversation and pass on what he 
learned to the Resistance. 

He received the Croix de Guerre in 
1946 and later received a citation from 
the United States for the information he 
had forwarded on the location of Allied 
pilots captured by the Germans. 

At the end of the war, he learned that 
his mother had been sent to Auschwitz 
and that all of his family, except for a 
sister, had been killed. He worked as a 
translator and assistant In the Paris bu- 
reau of The New York Times and 
helped in the coverage of the Nurem- 
iHtrg trials. 

In 1952. he went to San Francisco and 
began a marketing career. He eventually 
b^ame the merchandising manager at 


Macy's there. He retired in 1977. 
(voro Yamaguchi, 65, Champion 
Of Traditional Japanese Music 

TOKYO (AP) — Goro Yama|nichi, 
65. known for introducing traditional 
Japanese music to the world, has died 
here Sunday of a heart anack. 

Designated a “living national treas- 
ure" in Japan for his exceptional mu- 
sical talents. Mr. Yamaguchi, a master 
of the shakuhachi. or bamboo flute, was 
also well-known in the United States, 
where he served as a visiting artist at 
Wesleyan University. 
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IRA Urges Speed 
In Peace P-ocess 

DUBLIN — The Irish Repub- 
1 icon Army reaffirmed Thursday its 
commitment to Nurthem IrehutdN 
peace process, but warned of 
“growing frustration" at its pace. 

Thu IRA accused the province's 
pro-British leaders of failing to take 
advantage of its second cease-fire, 
called inJuly 1997,undofblocking 
progress in' iroplemeniing a deal 
ihar guarantees new rights for the 
Roman Catiiolic minority in North- 
ern Ireland. 

Dermoi Neshit. a senior Prot- 
estant politician in the province, 
rejected criticism of his Ulster Un- 
ionist Party, reiterating its pivsiiion 
that the IRA must disarm betorv its 
political w ing. Smn Fein, is granted 
u role in a new coalition admin- 
istration. tficiiicrsi 

Germany Assures 
Czechs on EV Bid 

PR.^GUE — Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer of Gernuiny luis 
a.ssurcd the Czech government that 
planned reforms of the European 
Union will not delay new members 
from joining. Foreign Minister Jan 
Kavan of Czechi>slovukia said 
TTiursday. 

Mr. Fischer, on a brief oniciai 
visit to Prague, said he would do all 
he could to help the Czechs join the 
EU b>' their ow n internal deadline 
of Jaii. 1. 200.1. Mr. Kavan said. 

The Czech Republic is one of 
five Eitsi European states that, 
along with Cyprus, began talks last 
year on rapid accession to the EIL 

Germany ux»k o\'er the presi- 
dency of the EL> on Jon. I anil has 
said that iniemul reform will top its 
agenda, although it Urmly supports 
enlargement. iReiircrst 

British Chemical 
Targets ^Mad Coic' 

LONDON — British scientists 
say in a report to be issued Friday 
that a chemical they have success- 
fiilly tested on mice could help in 
the fight against a new variant of 
the human brain-wasting malady 
linked to “mad cow" disease. 

The researchers, tirom Edin- 
burgh's Instinite for Animal 
Health, called for further animal 
experiments to establish whether 
pentosan polysulphate could re- 
duce the risk of Creutzfeldi-Jakob 
Disease. 

Thirty-five people in Britain 
have bmn diagnosed as having the 
invariably fatal new variant of the 
disease since scientists said in 
March 1 996 that they had evidence 
that it could be contracted by eating 
be«f from animals suffering from 
"mad cow" disease. 

The Edinburgh researchers 
noted that pentosan polysulphate, 
which is known as PS. is uLready 
licensed in the United States to treat 
a form of cystitis. tHeuicrs) 
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ANY NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS? 
Visit world's first and only specialized condom shop: 

CONDOMERIE® HET GULDEN VLBES™ 

Warmoessfraat 141 Amsterdam The Netherlands 
Opening hours; Mon/Sat 11:00 till 18:00 
ThI: (31-201 6274174 > Paz: (31-201 63S9265 
E-Mail: eondoTns9condomerie.com 
Internet: httptf:www.condomerie.com 
Wholesale, Retail and Mail Order 
CONDOMERIE: WORLDWIDE CONDOM SPECIALISTS’” 
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Poisonous Atmosphere 


America and China Need to Head Off a Breakup 


Using the UN to Spy? 

Divisions within the United Nations 
over Iraq have created a poisonous 
atmosphere in which it can difficult 
to determine fact from fiction. Tluit 
makes caution essential in usessmg 
accusations of misconduct, including 
reports this week that the Clinton ad- 
ministration may have improperly 
used weapons inspection efforts in Iraq 
to augment its own intelligence op- 
erations against Saddam Hussein. It ts 
not yet clear ^ such a violation of UN 
independence occurred. 

Using UN activities in Iraq as a cover 
for American spy operations would be 
a sure way to undermine the inter- 
national organization, embarrass the 
Unii^ States and strengthen Saddam. 

Initial news accounts suggest tfiat 
Washington may have takai advantage 
of its technical support for insp^ons 
to conduct elecotmic eavesdropping op- 
erations aimed at dbiodging aadda^ 
lliis was suppos^y done with the ap- 
proval of senior inspectors but without 
the knowledge of the Security Council 
or Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

While Washington has ample reason 
to oppose Saddui^ using the United 
Nations to help unseat him through 
covert means would crudely under- 
mine the oiganization's autonomy. 

But more mformation will be 
needed to Jmow whether Washington 
acted so irresponsibly. For one thi^. it 

What Is Annan Up To? 

When Scott Ritter resig^ as a 
United Nations arms inspector last Au- 
gust, Clinton administration officials 
sought to distract attention from his 
attack on their conliised Iraq policy by 
suggesting — anonymously, of course 
— that be had spied for Israd. Now UN 
Secretary-Gen^ KoB Annan and bis 
team have turned on Ambassador 
Richard Butler, chief of the UN in- 
spectors, and his entire team with sim- 


is veiy difficult to differentiate intel- 
ligence collection efforts in Iraq. With 
the blessing of the Security Council, 
Washington has long provided UN in- 
spectors with ciiticaLly important data 
about Iraq's ch^cal and biological 
weapons programs, much of it col- 
lect^ satellites and other sophis- 
ticated Ustening devices. Because Iraqi 
security services protect both Sad- 
dam's and Baglu^’s unconventional 
weapons, it is likely that some in- 
formation about him and his inner 
circle was routinely acquired by Amer- 
ican spy agencies as they assisted the 
United Nations in its search for aims. 

Anodier question is whether dte spy 
wok is being distorted by Iraq's allies to 
humble Wa^iington and to dtscacdit the 
UN inspection team and its leader. Ridi- 
^ Butler. Baghdad would be dejighted 
to see Mr. Butler fired and his col- 
leagues replaced by a more pliantgroup. 
'lliat would effectively end any hope ot 
rd^disg a viable inspection system. 

Washi^ton did cross a line it should 
not have if it placed American ^ents 
on the UN team with the intention of 
gathering information that could be 
used for military strikes against targets 
in Baghdad. The Senate Imelligence 
Committee or its House counterpart 
should look into the American intel- 
ligence role in Iraq to determine 
whether Washington abused its rela- 
tionship wiA the United Nations. 

— THE A'£U yORK TIMES 


ilarly pernicious tactics. The principal 
ben^cia^ of their gutless pU^ wlLlbe 
Saddam HusseiiL 


The latest episode began with stones 
in Wednesday's Washington Post and 
Boston Globe su^esting foat U.S. in- 
teUigence agencies h^ coc^ienued 
with, and profited from, die activities of 
(he UN iiiq)eaors, known as Unscom. 
"Confidants’* to Mr. Annan pro- 
nounced diemselves shocked and hor- 
rified by these revelations. "Inihemost 
fundamental way, that is whaf*s wrong 
widi die Unscom operation," one ad- 
viser to Mr.'Annan told The Post — 
anonymously, of course. Mr. Annan 
himself continued the sly undenninir^ 
of his own UN inspectors in a public 
statement on Wednesday. "Wenolonly 
have no convincing evidence of these 
allo^ons; we have no evidence of any 
kind." his statement stud. Bm then it 
went on to add: "Obviously, were diese 
charges true, it would be damaging to 
the United Nations’ disarmament work 
in Iraq and elsewhere." 

What is going on here? It has lorig 
been known that UN arms 'inspect^ 
cooperated widi, and dq>ended on. in- 
teiligence from the United States wd 
odier member countries. Given Sad- 
dam’s determination to hide his 
scribed nuclear, biological and chemical 


weapons capabilities, Unscom ha3 no 
choiM. But both Butler, an Aus- 
tralian. and his medecessor, (he Swedish 
diplomat ^If Ekeus, have flatly denied 
collecting intelligence aimed atimder- 
mining or pinpointing the location of 
Saddam himself. If Mr. Annan or his 
circle ncmedieless had reason to suspect 
that the cooperation had crossed some 
line of propriety, they could have raised 
their concerns in private. Instead they 
chose to provide public su{^n for Sad- 
dam's long-sianoing harangues against 
due UN in^^ectors as "2oaist" , or 
American agents. 

Let us not forget: It is the United 
Nations which demanded, through sol- 
emn resolutions, that Saddam Hussein 
give up his poison weapons. He has 
spent most of the decade demoostraiing 
hU contempt for that demand. You 
would tiilnk Mr. Annan and the Se- 
curity Council would deem such de- 
fiance dangerous and unacceptable. But 
bis team, ^ countries such as France 
and. Russia, seem rather to be locddng 
for excuses to give way. Demoting 
Unscom provide one such excuse. 

Since die Climon administration of- 
fers no coherent plan of its own, it may 
not be surprising that the United Na- 
tions veers toward appeasement But it 
is a dangerous game. Mr. Ritter said« 
and President BiU Clinton agreed, that 
Saddam could reassemble poison 
weapons within six months; it been 
about five since inspections ceased. 
TbeU.S. bombing campaign may have 
damaged Saddam’s missiles, but it 
probably did not harm his ability to 
make poison gas or germs. He has used 
such weapons before, against his own 
people and others. Is Mr. Annan pre- 
pare to live widi that danger? Ait 
Americans? 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


Money Warps the System 

The Christum Coalition clmins to 
represent 13 percent of the American 
electorate. There is little reason to 
doubt iL Whatever the number, the 

S is powerful enough to bring a 
iter on any matter it opposes. 
That is true to a lesser extent of ^ups 
representing the elderly, educators', en- 
vironmentalists and others. 

It isn't that these groups don't have 
legitimate interests, but diey distort the 
legislative process Ity wrangling over 
the smallesT issues, living Congress 
paralyzed, the public disgusted and the 
outcome a cra^hooL 
Nothing illustrates what afflicts our 
democracy so well as tius: In our elec- 
tions, 94 percent of candidates who 
spend the most money win. 

As a result, we politicians have all 
come to reflexively calculate on every 
vote, significant or insignificant, first, 
what 3Q-second television spot our 
next (^^nent can make of it, second, 
what impact it coold have on con- 
tributions and third, what interest 
group it might inflame or please. 


Democracy is threatened when the 
candidates we elect and the laws we 
enact hinge on how much money is 
spent. To claim that campmgn spend- 
ing is a legitimate exercise of fiee 
sp^h is to deny the constitutional 
I^ciple that each one of us counts. 

A donor who gives SIOO.OOO gets a 
lot more free speedi than the as- 
sembly-line worker, who cares just as 
deeply about the issues but doesn’t 
give because he can't afford to, and 
doesn’t vote because be demn't think 
his views matter unless his interests 
happen to coincide untfa those of the 
big donors, which they seldom do. 

My office was next to the Finance 
Committee's hearing room. It would 
be Instructive for all Americans to see 
that room and the hallways — cyn- 
ically t^ed Gucci Gulch — packed 
wid) lobbyists when the committee 
considers tax bills. Money doa indeed 
buy access, and that is when access 
pays off. 

— Dale Bumpers, a Democrat who 
represented Arkansas in the U,S. 
Senate and retired at the end of ! 998. 
commenrinj; in The New York Times. 
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L OS ANGELES — A serious crisis 
may -be brewing in Chinese-U.S. 
relations. At stake is the Clinton ad- 
tninistiation's poUtty engagement, 
which absolutely U in tte U.S. national 
interest. Tbe looming issue is whether 
er^agement has allowed China to hood- 
wi^ America, and whether the engage- 
ment should be called off. 

The White House is soon to receive 
from the House of Repres^taiives an 
explosive repon that alleges two de- 
cades’ worth of efforts ^ China u> 
acquire militarily potent U.S. tni^ile 
and nuclear technology. The questions' 
raised — whether such technology was 
illegally transferred or onkaowingly 
handed over by U.S. companies, or 
whether Beijing is guilty of outright 
military-security thefi — go to the core 
of U.S. security concerns. 

When the president's review of the 
repon is completed, BUI Clinton must 
be clear about whether China, which 
denies all charges, has been playing an 
e^ioaage game while pulling the woo! 
over American eyes with an inierna- 
tionai public relations campaign. 

f^ina poses no great nuclear threat 
to U.S. territory, but it has been un- 
willing to forswear the vse of force 
against Taiwan and has a less than 
stellar record of technology oansfer 
to regimes like Iran's. 


By Tom Plate 

Despite the gravity of the charges, 
the oureome of the is likely ro be 
determined by politics. For the Repub- 
lican majority m Congress, China of- 
fers an inviting ta^t, especially with 
its recent crackdown on pMpie attempt- 
ing to organize a formal opposition to 
the mling elite. Worse yet, foe Re- 
publican Patty’s core sup^n includes 
foe religious right and evangelical 
churches that are ideologically opposed 
to China on many ground, especially 
and profoundly Beij^'s state policy of 
abortion for population comol. 

The political shroud around this is- 
sue makes it harderbut no less vital that 
this congressional effbn, headed by 
Rmresentatiye Chrisiopher Cox, 
publican of California, help America 
make sense of the tiiomiest ^emmaof 
U.S.-Chuia policy; How can America 
and the West help China d^elop tech- 
nologically, without also helping it de- 
velop militarily? After all. a missile 
that puts a satellite communications 
device in foe sky is essentially foe same 
deal that can blast anything into the 
sky. including thermonuclear bombs. 

If helping China with technology' for 
peaceful aims inevitably runs the'risk 
of helping it with ambitions more om-. 


inous, should America stop viriually all 
technology transfer? 

That would be a serious oveireac- 
tion. If the end result of the loon^ 
congressional' rqxHt is a restrictive, 
lake-no-chances policy, then a serious 
crisis will develop in relations between 
Bemng and Washington. 

The premise of any. China engage- 
ment policy is that isolating Chind is a 
solution worse than the problem, be- 
cause (^y an economically secure and 
stable China is a good neighbor for the 
rest of Asia. The West also benefits 
from. helping China emerge from foe 
daik nightmare of foe Mao era's failed 
economic policies, ^is includes tech- 
nology he^. 

But there is probably no way to help 
move China in this direction that is 
risk-free. ’The key goal of any Ch'oui 
policy, then, should be risk manage- 
ment: How can the United States co- 
operate wifo CItina bilaterally, wifoout 
allowing China a strategic advantage ? 
It is the job of any president to answer 
that question satioktorily. 

And it is Congress’s job to make sure 
that the China question does not be- 
come a poQdcal punching bag. 

It is to foe credit of the Republican 
leadership on the Hill foar this probe has 
been handed to elected officials like Mr. 
Cox and Representative Doug Bereu- 


ter. Republican of Nebraska, chairman 
of the House subcommittee on Asia. 
These are the pum 's serious players. 

Mr. Cox and Mr. Beteuter need to 
help America frame a poliev that eo< 
coumges Washington and Beijing fo' 
develop, in an atmosphere of mutual 
respect, a joint wiicy to reduce na- 
tional security risks. 

. What past policies or practices, 
whether open export encouragement or 
clandestine esfinonagc. is Beijing pre- 
paid to drop? What practices or 
policies within China ‘s legitimate na- 
tional security interests should .Amer- 
ica be prepar^ to accommodate? 

'This kind of nuiinced and vital dis: 
cussion has no hope of success if, in 
Beijing, the anti-Amcricun hawks be- 
come ascendant ug^in. as the receiu 
crackdown on dissidents might sug- 
gest Nor con much goenJ come from 
me United Srates if tius issue is steeped 

in foe already vile aunoi^here of im- 
pe^hmem and made even nxire 
rancorous by the approaching presi- 
deiuuti campaign. 

A sensible buaterdl understanding is 
in. the muni^ interest of America and 
^na as sovereign states and as re- 
sponsible contributors to regional 
peace and stability. As of now. tiiis i.s 
not likely lo occur. 

I ii\ .AmvcAs Jinn-* 


Cloning Is Doable, and the Scientists Are Going to Do It 


W ASHINGTON — Tbc 
ethical hand-wringing 
circuit is working overtime on 
whether human cloning and 
other fetal manipitiations 
should be tolerated in civilized 
society. The reality is that the 
scientific skills for petforming 
foese techniques are widely dis- 
tributed around foe world. 

So. no amount of sdiolarly 
papers or government regulation 
in the United Slates and ofoer 
countries will prevent the w<»k 
from going on someplace. 

And once success has been 
demonstrated, particularly in 
methods for growing tissues 
and body parts for transplant- 
ation and treatments, demand 
for medical miracles will over- 
whelm the fears and warnings 
of erhictsts and focologians. 

Scientists in South- Korea re- 
cently created a stir with a claim 
of a successful, but deliberately 
terminate first step toward hu- 
man cloning. As with Dolly, the 
pioneering cloned sheep, and 
other advances in cloning rech- 
nique, the Korean experiment 
came far sooner titan other spe- 
cialists in foe field had exj^- 
red. Like the first Soviet atomic 
explosion and the first Chinese 
missile, foese things ofien do 
come sooner than expected. 

Qoning has npw been ac- 
complished many times wifo 
animals — eight calves fiom 
the cells of a cow were recently 
reported by Japanese scientists. 
There is no Imown biological 
barrier to cloning a human. But 
it would be expensive, and, at 
least in foe early days of using 
the technique, the outcome 
might be uncertain, and pos- 
sibly horrendous. 

There could be a market for 
human cloning among narciss- 
istic, wealfoy eccentrics. The 
precedent for a pet market has 
been established by a Texas 


By Daniel S. Greenberg 


couple who have provided S2.3 
million for researchers at Texas 
Ai^ University to cione.their 
I2-year-old dog. But a mass 
market for repn^ucing full- 
scale genetic copies of pets or 
humans appears doubtfuL 
However, cloning could find 
another kind of maikeL 
I^^Iaratiention has focused 
on cloning as a technique for 
genetically rq>roducing an in- 
dividual. But foe more likely 
future for human cloning is the 
production of tissue and body 
parts that will be genetically 
identical to foe parent and there- 
fort immunologicaUy compat- 
ible for iransplantatioiL 
In place of today's difflcult 
and often fiustraziAg search for 
suitable organs for transplant- 


ation. cloning and other fetal 
techniques could provide lim- 
itless supplies for desperate pa- 
tients. Basically it comes down 
to this: Ne^ a new heart, liver 
or kidney? Grow your own. No 
need logo to a full-scale human. 
With advanced planning, just a 
wee embryo win do to start tiie 
organ growing. 

No wonder, then, that 
whenever foe U.S. Congress 
and the National Bioethics Ad- 
visory Commission ponder a 
ban on cloning, scientists and 
physicians plead against restric- 
tions. argumg tiuu foe research 
is bound to produce enormous 
benefits for niankinfo 

At present, no federal funds 
may be expend^ for human 
cloning or research using abor- 


ted embryos. Research mav be 
conducted with private fimding. 
Bur since federal money pre- 
dominaies in biomedical re- 
seareh, most scientists deem it 
prudent to abide by foe federal 
guidelines. 

The needed laboratory spe- 
cialists are quite plentiful 
around the world, many of 
them, ironically, graduates of 
^ientific training programs in 
the United States. 

America's passion for health- 
ful loiuevity has become a 
political force in Washington. 
While Congress and the \^te 
House talk frugality in federal 
spending, the one agreed-upon 
exception is medical research, 
v^ch has been booming in re- 
cent years. 

The hopes that science holds 
out against disease — if money 


and freedom to conduct re- 
search are forthcoming — ore 
irresistible. 

Franf ois Jacob, the French bi- 
ologist, points out in a forth- 
coming l^k: "Science has oniy 
been des'eioptng systematically 
for about a century. Only SO 
years ago did it find its rhythm, 
become a kind of insiitutioa 
spread throughout the world, q-. 
respective of holders, nuiiotf 
lait^ges or religions." 

Human cloni^ is coming 
Like it or not. it is unstoppable. 

The writer is a visiting sviiol- 
ar ill the hiiittry of sviewe. 
wetiicmv tmi itHimofnfiy at 
Johns Hopkins Univenitt. 
where he is rnviHirin^ a honk on 
poshCald war scienvc i*oliiivs. 
He contrihuti'd this t tmiment in 
The Wdshin.^ton Post. 


Finance Stem Cell Research and Enjoy the Benefits 


W ASHINGTON — It is the 
kind of medical research 
news that makes politicians 
wince and jnsi about guarantees 
fiiil ernployraem btoetiii- 
cists. Three different scientific 
groups recently have claimed 
foe ability to make living cells 
that stay young forever and can 
be transplanted to any part of 
foe body where they mi^t re- 
place tissues damaged by dis- 
ease or worn out Ity aging. 

Because these magical cells 
are initially derived from fer- 
tilized human reproductive 
cells, and in one case reportedly 
from human DNA put'inio a 
cow's ovum, this research 
threatens to inflame a political 
debate. Wlai the prospect of 
human cloning did in foe last 
sexton of Congress, "em- 
\3cyoDic stem cells" could do in 
19^ and beyond. 


By Daniel Perry 


'That Congreffi came peril- 
ously close earlier ibis yw to 
passing foe first law in U.S. 
history to criminalize biorned- 
ical research is reason for se- 
rious concern. 

’ No one who has watched foe 
wieck^e wrought by the abor- 
tion politics of the past 30 years 
could possibly look favorably 
on the legislative chamber as 
the best place to define what 
constiniies human Ufo. or when 
it begins. Elected officials with 
little Of no scientific training are 
not generally condbnable with 
issues of ceil biology. 

Most members of Confess 
would rather not choose sides 
when passions are aflame with 
religious and ethical convic- 
tions, and when a wrong move 
fixed in legislation could derail 


The Euro as a Catalyst for Asia 



H ong KONG — For 
Asia, foe birth of the euro 
is a catalyst for regional fi- 
nancial change. Ali^dy, the 
first days of the single cur- 
rency have seen an unusually 
determined move by Japan to 
play up foe yen's potential 
role. Japu does not wirii to be 
left behind as foe world di- 
versifies out of dollars. 

The surge of the yen has 
been foe most significant cur- 
rency market development in 
foe euro's first week. Some of 
foal is due to an unconnected 
change in goverontent policy 
that has resulted in 10-year 
bond yields rising from foe 
absurdly low 0.8 percent to foe 
merely very low 2 percent. But 
at least as much iks been the 
result of specific statements 
— Prime Minister KeizoObu- 
chi's views on foe merits of a 
strong yM, and- Deputy H- 
nance Mimster Eisoke Saka- 
Idbara's wanungs about a U.S. 
"bubble economy." 

Japan has adjust unveiled 
new sbort-cerm instrumeiiis 
and tax changes to encourage 
foreign holding of yen assets. 

For Asia, foe yen’s revival 
and foie birth of die euro are foe 
second stage of a likely tiiree- 
stage process which leads 
from a doUar-based world to a 
tri-polar currency wm'ld to a 
multipolar one in which sev- 
eral Asian currencies, includ- 
ing Australia's, play a signif- 
icant if subsidiary role in 
financial maikets. 

In 1997, the old dollar link- 
ages of several Asian curren- 
cies collapsed under foe 
wel^t of excessive debt and 
an over-strong dollar. Tbe 
past year has seen the South 
Korean won and foe Thai baht 


By Philip Botyrrng 


r^ain stability, but in the con- 
text of much less direct re- 
lationships with foe dollar. 

Tbus th^ were relatively 
steady agaiim foe dollar last 
summer when foe yen was 
plunging, {xjt have not surged 
recently as foe dollar has 
plummeted against foe cunen- 
c\es of Japan and, to a Inser 
exrent, Europe. 

The second stage is now: 
realization foroughoui Asia 
that currency values, trade de- 
□omination, foreign exchange 
reserves and borrowings must 
be diversified tov^rd euro and 
yen. That is partly because of 
what happens in t997.paitly 
because of the euro and panly 
because prudence demands 
div^ity of foreign debt. 

To cap all this, there is now 
a suddeuy dawning recogni- 
rion ti»t the dollar may not be 
a safe haven but a foreign debt 
crisis waiting to buiSL The 
1994-1998 dollar bull run 
seems td be over. 

As Asian economies and re- 
serves begin to recover, the 
process of reducing dollar 
links will become self-iein- 
forcing. Jr will be g^ual, if 
only because trans-Pacific 
trade is so much bigg^ than 
Asia-Europe trade. But the 
shifi from the dollar will be 
helped by liberalization of Ja- 
pan's financial'sector. 

The third stage is not a move 
toward an Asian currency. 
There is neitber the pqliti^ 
will nor the economic rationale 
for that. Any Asian currency 
tystem would have to be yen- 
b^ed. which would be ana- 
thema to Cbloa. Oiina's closed 


and primitive financial system 
wifi not be capable of any in- 
ternational role for decatfes. 

The future for foe more ad- 
vanced Asian economies is foe 
Idodof diversity of capital mar- 
kets and convertible cumenefes 
seen in pre-euro Europe: South 
Korea, Singapore, Taiwan. 
Thailand and (once it stops 
shooting itself in the fbot) 
Malaysia will see their own 
cunencies used in cross-bender 
capital transactions. Enter- 
prises will sell debt, as they 
DOW sell equity, denominated 
in their national money, not in 
yen, euros or dollars. 

Singapore and Taiwan will 
see significant volume of debt 
issues by third parties denom- 
inated in their currency. Aus- 
tralia has been a good example 
fdk' more than a decade of how 
a medium-size economy can 
finance itself and allow its 
cuirency to be a small player 
in iniemational capital mar- 
kets without inviting financial 
destabilization or needing 
huge fweign reserves. . 

If suitable- instruments are 
available, Asian central Hanks 
will hold a potion of their - 
reserves In foese other Asian 
currencies. Debt markets gen- 
erally will grow faster thw 
equity markets, and the role of 
banks will diminish. 

The euro itself may« after 
the initial flush of enthusiasm, 
have limited appeal for Asial 
Europe's long-term growth 
prospects are limited by its 
horrendous demographics. 
But there is no doubt that the 
euro will stimulate profound 
changes far beyond _the bor- 
ders of "Euroland." In Asia 
those will be beneficial. 

fnierniMioiMl Herjkt Trdnme. 


tnomedical teseaich of enor- 
mous value for the future. 

Still, the danger remains that 
overzealqus lawmakers could 
ban the ve^ tools of research 
America will need to head off a 
rising tide of cancer. Alz- 
heimtf's disease and diabetes 
as foe population ages. 

During the next 30 years, the 
population of Americans above 
65 will double to more than 70 
mUlIon, and half of foat number 
will be above 75. Baby boomers 
should take note: After age 50 
four chances of being disabled 
by diseases of aging will double 
every five to seven years. 

In purely economic lenns. 
the cost of age-related diseases 
is staggering. Costs associated 
widi osieoporo^, stroke, de- 
pression, arthritis. Aizheimer's. 
diabetes, cancer and heart dis- 
ease approKh S600 billirai a 
year. Unless scientists discover 
better ways to Ufeat. postpone 
and i»eveht such disabling con- 
ditions, foe burden on Medicare 
and private insurance will be 
crushing as the baby boom 
moves into the high-ri^ years. 

Wifoout research break- 
throughs, foe society will be left 
'with the equivalent of very ex- 
pensive band-bolding for sick 
older people. 

In truth, today’s drugs and 
other treatment for aging-re- 
lated diseases simply are nor 
good enough. Even the bener 
versions of current phamnaceut-- 
icals are. designed to treat only 
foe sympioms of heart failure, 
arforitis and cancer, not the root 
causes.- But there are signs of a 
historic shift in new drug de- 
velopm«it. 

we are likely heading toward 


a time in which therapies will 
work by postponing the onset of 


diseases or {^veniing foem 
shutting off their gent 
switches. Medicines will m c 


lorrdzed to evetyone's unique 
needs and biochemical profue. 

PersmaUzed medications 
would be far more effective arid 
far less likely lo carry side ef- 
fects that too often make mat- 
ters worse, not better, for older 
people. Human cells them- 
selves will be engineered as 
iherupies. with the potential lo 
produce insulin for diabetics or 
dopamine jn foe brain for Par-* 
kinson's sOfferers where tber 
original cells have failed. . ' l . 

This is the real promise of tbb 
embryonic stem cell stories. : 

It will likely mke years 
funherresearch, and major tech- . 
ideal hurdles must be overcome. 
Millions, if not billions, of dol- 
lars will be required to realize 
foe full Theraj^utic poienti^. 
The first of foe 77 million 
boomers will be eligible nr 
Medicare in-a dozen years. The 
government should be actively 
supporting and advancing re- 
se^^h using stem cells and ofo^ ' 
technologies that hold promise 
for healthier aging. 

The writer, executive direvtttr 
ef the Alliance for AgitiR Rcr 
search, coiurihuteJ this 
menrra The Washinsron Post. 


Leiicn iiireiHktl for.fMiMi- 
iMtioii siHnilJ hr aJtirvsied 
''Letters to the' KiUnn" and 
t'lWtain the uriter's sm/talutr. 
iiaiiw aiulfiiU oMivss. Letters 
shouhJ he brief and atv subject, 
to editing. M<' iwmoi he ir- 
sptmsible for the ivntni of' nil’ 
soticUed inaiinsvripi},. 


IN OUR PAGES; 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1899: Friendly Spirit 

ST. PETERSBURG — 1116 in- 
terviews with foe Grand Duke 
Cyril, published in the Herald. 
have excited considerable in- 
terest and approval here. Seeing 
that alfooum foat country has no 
claim on l^ssia, Le. has never 
advanced her nKxiey, foe United 
Stales has received die largest 
contracts ever given out Iwre, 
When Mr. Hitchcock returns 
from here to take his place in the 
McKinley (Tlabinet, 'ne can in- 
form his colleagues that no se- 
rious questions rave arisen wifo 
Russia, and that others have been 
met wifo foe most friendly spirit 
by foe Russian GovemmenL 

1924: Science Sermon 

NEW YORK — Dr. Leighton 
Parks, preaching at St Bartho- 
lomew’s Church, asserted foat 
foe decision of the Dallas Dio- 
cese not to ay foe Rev. L, W. 
Heaton for his modernise ideas 


is foe only thing that ha.s saved 
foe Episcopal Church from a 
serious split. Several Modernist 
pastors preached sermons yes- 
terday [Jan. 6] iticondemnauion 
of the Creed. ‘and Dr. Percy 
Siickney Grant urged the 
preaching of science from the 
pulpit. 

1949: ‘No. 1 Fasdsl’ 

BERLIN, Jan. 7 — “ Taegiichc 
Rundschau." official newsptt- 
per of foe Soviet military ad- 
ministration. called Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh t»Jay a 
"No. 1 Fascist." ft said Colonel 
Lindbergh was "Hitler's friend 
and Clay's advisor.'* Colonel 
Lindbergh is in Gemumy cm a. 
tour of overseas air insiall:i^ 
tions. He is a special advisor \T- 
Air Force Chief of StalT Gen- 
eral Hoyi S. Vandenberg. "Tliis 
friend of Hitler and special ad- 
visor of Goering now appears as 
a special advisor to American 
Military Government.” 
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Lessons Fro] 

By Flora Lewis 

Tp ARIS — Of course, there was never 

>’“t it 

• - like oL of 

»hat are alwaysTo 

*® something^Ise ihe 

lennium full of questions, predictions 
new decisions. Bui 1999 li fupS^*fo 

^ closure that, after 
all, lu^ out uncertain and indecisive. 

r.-nU.m ™® affairs, the 20ih 

panicularly short, fiom 
1914whenihe 19thcenruiy*sbalanceof 

foTw progress broke down 

■ Proyp^^*^ measures and convictions to 
break w^i had seemed an inevitable 
human honor. The illusion of 
Jhe 19.0s that war could simply be out- 
, lawed was gone, but so was the myth of 
gioiy. the noblest calling. 

The failure of communism left 

^ die politioal system and the 
^mancei as the economic system the 
clearly preferred theses. But they do nor 
just slip into place when the old systems 
are gone. What is coming instead, out of 
confusion and greed in the afflicted 
countries, looks totally unforeseeable. 
There is no sign of a new idea, but the 
old ideas have not staned to deliver. 

Even democracy, if validated by the 
end of dictatorships, has lost self-con- 
fidence. There are debates about wheth- 
er or not it is still relevant, in fact, about 
whether there is any ne^ to be con- 


a Monstrous but Heartening Century 



cemed about govenunenL In the United 
States, 37 percent of voters cast ballots 
in the last national election, just over 
one in three, though the Clinton sex 
scandal had provided all the spectaculv 
drama that crowd-pullers could wish. 

Europe found a way to organize itself 
to make its worst tradirional enmities 
obsolete. New. 1 1 countries of Western 
Europe have pooled their currencies in 
a single new one. not really the first 
because gold once served as the com- 
mon measure of value, but a huge step 
toward continued integradon. They will 
surely be joined by most of the otfam in 
a few years. 

The .idea that economies can and 
should be managed, bom of the savage 
excesses and wild cyclical swings in the 
rise of capitalism, has been challenged 
once more by prodf of the market's 


superior performance. But at the same 
time, the market's arbitrary cruellies 
spawn new demands for constraints, for 
protection of workers and the envir- 
<ximeni. There has 10 be balance. 

There was a vast increase in poven>', 
isimarily because there was such a vast 
increase in the world's population. And 
yet, like war, poverty ik> longer seemed 
mevitable, decreed by nature and 10 be 
endured. It has become possible to 
provide adequate f^ood for the world's 
population ara to eliminate famines. It 
takes human will and agreemem, w'Uch 
exist in some measure but far from 
enough. 

In terms of changes in the way large 
numbers of people live, the 20th century 
was as Imrg as the previous SOO or even 
1.000 years. People fly. not to speak of 
hunkering in outer space b^use only a 


fw can do thaL They communicate, 
with sound and image, in total defiance 
of time and space. The>* can conserve 
food and make ihemseives comfortable 
despite the climate. Hwy suppress 
much disease and gorge on pills, so the 
biblical old age of threescore and ten has 
become less than the oidinar>' life ex- 
pectancy in the developed world. 

Technological advance has achieved 
die momentum of a chain reaction. 
People adjust surprisingly quickly. 
Change always has costs and draw- 
backs. but it Is welcomed for the ex- 
traordinary improvements in material 
welfare and ex-en just in convenieoce. 
Science is admired and encouraged for 
its own sake, nor only for love of know- 
ledge but because there is every reason 
to think chat socmer or later new dis- 
coveries will bring new benefits. 

Yet. science no loiter provides the 
reassurance it once did that the ftjture 
can only get belter and beaer. It poses 
weighty new moral and eiUcal ques- 
tions about the beginnings of life and the 
certaint}' of death, questions which it 
cannot even |»«uine to answer. The 
new capacities it offers are in many 
ways also new burdens, challenges that 
nothing has prepared societies to con- 
ftonu 

With the arrival of 1999. it is now 
clear where this cennuy has been: lots to 
be ashamed of. some things to be quite 
proud of: a lesson and a preparation, one 
has to hope, for doing bmer. It did show 
that no invention, no trick, no blind 
belief will solve the problems people 
face. For that, it takes people of g.o^ 
heart and goodwill. That seems so ob- 
vious that it is odd it took until 1 9^ for 
the century to define itself. 

riiHui.fwu 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The Tiny UN and Its Tasks 

RegunJing "The UN fs Improving" 
'.-^pinion. Jan. 4}: 

j This appealingly positive editorial is 
marred by repetition of the misjudgment 
that the UN secietaiy-genoral, Kofi An- 
nan. “should cut the United Nations’ 
bloated staff and budget more deeply.'" 
Given the range and difficulty of the 
tasks that member countries try to 
achieve through the United Nations, iris 
a liny organization. 

Your readers may be surprised to 
learn that the UN Semtariat has a staff 
of 9.000, down from more than 14,000 a 
decade ago. 1 was astonished to find 
what a small organization it was when X 
joined the staff from the Australian Par- 
liament, a couple of years ago. The Sec- 
retariat is barely 7 poxrent of the size of 
public service of tbie AusvaUan national 
goveromenL 


i 


Questioning of the cliche about the 
size of the Uiuted Nations is long over- 
due. Wheu the realities are understood, 
there might be more pressure to end the 
tragic illegality of America's failure to 
fulfill its treaty obligatiob to the rest of 
.the world through the United Nations. 

JOHNLANGMORE. 

New York. 

The writer is director of the Vivision 
for Social Policy and Development in 
the UN Departrnent of Economic and 
Social Affairs. 

TimeforanOverliaiil? . 

As one who studied constitutional 
law in the Uiuted States in the middle of 
the century, Ihiust conclude after recent 
events that the hallowed work of the 
founding fathers tenscore and twelve 
years ago is due for an overhaul 


When the acrimony subsides and 
things get. baCk to normal, we shall 
cert^y be hearing that the American 
democratic system has again shown its 
snength. The otposite is true; it has 
revealed some disturbing weaknesses. 
The best that can be said of the present 
turmoil is that members of Congress 
seem to be giopi^ for some alternative, 
albeit in a constitutional vacuum. 

Parliamentary democracies are far 
from perfect, but at least they offer a 
better chance of coping with political 
showdowns in a civil manner. There is 
no need for character assassination and 
protracted legal wrangling. 

There was no way for the good people 
assembled in l^adelphia in September 
1787 to foresee Web sites, tapes and 
tdevision. They would have been hor- 
rified had they known to what purposes 
their great work would be used. Had 
they known, they might have sat down 


and prepared another draft. It is up to 
their descendants to adapt the consti- 
tution to chaneed circumstances. 

TORE BOOH. 

Cascais. Portugal. 

Milosevic’s Defense 

Regarding "NATO Warns Both Sides 
as Kosovo Tensions Rise" (Dec. 24): 
The NATO supreme commander for 
Europe, General Wesley Claric, is quoted 
as saying ihai in Kosovo “the stepped-up 
police activities were not in acccndance 
with [Slobodan] Milosevic's pledges in 
an Oct. 12 a^^eement." Atien^ to 
bring in men and arms ftxxn Albania 
require a stepped-up police waich. Mr. 
Milosevic cannot be expected to give up 
defending die province from tiiose who 
want to cut it oft from his country. 

MICHELINECOURTY. 

Paris. 


No Matter What the Polls Say, 
Adultery Is Still Un-American 


Bv Richard Coheu 


W ASHINGTON — For a time. I 
Thought .America hud become 
more like France. .After all. Bill Clin- 
ton had achieved posl-aduitciy ap' 
proval ratings that could hardly be 
nigl^. the son of numbers living 
presidents earn after a successful war 
or dead ones get after a rex'isionisi 
Public Broadcasting Serx ice scries. 

Maybe. I mused, we .Americans 
would' all now dex*elop a taste for snails 
and fra that our l^guage is being 

.MEA.\\nflLE 

debased bx- foreign words. This 
would not be such a bad trade. Our 
food would get better and uur people 
more stylish: It is worth consiciering. 

And considering is what I did. This 
led me, as 1 fear^ it would, to the 
realization that nothing much had 
changed when it comes to sex. The 
clues were not in the polls but in the 
language used 10 discuss infidelity. 
Widi totfa Henry Hxde and Bob Liv- 
ingston. for instance, the word “in- 
discretion" was employed, as if both 
coitgressmen, a bit addled b>' drink or 
something else, hod done something 
the>' otherwise would not do: some- 
thing totally crazy. 

We Aiiiericans do not consider 
adultery pan of the human coijdinon 
— a fiuiltx'. a foible — but instead 
a near-p^'ersion. a vinual taboo. In 
Mr. Livingston's case, the veiy ad- 
mission of a^Iieiy was enough for 
cenain Republican ccMigressmen to 
suggest he was ur^t to speaker of 
the House, that he had campaigned for 
the job unto false pretenses. It was as 
if hie had commined a crime, and not 
only did others now consider him un- 
w'onhy of to speakership, so it 
seem^ did be. He quit and called on 
President Clinton to do the same. 

Indeed, our public adulterers often 
talk about what they have done as if 
they were discussing a temporary 
mental disease, simile 10 a depres- 
sion, niggered perhaps by a chemical 
imb^ance. A panem has emerged: 
a lexicon, a demeanor and a post- 
revelation procedure. The lexicon has 
already bera covered. The demeanor, 
as you might have guessed, is hang- 
dog sorry — a palatable regret and 
(h^ comes to procedure) the an- 
nouncemem that one has sought 
counseling or will do so. 

There are two kinds of counseling: 
marital and spirituaL Mr. Livingston 
announced that he bad sought both. 


Mr. Clinton only one. The president, 
after all, cannot seek marital coun- 
seling. for that would entail admitting 
a defect in hLs marriage — and pres- 
idential marriuges. as we nil know, 
must be smiling, hand-holding affaim. 
So. instead, Mr. Clinira txis sought 
religious counseling. He meets with 
the' Rex'crends Tony Cumpolo, J. 
Philip Wogamon and Goalitn Mac- 
Donald. one of tltem every week. 

“We will pray with'him. study 
Scripture together and do our best to 
help him as he senrehes his licart and 
soul." Mr. Campido said in Septem- 
ber xvhen the couaseiing xxas an- 
nounced. He said that if the group 
sensed the president might also need 
psychological counseling or treat- 
ment. they would tell him. So far, no 
word on that. 

I :un not trivializing adultery. It can 
destroy .*1 marriage, ;uid it can cause 
great, stranng pain. There i.s nothing 
particularly urbane or sman aKnit 
sexually abandoning an older woman 
for a younger one. even if the mar- 
riage renuins intact and holiday k are 
spent with everyone involved. 

Still, there iwghi to he a middle 
ground, an appreciation that whatever 
adultery may be. it is normal, com- 
monplace; regreituble but not oper- 
able. We are all sexual in nature, some 
of us more so than others. 

Mr. Clinton clearly is in the more- 
so category. But that 'is not the way he 
isdiscuvse'd. Instead. 1 have heard 'him 
denounced as a pervert — not just on 
account of what he did, but where he 
did it (the Shrine of the Immaculate 
White House I. and to whom he did it 
la woman just a bit older than his 
daughter), and. of course, w hut he did 
I not your basic stuff). 

In so many \vay.s. he strayed be- 
yond the borders of what many .Amer- 
icans think is acceptable, standard 
and normal. He sinned. He's a creep. 
He's sick. Not so. He is, in fact, 
a literarv character. 

This ts not how such matters are 
discussed in Europe. France in par- 
ticular. President Francois Mitterrand 
died, publicly mourned by wife and 
mistress alike. 

In America, such a man (or wom- 
an) would be denounced as immoral, 
maybe sick. In France, though. Mr. 
Minenrand wtas seen as just a man. 
There — as with * 'woman* * — that is 
not considered merely a noun, but 
someihmg else as well: a condition. 
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Ducasse IV: 
A Mixed Bag 

Questioning the Classics 


By Patricia Wella 

Inimiarioiial Herald Tribrne 


P ARIS — Alain Ducasse, with a*total of six 
Kfichelin stars his name, cannot afford to lose. 
With the recent unveiling of Spoon Food & 
Wine — his IburA restaurant in France >— it is 
clear that he is on a roll The man who has attempted to 
redefine how a grand Prench chef brfiaves (he defies the 
old rule that a chefs place is behind the stove) and to prove 
how long his urns can strecdi (regular flints between htf 
three-star lestauraiUs in Monaco and Paris^ with weekend 
appearances in Ids retreat at Moustiers, in Provence) is 
now redefining modkhn concept of woild fbod. 

When would one ever {xonouoce in die same breath die 
wonfs 'Tuxurious, refuMand audacious’* widi **icebeig 
lettuce, BLT and pastrami on rye’ '? But they all apply to 
his newest effort, a small and smart spot right on the 
increasingly upmarket Champs-Elysdes. 

Spoon is pobaps France’s first truly interoational 
restaurant, doping into Bench, British, American, Itali- 
an, Qiinese a^ hidian cinsine, with a d&ror that turns 
heiuis and, again, attempts to question classic tr^doos. 

Rather rfaw widi tablecloths, tables are dressed with 
clotiis that slip into slots, like elegant table runners. Some 
70 magazines fimn around the world are diere for guests 
to read, and notepads and pencils are set at each table to jot 
down one's thoughts. Along with knives, forks and of 
course rooons, each diner recuves an eluant pair of 
Qiristofie bamboo chopsticks, which I never saw anyone 
use. Aldiough the restaurant advertises a "fiee" second 
cup of cofiee and warm steamed towels at the end of each 
we were offered neidier. 

The menu is not organized in a normal first course, 
main course, cheese a^ dessert progression. Each sec- 
tion is divided into tiiree columns, allowing diners co mix 
and matdi according to the main dish, the sauce, and rice 
or vegetable accompanimenL And in this era of some- 
tUiig for everyone, the menu is bilingual French-English, 
with Asian and vegetarian disim, and everytiiing from 
^trami sandwiches to South American eebiche to 
Chinese steamed laviolL 

Half the wines on the list come fiom America, with a 
fine shouditg from Australia and New Zealand, a true 
"happening” in Bance. And the cheese course (rather 
than the classic Brie, Camembeit and Roquefort) consists 
of Philadelphia Cte^ Cheese, Cheddar and Stilton. 

But the proof of die pudding is in the eatiitg, and on that 
front Ducasse has a way to go. Some of it is not his HeuiIl 
Thith be told, the public is not all rfaai ready for sucb a 
reshuffling of the status quo. On a recent evening die 
heeled intemational cro^ appared downright confused 
as to how to order and how to eaL AAer studying the menu, 
the youdifol Spanish couple at my left asked the waiter to 
order for diem. They dien asked dw dieir white wine be put 
into “a real ice bucket” instead of die plastic ic&cube-less 
veision. The iceberg lemice served to them in a tall, ekgam 
glass bowl was instantly transfeiied to a common plate for 
more practical eating. 


IlD-TO-PJKri MiTHODS 

Ducasse and his chefs use every mediod of cooldng 
available — grills to roasts, rotissme to woks, cooldng 
over a hoc stone, modem induction and even vacuum- 
acldng — but the results at the moment are less than 
lillianL 

On our recent visit, evexything diat came f rom the 
kitchen looked and tasted very diy, and was by and large 
lukewarm. Even die wdk^ied vegetables had dm 
soggy, stewed airline quality about them. And though I 
am all for choosing what I eat and when, we are not always 
the best judge of what garnish goes well wiA each dish. 
The best finds on that included a fiill-fiavored youm 
kouTM soup, full of space and laced with squid and 
shell&h, as as designer macaraii gratin, ridi and 
pluny>, widi plenty of veu cooking juke to pow ova- 1 l 
L w successful were the very dry, tasteless grilled squid 
rved witii apert^ sauce of crushed reserved lernon. and 
a dry roasted veal Steak cooked on the rotisserie. 

^th seating fiv no more dian 70 and tabs that inch 
toward 500 francs (^xnit with a decent bottle of 
wine, diis is not the sort of cuisine that is going to keep 
Docrasse at the tx^.The concept lecmnds iiie of a inodel for 
a worldwide chain. But I am sure Ducasse alre^y 
thought of that 


Spom Food A Wine, i4 Rue de Marignan. Faris 8. 
T^.OI ^0.76-34-44: faxT0J^Q-76’>34-37. Closed Sat- 
urday and Sunday. A// major cre^t cards. A la carte, 200 
loSOOfianes. 


A Space Exploration 

Head for Toulouse and Go Into Orbit 


By Craig R. Whitney 

Netif York Tiiws Service 

T oulouse. France 
— This city of ancient 
pink-brick churches 
and stately homes on 
the Garonne River in south- 
western France may be noted 
• for foie gras, but it is just as 
proud to be the aerospace cap- 
ital of Europe. 

The first regularly sched- 
uled airline flights in France 
took off from the Toulouse 
airport in the 1920s, and now 
lodg-range passenger planes 
of me Airbus consortium are 
^sembled in a vast hangar in 
the suburb of Colomiets; the 
National Center for Space 
Research has been centered in 
Toulouse for 30 years. 

When the mayor, Domin- 
ique Baudis. launched an air 
ai^ CTace museum. La Cite 
de I'upace, which opened on 
the eastern outskirts of the 
city in mid-1997, he hoped it 
wodd attract IdO.OOO pMpie 
in its first year. 

“We wanted a place where 
the general public could come 
to lean what space explora- 
tion was all about, and how it's 
done,” said Jean-Noel 
Plaches, who woiked with die 
mayor and cortceived the mu- 
seum’s exhibits, overseeing 
their design and construcrion 
in a bit more than three years. 

La Cite de I'Espace suc- 
ceeded beyond their wildest 
dreams. In its first 18 months, 
nearly half a miihon risitors 
have flocked to see it, spend- 
ing an average of five and a 
h^ hours a visit, lingering 
over scores of intezaciive 
computer displays that let you 
find out what it is like to pro- 
gram the launch of a satellite 
into orbit, how satellites are 
maneuvered in space and bow 
they send die information 
they gather back to Earth. 

Mechanical displays rive a 
realistic sensp. of now dmcult 
it must be to close a valve on a 
^pace station in conditions of 
wdghdessness, orhow easy to 
lose a satellite in ^nce by put- 
ting on a bursr of speed at the 
wrong point during a launch. 
Life-size structural models 
abound, both inside — where 
a huge Soho solarobservation 
satellite hangs in midair 
and in die grounds outside, 
and you can walk through part 
of the Mir orbital station built 
by the Russians. The dials and 
controls look curiously like 
something you might put to- 
gether from a kit in your base- 
ment. not high-tech at all 
As Mir is replaced in space 
by the new international 
space station whose first two 
stages have now been as- 
sembly the museum vnli de- 
velop exhibits on that. too. 

"The idea behind the mu- 
seum is tbax pec^le will come 
out of here a little more in- 
telligent about space than 
when they came in,” said 
Bernard Buret, the gercral di- 
rector. 


La Cite de I’Espace may 
indeed make you feel smarter, 
though it is an enoniKnis help 
if you can read cL Tltf re 

are abridged ^ianations of 
the static and interactive dis- 
plays in English and other for- 
eign languages, including 
raraian (b^t can listen to 
with hyiphones. Computer 
pro^amming that will allow 
niUer explanations over the 
headphones may take some 
time. 

But there is a lot you can 
figure out even without foe 
language. If you are a 55- 
year-old child like me. you 
may .find illumin^on in the 
simplest displays, such as the 
tilt^ globe moving in a circle 
like the Eaitb’s orbit around 
the sun. represented here by 
laoqM that sirow how the 
planet's incUnatioo on its axis 
creates foe seasons. 

More complicated di^lays 
show, for exMiple. how satri- 
Utes using ra^ measure- 
meats of foe ocean's surface 
can determine wave heights, 
and thus wind speeds, and 
how global positioning satel- 
lites tell you precisely where 
you are on the ^xsund 


'CifnuiLYNEW' 

“I was v^ impressed,” 
said Valentine Abdy, tite 
Euzope:m rejsresentative of 
foe Smithsonian Instirutittu 
who is intimately fa miliar 
with its National Air and 
Space Museum in Washing- 
ron. ”I expected to see a pale 
Imitation and instead what I 
discovered was something 
entirely new and origina]. 
dealing with the problems 
and r^ities of space.” 

■ If La Cite de I'Espace is a 
teaching tool, it is also terrific 
frui, as Plachez showed while 
demonstrating, with tiw ben- 
efit of a clever c^cal illu- 
sion, how easily he seemed 
able to le^ half 2us own 
height in the feeble gravit- 
ation of the earfo’s moon. 

The moon finally came to 
foe museum on Dec. 10, 1998. 
when a moon rock brought 
back on foe Apdilo 15 -rus- 
sion by foe astronaut David 
Scott was put on fosplay until 
March 7, 1999. On loan from 
foe National Aeronautics and 
Space Admini^tion, the 
rock is the centeipjece of a 
series of leraporaiy exhibit 
on foe moon and the Amer- 
icui rockets and space vriti- 
cles that first put asnonauts 
onto its surface 30 years ago. 

Most of foe space hardware 
on riew is European, with foe 
two biggest pieces being tire 
Russian Mir station, sold to 
the museum indkectiy by au- 
thorities of the cash-starved 
Russian space program TotSI 
milliofl. and a nrodel of a 
towering Ariane 5 rocket de- 
veloped by the European 
Space Agency and its part- 
ners in France and elsewhere 
to launch private satellites at 
S80 million a whadL 


But, say officials at La Cite 
de I’Espace. NASA rives 
most of its obsolete hardware 
to the National Air and Space 
Museum. 

”We wtxtid like to -have 
more American objects on 
display,” Burel said. “The 
greatest space power in foe 
world isn t well represented 
here, and it ought to be.” 

Nevertheless. John Gleim 
is here, holMraphically, in 
his Mercury raendship 1, as 
is Yuri Gagarin in Vosiok 1. 
And when Glenn went aloft 
again in foe space shuttle Dis- 
covery in October, the mu- 
seum showed the launching 
live on a scre en . 

Originally plaiming a mu- 
seum of sculpture on the she, 
in an open plain near the 
city’s firat ai^oit, Toulouse 
set its sights on space ixtste^ 
In 19^, forming a semipubiic 
company tl^ raised more 
than $27 million to finance 
the museum. 

About half the mone^’came 
firm funds provided by .foe 
city, various state ministries 
and agencies and the Midi- 
Pyrenees rerional council. 
The rest came from other 
founding members or asso- 
ciates. including foe European 
Space Agen^ the National 
Space Study Centen Aerospa- 
tiale (the French component 
of the Airbus consortium); 
Maira Marconi Space: dte na- 
tional gas and electricity util- 
ities, Meteo Bance. the 
national weafoer agency. 

Now, with an operating 
budget of around S5.5 million 
a year, foe challenge, Plachez 
says, is keeping foe exhibits 
up wifo the fast-changing en- 
vironment the museum rep- 
resents. OvoenthuriasDc 
scboolchildrea also take a toll 
on sensitive toggles on the 
imeractive displays, and ke» 
tire small maintenance staff, 
in black jeans and dark-blue 
wintforeakers, on foe run. 

The central pm of the 
building, behind a striking 
metal screen font resembles a 
deep space radio telescope, 
has three levels. You start by 
passing a scale model show.- 
mg various satellites orbiting 
the earth, beginning with the 
space shuttle arri going 
farfoer bm in space to geo- 
stationary conunuiiicatioos 
satellites at 36,000 kilomeiers 
(2Z,500.mlIes). 

U9^ OP AND AORAT Interact- 
ive displays farther along ex- 
plain how all tiiose satellites 
get up there, and what they're 
used for. One of the first is a 
"satellite table” that chal- 
lenges you to launch a little 
ted saieUiie and observe the 
shape of die orbit achieved by 
applying or not applying 
spe^at various points inthe 
trajectory with a booster — 
one of 170 sucb interactive 
devices visitors come across, 
this one teaching a bit of ce- 
lestial mechanics. 

A little farther on, you 



La Cite de I'Espace opened on the eastern outskirts of Toulouse in ffiW-/997. 


choose your own rocket 
launcher and satellite, pro- 
gram foe, launch on a com- 
puter, and foen go inside a 
realistic-looldng control 
room to watch, on largemon- 
itoring screens on the walL 
blastoff and entry into orbit, 
all in real time, thou^ the 

imageg BTC of COUTSe fOmS OT 
computer simulations. 

As you move along, holo- 
graphs of actors playing key 
scientists from Is^ Newton 
to Albert Einstein and 
Wemher von Braun can be‘ 
summoned up to tell you what 
their discoveries meant for 
space exploration, arul a linle 
about their lives. 

The choice of Von Braun, 
who used to do this sort of 
thing on Walt Disney tele- 
vision shows before foe Ei- 
senhower administration 
drafted him to help the United 
States catch up to foe Russian 
Sputnik with me launch of the 
first American Explorer satel- 
lite in 1958, initially caused 
snne controversy. Some vis- 
itors thought foe museum let 
him off too easily for his work 
on the killer V-2 rockets built 


by the Nazis during World 
War n wifo foe help of forced 
labor at foe rocket research 
center in Peenemunde. 

A model of Sputnik hangs 
over the stairs to foe second 
flocH'. which explores foe uses 
of satellite observation of 
Earth, with demonstrations of 
what satellites have dis- 
covered about vegetation, tid- 
al action, ozone levels and 
winds, and how the>' ore used 
to forecast foe weather. 

ERE was the clearest 
explanation I have 
everseco of how jfoo- 
tographic intages in space are 
converted into digits for 
transmission to and 

then reconverted into pic- 
tures. and I understood for the 
first time hou* satellites using 
radar can scan the ocean's 
surface and produce an ap- 

E roximate picture of the sea 
ottom — foe surface is full of 
bumps and dips that roughly 
mirror the ones thousands of 
feetbelow^it seems. 

The top floor focuses on 
exploration of foe universe. 
Here are fhsclnattng close- 


ups from fly-bys of the 
moons of Jupiter, and erola- 
naiions of how foe Hubble 
Telesctm has chatted nott' 
tions of the age and size 
. the cosmos. 

On foe ground floor again, 
the Planetarium (reserve a 
seat for a showing when you 
buy your tickers) takes vou on 
a quick virtual tour of the sot- 
or system and the gaiaixy, us- 
ing an Amencan Digistar 2 
three-dimensiCHial projects 
wifo some seats that recline 
almost horizontally for a bet- 
ter view. A sirnukted colli- 
sion wifo an asteroid acts as 
an alarm clock for iho^ who 
need oire. 

The small museum shop is 
full of toys, models, souverir 
meteor fragments, boOks and 
even "space wine” firom foe 
Domaine de Ribonnot ncafc^ 
by , a red that costs about $ 1 
bottle. 

La Cite de I'Espace isopen 
daite e.wept Mondcofs from 
9:30 AM. ta6 P.M., 7' PM. on 
H'eekends. holidays and in the 
sunmer. It is t^'n Mondays 
os hW/ dttrin/; school hoit- 
rfovs. 


% 





The museum has a host of interactive-computer and mechanical displays. 
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By Mia Turner 



EDfolG — In his cramped workshop, 
smelling of glue and littered wifo 
wood shavings, Tang Qiliang makes 
foe toys his family has crobed for 
four geneiadons. He is China’s Geppetto, de- 
voted to his work despite tire fact dial it teinp 
him liide income. But uniiice Geppetto, Tang’s 
Pinocchiosv^ never dance on stages or sii^ 
for hiin. Instead, at 80, the Beijing toymakCTis 
struggling to keep tus toys from dri^ 
langis one of 50 such ciafrsmen in Beijing, 
the oldest of whom is 85. He fears he is among 
the last. "I would teach anyone for firee how to 
make these toys,” he says. But even his son 
and grandson are not interested. His son, for 
instance, earns more money working in a 
Beijing coal factoty. 

And Tang's failing eyesi^c is a sign foat 
foe end of his craft is near. "These are foe last 
of their kind.” he says of foe carefully 
wooden and pa^^-odtehd coys tiiat line foe 
shelves in his small home on an old courtyard 
in central Beijing, which be shares wifo an- 
other family, “t^dren stUl love my toys 
when foey see them,” he says proud^. 

caMMlTiD alNiiiATieNS Most children 
only get to see them once a year, however, at 
foe local temple fairs held during foe Chin^ 
New Year when artisans emerge to sell foeir 
toys. In an era of video and battery-operated 
games, the marketability of Tang’s toys Is 
limited. Toy shops in foe c^tal won’t sell 
them. And in the toy department of foe ca{^ 
ital's Sciiech Plaza the biggest selling items 
are Legos. 

Pa^ts wan t toys that make foeir children 
thi^' ' says Zhang Xihui, an employee at foe 
Scttech mall . He say s. many [Kirents jay as 

much as U70 yu^ ($167) for a Lego set, no 
small sum in a city where monthly salaries 
avera^ 1,000 yuan. They also want toys that 
are absolutely safe, he adds. Tang's hand- 
made wooden toys, vfoich today are often 
roughly made bemuse of his poor eyesight, 
mi^t not be able to provide thar guarantee. 
Liang Zuwang, general- secretary of foe 



Tang Qiliang in his workshop in Beijing. "These are the last of their kind. ' 


UUTvibsr 


Beijing Toy Association and an avid toy col- 
lector, says foat traditional toys still have a 
roleto play in Chi^ "Computer games don’t 
develop the ImaginatiOD of children no matter 
how much stores insist that what is new or 
trnported is better,” be contends. Chinese 
kites and paper lanterns have the ad- 
vantage of getting children outdoors, unlike 
toys that have foem sitting in firont of a screen 
Or slouched in an armchair. 

His 12-year-old grandson, Liang Zhan- 
zban, disagrees, however, and prefers playing 
computer games. “Tbegenerations.aren’tthe. 
same, so the xvy% aren't foe same.” he says 
wifo a shrug. 


Lilte Tang, foe elder IJang insists that tra- 
dition must be- preserved, ling’s creations, 
which are of toys that date from the 

Qing Dynasty (1644- 19 1 2), all have a story to 
telL They are meant not only to de lig ht , but. 
also to teach children about their culture’s 
history and values. Tang’s colorful horses and 
carria^ are steeped in'tnemories of ancient 
legends of emperors: "Videogames don’t tell 
you anythiz^ about hUttuy ’he says. 

Like the slow disappearance of his tra- 
ditional toys. Tang’s life reflects the fading 
histoty of thlf chy. One of the few Manchos 
still living here, he recalls whm foe city a 

strong Maoebu presence. His forefathers ar- 


rived in Beijing in the 1 7fo century as mem- 
bers of the Blue Banner group, a tottalion 
soldiers who protected the Qmg emperor. 

As a way to supplement a soldl^^ meager 
income, great-grandfather b^an making 
toys, a craft was at one time dominated by 
toymafcers of Manchu origin, Tang asserts. It 
became a vocation that his father passed on to 
his descendants. 

'When he was 10, Tang began learning die 
trade from his ftuher. He also concihued his 
father’s practice of getting his toys to markets 
around the. city. But in 1958 private-busi- 
nesses were banned by foe government and 
Tang was forced to abandon his livelihood: he 
was given a job in a.Beijing toy factory, where 
he worked until his rerirement in 1979. Theiuj 
he returned to his private workshop. W 

[ANG'S life reflects the enornicfos 
changes foat have taken place in modem 
— Qtina. He proudly uiea to preserve his 
Manchu heritage, but in foe chaotic decade of 
the Cultural involution he had to hide hU 
txigins to survive, deflecting tire bands of 
frinatical Red Guards wreaking havoc around 
the country by claimii^ that he was Han 
Chinese. 

“I burnt our family’s genealogical boeJe 
just, in case,” he remembers with sadness. It 
was his last tnomunent to his Manchu roots. 
No tangible proof remains of his family's 
heritage except his toys, and now even those 
are condemned to disappear. 

. Before they are gone, however, Liang, of 
foe toy association, is busy collecting them. 
He has scoured China for toys like Tang's, and . 
already has more than 1,000 pieces from 
around foe country, including contemporoiy 
ones. He hopes to open a small museum in his 
home one day to display his collection. * 'liicy 
have to be preserved,' Uong asserts. 

When he U not making toys, Taiig con'l^ 
found selling them outside his courtya^'. 
house on Guozijian Street near Confucius 
Temple in Beijing. Telephone: (86) 10-6400- 
2 303, 







Mia Thrner \ivrks for Time, oiagazinv in 
Beijing. 
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The ThimSsb Line 

wsicbed wiitott, 

two decades ia 
% “™ed him into 

' • il'sfiJIw n^steiy, but 

not l2SSi?S^y obvions that they have 
TOi dimmed his visual genius. is a 

of all that ma d p his 

tSl* majestic, even if 

tms movie s difficidties will soon an- 
nounce themselves with equal clarity 
l5J®nmuemly brilliant as it is, “The 
inm Red I^e” shows w^ being a 
^eat iilm director and directing a great 
nJia not the same. Having envisioned 

u a^tanon of James Jones’s famous 
since at least 1988, 
Mabck has had time to drift far afield of 
jus ongmal idea and into somethins 
‘*® starting point was a 
oook full of gut reactions and /tiwaiiiv? 
pamculars, Malick has moved the ma- . 
tenal to a different plane. Disjointed 
poetic effects and ravishing physical 
b«u!y now supplant the nuts and bolls 
of wartime exp^nce. As filmed mag- 
, i nmcCTdy by John ToU, “The Thin Red 
•. T Line” seems to capture every Ma/tp' of 
pass gloriously also reminding 
the audience over two and threo-Quaiter 
. hours how very many blades of grass are 
here. Nick Nolle joins Sean Penn, Fiiaa 
Koteas and Woody Harrelson as stars 
who mwage to emerge with strong per- 
sonalities intact But no one here has a 
role with much contnmity, since the 
film’s editing shows off the perfoimers 
to such poor advantage. “The Thin Red 
Line” will as easily fascinate t h os e at- 
tuned to Malick's artistry as it might 
disappoinr anyone in search of a plot 
“The Thin Red Line” is one more film 
that could have been helped by excising 
repetition and focusing perfor mances , 
but it wanders almost randomly insmaH 
The bean-piercing moments that punc- 
tuate its rambling are glimps es of what 
might have b^. (Janet Maslin, IffT) 

.^lAbuelo 

Directed hy Jose Luis Caret. Spain. 

Jose Luis Garci won the 1982 beet for- 
eign film Oscar fcH- * ‘Begin the Beguine* * 
and he's back now with “El Abuelo” 
(The Grandfather), an erigiDSSiiig and 
luscious adaptation of a tale by die Span- 
ish writer Benito Perez Galdos. The plot 
concerns an eccentric aristocrat who re- 
turns broke from the Americas to. his 
native northern Spain at die turn of die 
century, where he locks horos widi his 


movie guide 
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Ri^ael Alonso^ left, and Farnando Fernan-Gomez in El Abuelo. ' 


widowed and defiant danghter-in-law. 
She has had two daughters, one by an 
extramarital affair, an<i the grandfather 
despendely wants to know wbkb of the 
channiiig two young ^Is is his true 
descendant Fecnando Femao-Gomez, a 
neatly revered Spanish vtferan actor who 
sports a fiowing white beard here, offers 
a commanding ponrayal of the grand- 
fadier, fall of wisdom yet bedevil by 
the search for the truth. The daughter-in- 
law, played by Cayetana Gullen Cuervo, 
is crecfible but not nearly his on-screen 
match. That void is filled by Rafael 
Alonso, another veteraojji^yixig die tu- 
tor of die two girls in his fi^ wpearance 
before his death last October, 'rae scenes 
between die two old men on the win^ 
swept verdant cli& of Sp^ make an 
indelible |Hint on the emotions, adding 
humor just at the ri ght times. The char- 
acters who com|xise the town’s, small- 
minded and greedy elite add spice to the 
plot, and even the twoyoi^ actresses as 
die girls are an added delight The lesnlt 
is film lasting two-and-a-faalf hours, slow 
die standards of action-packed Amer- 
ican movies, but here weaving a mag- 
nificent spell on the viewer. The Spani^ 
Film Academy has submitted . “El 
Abuelo” as its candidate for a best for- 
eign film C^ar. , (AI Goodman. IHT) 

Love Is THE Devil 

Directed by John Mayhury. V,JC. 
'Whidiisnxsetnteresting — anartist’sart 
or his pdvaie Ufa? When it comes to the 
Eoglisn punter Francis Bacon (1909- 
1992), wmi b the snbjea of a new film 


ARTS GUIDE 


' W RRITAIW 

: Eombuimh 

. V SooUah: Nallanal PorVaH Gal- 
\tory,teU (131 ) 332-2266, open daSy. 
->j To March 7; "Prophets and PBgrims: 

. RuaUn,Prou6tandNorlhemGoth- 
to."TheVictorianancirac-andTie- 
oiist John Ruslon (1819-1900) had 
! a great influence on severaJ 19th- 
century figures, such as Proust, 

• who transited Buskin^ woiks Into 
; French. The eriiibition ds^teys 
, drawings and watercolors. 

London 

National Gallery, tel; (171) 747- 
2885, open dally. To March 7; 

! “ZanobiStrozzl:lntheLightofFra 

• AngeUco." Brought together w4th 
' several paintings by Fra Angelico, 

wc»ks by Zanobi Stiozzl. one of his 
[ pupils. The cenlerpiece is the ISfr- 
; century painter’s “Annunciation." 

. wwwinaHonalgaHerj^org.uk 

:.J | CHINA I - 

< Shanohai , 

' Shanghai Museum, tel: (21) 
6372-3500, open daily. Contmo- 
-.Jng/lb Jan. 31; "Zao Wou-Ki: Sixty 

.Jtears Of Painting." Abstract oils by 

■ Chinese-boin painter reflecting 
European and Chinese Influences. 

■ FRANCE Z 

des Beaux-Aits, tel: 
20-06-78-00, dosed Mond^ . to 
M arch 14: "Goira: Un 
Ubre." On loan from Euro^n. 
American and 
lions. 60 works by ^ 

SS?»r (1746-1828). T^lndu^ 

I^ioious scenes commi^one^ 
the Spanish court and 
traits ot Madrid high sode^. sflU 
lifes and tapestry eartoons. 

Hleerlandais. tel: 01-53- 


59-12-40, doeed MorKlays. To 
F^. 14: “Rembrandt et Amster- 
dam." from his walks through the 
streets and along the rtver of Am- 
sterdam. Rembrandt (1 606-1 669) 
brou$^ back d/awln^ and etch- 
ings; More flian 40 works are ex- 
hibited with works by his oorrtem- 
porades. 

Husee-Galede de la Setta, tek 
Q1-45-66-60-17, closed Mondays 
and h^days- 1h March 7: 
“Kokosdika: Peintureset Oeuvres 
sur Pafrier, 1806-1931." Portraits- 
and landscapes in the early paint- 
ings, drawings and watoredors of 
the Austrian painter <1886-1 980). 

' wwwjelta.fr/musoe/ 

■ GERMANY 

nuuMcrair ' 

Mueeum fur Kunethandweifc, tel: 
(6^ 212^34037, dosed Mondays. 
1b Feb. 28: "The Southern Neigh- 
bore? Early Ceramics and Bronzes 
From \detnam." More than 80 early 
Vietnamese ceramics and bronzes 
from German. American and Brit- 
ish collections. 

■ HONGKONG 

Hong Kong Muaeum of Art, tel: 
(852) 2734-2167, dosed Thurs- 
days. To Jan. 31: “Cont^porary 
Portuguese Architecture: Sea, 
Stone and Space." Models and 
dictographs document how 10 
Portugu^ architects Integrate 
and tranisform the concepts ol 
modernism, fiinctionailsm and 
postmodernism In their deeigns. 

P ITAI.Y 

Milan* 

Palazzo Reale, tel: (02) 8691- 
5738, .open da^ To March 14: 
’’L’Anima e H Vbito." Invesflgates 
the interpretation of the relatlon- 
sMp between the mind and the 
lace, from Leonardo’s heroic man 
to Francis Bacon’s mangled flesh. 


The exhibition feahues 300 Italian 
and European artworks. 

Vemcc 

PataEso Onmei, tel; (041) 522- 
9875, Open daily. Conttnuing/To 
May 16: “I Maya." Six hundred 
items trace the devekipment of the 
Mayadvillzation In Central Amer- 
ica and Mexkx>. 

www.palasngrass.it 

HiA»M 

K a s aha, IbawakiPrefectwib 
KSsama Nichklo Mueeum of Art, 
td: (0296) 72^60, dosed Meri- 
da lb Jaiv 17: “SNko Munakata" 
Prints by the Japanees woodbtock 
prIntmHter (1903-1975). 

■ 

Ambterdan 

RQksmuseum, id: (20) 673-2121 . 
opan ddly. TO March 14: “Adriaen 
de Vrfes, ftnperfaf Sculptor. T556- 
1626." Frfty bronzes and 25 draw- 
ings and printe by the Dutch 
sculptor whose work was commis- 
sioned by Emperor RudofI II in 
Prague and other European roy- 
alty. The exhibition will travd to 
Stockholm and Los Angdes. 

■ SPAIN 

BUGAO 

Guggenhdm Museum, tel: (94) 
436-9000. dosed Mondays. Con- 
tinuing! TO Match 7: "Robert 
Rauschenberg: A Retrospective." 
Paintings and sculpture, by toe 
U.S.-b^ artist 

wwwJm3.ae/guggsnheim/ 

■ UNITED STAtTe- 

MlAW 

Bass Museum of Art, td: (305) 
673-7530, dosed Mondays. To 
Feb. 21 : “Maxim Kantor From Rus- 
sia's Past” Twenty paintlags by the 
Russian artist (bom 1 957). Kantor's 


large eitoreesionist worie reflect the 
^rs. rnisqry, sorrow and afienatlon 
of the indvidual in Soviet and Rus- 
sian sodeV The axhtoition wOl 
IraveMo Belfast and Luxembourg. 

NewYonk 

Museum of Modem Art, tel: (21 2) 
708-9400, dosed Wettoesdays. 
Conttniang! lb FOb. 2: "Jackson 
Pollock." A celebration of the 
American painter's *i^ tedmique. 
wwiK morrte.org 

Washmgton 

Natiorwi Gallery of Art. teb (202) 
737-4215, open daily. Continu- 
To Feb. 1 5: “Edo: Art in Japan , 
1615-1668." Painted > scrolls, 
screens, costumes, armor, sculp- 
ture. ceramics arxl l^uerware 
from the Tokugawa period. 
www.nga.gov 

.CLOSING SOON 
Ahemcas 

Jaa 10: "Master Drawings From toe. 
Hermitage and Pushkin Museums." 
Morgan LRirary, New York. 

Asia 

Jan. 10: “Catiigraphle Art" Tokyo 
Edo Huseuoi, Tbkya 
Jan. 10: “Cape's Ufa." War pho- 
tographs by Rctoen Capa. Sog Oo- 
partment Store in Chiba, IMrjre- 

Eunope 

Jan. 10: “l^legna to Rubens" 
and “Claude Lorain." British Mu- 
seum, London. 

Jan. 10: “Paul Gauguin: Das Vte- 
lorene Parades." Neue NatkHV 
algalerie, Berlin. 

Jarr. 10: “Fdipe 11, Un Prindpe del 
Renadmiento." Musao def Pra- 
do, Madrid. 

Jaa 11: .“Lorenzo Lotto." Gtand 
Palais, Paris. 

Jan. 15: “Rene Magritte." Pushkin 
Musetnn, Moscow. 

Cornpifedhy EfasPeto Ropto'ns 
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ACROSS 

iBignamein 

bnkdtball 

IB Fills up 
isStepsup 

isPa^iik^ 

LeoncBwaflo 

op^ 

• it “Dead —7' 
(1991 thrtiler) 

IS Blue bloods 
so Some landing 

sites 

a 'Under a Glass 
Beir wirier 

aaitbasin 
as “jdius Caesar- 

setting 


aaTTwBsnd-phte- 

pager 

gt — kebab - 
aaFuae 

ai Takeoff 
331940 Fonda role 
asMr.Musdes 
3t words rdteBied 
h-M— -meet 

MPCkey 
41 Kind Of reaction 
4S Public address 
syst^? 
aaSalestofce 

47 C«y northwest of 

Syrecuse 
BBCout records 


Solution 


to Puni* of J*®' 


snnan nnnS 

asa 


•2 Drops on tile ' 
groistd 

9x01(101 budge 
asCooorcucfwo 
■7 internet 
destinations 
at Shut Off (from) 
seUkeil-Oown 
at Chat 
tslnherenlly 
as “Reeling In the 
Yaars'toefc 
group '• 


iTteeawlth. 

sawtoofh-edgad 

leaves 

a Umberto II waa 
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THE FREQUENT TRAVELER 

Challenges for the New Year 


By Roger Collis 

Intmuhowil HerM 7n^ow 


W HAT are my prediedoos 
f» travel m 19^ Your 
crystal tall is as good as 
inioe. The Asian financial 
cdlapsa last year, followed crises in 
Russia and Bra^ earned the economic 
pundits a reputation forperfect hindsight. 
[d Eun^ and Norfii Amerka, we're still 
waiting for the other shoe to drop. 

Wh^er the seller's market mat air- 
lines and hotels have enjoyed until now 
— with hi^ load factors and occupant^ 
rates — will shift to a buyer's market tiiis 
year, is an open question. But don't 
eaqieet business travel to get eheaperany 
time soon. Analysts predict tiiat pas- 
senger numbers grow by 




ecutive of Crossair, Swissair's regional 
subsidiary', said, “Travelers are al^ to 
be cheated again.” 

“Airline alliances are nothing more 
than mou^olies,” he said. “We are in 
the Qualiflyer group because of Swissair- 
But I'm not altowed to compete any more 
against a guy in the same alliance. I don*t 
know what's going to happen; but t don't 
think alliances will last too k^.'* 
Upgrades — one of the most soughi- 
after beneflis of fiequent-fl ier programs 
— could be one of die first casualties of 
airline alliances. The problem for 
“elite** frequent flyer members is shar- 
ing scarce upgrade seats with travelers 
belonging to p^er programs. Some 
alUan^ pn^ubit “cross upgrades.” 
Murray Creoifield, a reader in Tel 


tac^r^y, writer-director John M^bury 
weighs in on the side of his private lire, the 
lurid derails of which are explored : — bm 
without QhnninatioD in the visually 
stylish but ultimaiely obscure “Love Is 
die Devil” Some of diis k^ffadness is 
due to the fact that Bacon's estate dH not 
allow the . filmmaker to use any oi ^ 
artist's actual works in the movie. Whu’s 
strai^ely mi«rng in this stray of a great 
but troubled artist is the art it^. Wtat's 
left ia the tawdry butclosefy observed tale 
of a man for whom fiieads seem like so 
many mbes of paint to be squeezed dry 
and then discarded in his notoriously 
cluttered studia The chief victim of 
low regard Is George Dyer (^niel C^g), 
a Cockney btuglar seduced by Bacon 
(Derek Jacobi)* widi the blunt (aiul un- 
likely) line “Take off your doibes,” 
when die painter encounters him in hU 
studio in the Twiddle of the ni^L Lo and 
behold, the two become an hem, lasting 
some seven yeara 1 hesitate to use tta 
term “lovers,” since affectxxi seems to 
have little to do whh dieir relationship. 
Dyer caters to Bacon’s tastes for pain aru 
rough sex, while Bacon returns die favra 
by CQodesirendmgly introducing the kyw- 
elasfi Dyer to the supercilions toffs he 
drinks vriih. Jacobi's physical transfor- 
mation into Bacon is remarkable — he 
has his scornful, penetrating eyes and the 
dowonimed mouth of a mao who has 
tasted something bhrer. The uncanny like- 
ness, however, is all the more fiusirating 
because ^ rmpeisonaiion 

fords linle insight into what made this 
monster tick. (Michael O' Sullivan. WP) 


about 6 pen^t — slightly 

less than available seats. But Camers are desperate to 

airlines will be able to main- . -ttt >*> 

high busine^ fares as maintain Yields by holding 

they CQQSohdate tbeir matket . . ^ 

domina^ through alliances pnces for premium fares. 

and code-sharing, in which * •r i j 

one airline sells tickets on its 

partners' filets. Arguable benefits to Aviv, writes to complain that Swissair 
travelers ore better connections, a wider refiis^ to redeem a reward for miles 
choice of destinations and “sramless'* earned on DeJra. its alliance partner, 
transfers. But unless market forces in- Vi^en he remonstrated with Delta, 


crease competition, the only sign of bet- 
ter deals are lower costs for carriers. 


Greenfield was told that his “‘free” tick- 
et would cost nearly twice as many miles 


There is still competition — between as the same ticket issued by Swissair 
alliances. Look out for more consoli- anyway. So much for lecmrocity. 


anyway. So much for lecrprocny. 
dation this year as airlines join one or Meanwhile, expect air fares in EuroM 

another of the major groups. There are: to rise by at l^i o percent — especially 
Star Alliance of Air Canada, Air New in the mint cabins. Business-class fares 
Tea (and, Ansect, Lufthansa, SAS. Thai in Britain are higher t^e\'er(t\pically 
Airlines, United Airlines and Varig; more than twice the price of unrKtricte^ 
One-Worldof American Airlines, British economy fares V Premium fares across 
Airways, Canadian Airlines, Ca^y Pa- the Atlantic from Britain are 2S to 30 
rafic, Finnairand Qantas, and Qualifiyer percent higher than from cities in Con- 


Gioup ot Swissair, Crossair, Austrian 
Airii^, Delia Airlines and Sabena. 
New alliances are .innniinrjd almost 


liDenial Europe, although you'll find the 
best discount fares in London. 

The good news is that such no-frills 


every day — BA, Cathay Pacific. Iberia, carrieis as Ryanair, EasyJet, Debonair, 


Japan Airlines and LOT Polish Airlines; 
Northwest Airlines and Continental; 
American and USAin Singapore and 
China airlines; Air New Zealand and 
Singapore. And a bewildering release 
from Swissair the other day about 
* ‘ Swissair ^press: a new look ror code- 
share flights,” wherel^ “Swissair and 
Air One of Italy will now fly Ziuich- 
Venice andZurich-Bologna routes using 


Virgin Expr^s and British Airways Go 
offer a growing network of cheap one- 
way fares among more than 30 des- 
tinations. This is the thin end of the 
wedge for major high-cost carriers as 
business travelers forgo spurious frills 
for cheap fares. BA adnuts that it is 
losii^ business to its low-cost clone. 

Demand for hotel rooms in Eurc^ 
will remain strong, particularly for mid- 


a Debonair aircraft in a special ‘ Swissair range properties with rates increasing by 
Express' Uvety.” You can never be sure 4 to 6 percent as travelers look for vriue 
that the airline you book, or think you 've in the shadow of a feared recession. 
booke4 is the one you will actually fly. In the United States, Michael Boult. 
Moritz Suter, president and chira ex- director of supplier relations at Rosen- 


bluth Iniemaiional, says that unrestric- 
ted domestic air fares could increase by 4 
to 8 percent, while restricted fares could 
rise 1 to S percent. Travelers to Europe 
will pay3to5percent more than in 1998. 
while those flying irans-Pacific routes 
can expea to 'pay 5 to 7 percent less. 
Hotel and car rental prices could in- 
crease 5 to 8 percent, mainly because 
of consolidation and les.s com^tition. 

Business travelers in the .Asia-Pacific 
region win also face increases in air faros 
and lodging in 19^. "While .Asia-Pacific 
cannot be seen os one story, 1 999 will be 
a holding year where ecratomies tiy to re- 
establi^ their bo^ and build a pattern 
for grouih,” said Clint Cable, general 
manager of supplier relations at Rosen- 
bluth in Sydn^'. “Companies that took 

advantage of 1998's lower air 

■ ' " fares and hotel costs mav see 

price increases of 3 to per- 
cent this year.” 

Most major airlines in the 
.Asia-^cific region surs'ived 
the 19^ economic crisis b> 
restructuring routes to re- 
move suipIiLS cap:icit>' and 
cutting operating costs. Some camers 
are now cutting agencs* commissions 
and dropping dueci deals with compa- 
nies. 

HOTELS MOLD STEADY “Hotels in most 
cities, such as Svdne>' and Taipei, arc 
still holding steady,” Ctfole said. “Only 
new hotels seem to be offering specials. 
Capacity in the hotel market has in- 
creased. but it probably will nut leaii lu 
additional savings for business travelers 
because it U only meeting current ile- 
mand. In cities where hotel prices 
dropped dramatically in 1998. such as 
Hong Kong and Bangkok, the feeling is 
that rates will not drop any funher. The 
business-travel market has not de- 
creased in .Asia-Pacific — it remains 
quite strong: and the crisis has forced 
businesses to look for new morkeis and 
connect with new customers.” 

This is refleaed in the American En- 
press Asia-Pacific Airfare Index for the 
fourth quanerof 1 99S. which show s a fare 
increase of one percent — a hit more for 
business class — in the last three months. 
Promotions still offer ba^ns. but car- 
riers are desperate to maintain yields b>‘ 
holding prices for premium fans. 

The challenge for business travelers is 
to beat the system. 

Roger Collis can he reached hv fa.\ at 
(3S^) 9S‘74-77-92. 
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MADNESS 
ON THE COUCH 
Blanung the Victim 
in ibc Heyday of 
Psychoanalysis 
By Edward Dolnick. 294 
pages. 525. Simon &. Schuster. 

Reviewed by 
David Brown 

T he tenn “medical sci- 
ence'* is common par- 
lance, but in truth medicine has 
been B science for only a small 
pan of its 2,S0()-yev history. 
The esq^erimenral design of 
clinical research — random- 
ized controlled trials to test 
tiierapy, and prospective con- 
troU^ studies to test theories 
ofcaosatioQ — did not become 
common until afrer World War 
n. In Lewis Thomas’s felicir- 
ous phrase, medicine is the 
“yotmgesr science.” 

For most of its history, 
medicine was exclusively a 
Danaxive ait. The patient told 
his story and the physician 
listened, examined and 
treated. The physician then 


retold the story to colleagues 
and students, with special at- 
tention to his interpretation of 
the illness and bis account of 
the omcome. In everything 
from rounds in teacb^ hos- 
pitals to case reports in med- 
ical journals, this oanative 
tradition is still an important 
part of medicine. 

But it is not without hazard, 
and it can do great dainage. 
That, among other thin^, is 
the lesson of Edward Dol- 
nick’s fascinating “Madness 
on die Couch.” 

The book tells the story of 
grievous mistakes made this 
century by the branch of 
medicine last to recog^e the 
value of scientific inquiry: 
psychiatry. The agent ot the 
mistakes is one of mankind’s 
most in^uential nairatives: 
Freudias psychology. 

Beginning with “The In- 
terpretation of Dreams” in 
1900, Sigmund Freud con- 
structed a system for under- 
standing nearly every aspect 
of human behavior. His tiie- 
ory explained child develop- 
ment and adult decision-mak- 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 

T he December tourna- 
ment of the Greater New 
York Bridge Assodation is 
now named for Edgar Kaplan, 
a great figure in the world of 
bndge who died in 1997. His 
contributions to the game at 
the local, national and inter- 
□anonal level were immeas- 
urable. 

On the diagramed deal in 
the 196S Spii^old Knockout 
Team Championsto, be held 
the East cards, with his fa- 
vorite partner. Norman Kay. 
sitting West. 

A dab lead would have in- 
sured defeat of the four-bean 
contract, but West naturally 
led the unbid diamond suit 
South would have survived if 
be had played low from 
doromy. but be erred slightly 
1^ framing the jack. This 
was covered by die queen, 
and South won with the ace 
an^layed the heart ace. ' 
Tta appearance of the 
queen was good news and bad 
news: There was a sure tnimp 
loser, but a good chance of 
loreping West out of the lead. 

Soufa continued trumps, 
losing the fourth round to 
East After a shift to a spade, 
die declarer would have won 
and led a diamond. That 
would have put Kay to the 
test. To prevent South from 
playing Che eight and makiog 
his 'contract, be would have 
had to put in the ten, an un- 
usual second-hand-hi^ plaj^. 

But K^dan did not permit 
dial possibili^ to develop. He 
renn^ the diamond four, for- 


cing his partner to play the ten. 
Now South was b^less.' If be 
woo with die king, be would be 
cut off from the last diamond 
in the dummy. If he ducked. 
West would be aMe to shift to 
clubs and defeat ihe cramacL 


NORTH 

*Q873 

95 

^ K J87 
* KISS 3 


WEST 

♦ K J 10 6 S 2 
OQ 

0 1062 

• 974 


BAST 

• 94 

7 109S5 
«Q84 
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SOUTH (D) 
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OAK J7432 
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• 82 

EUl and West were vulnerable 
The bidding: 
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2* 
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20 

Put 

3* 

Pus 
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3* 

Pass 

4^ 

Pus 

Pus 

Pus 


West led die dlaipcnd two. 


ing. It eiqilained religion, 
Uteraftire and many historical 
events. And, of course, it ex- 
plained mental illness. 

Almost nothing fell beyond 
Freudian psychology ’s power 
to interpret and explicate. 

Dolmck explores what 
happened when this daring 
and pridefiil attitude took on 
schizophrenia, autism and ob- 
sessive-compulsive ^sorder. 

Those dirw conditions are 
now generally conceded to be 
“bram diseases” in the sense 
ibataperson’s experience and 
character have little to do with 
either their occurrence or the 
course they take. Studies of 
identical twins, for example, 
have shown that genetic en- 
dowment plays a bigger role 
than upbringing in determin- 
ing becomes schizo- 
phrenic. Although autism is a 
great mystery, reasonably rig- 
orous research suggests it is 
not caused by anything par- 
ents do. Obsessive-compuls- 
ive disorder is a first cousin to 
sever^ indisputably neuro- 
logical illnesses. 

As it happens. Freud had 
little to say about schizo- 
phrenia; not so his followers. 
Hiey explored this terra in- 
cogmta armed with his un- 
wavering intellectual cer- 
lainty. 

Exactly bow they did their 
dainage was the material of 
endless papers, by dozens of 
psychoanalysts. Trade Tietze, 
a Johns Hopkins psychoana- 
lyst, found the mothers 
‘ ^subtly dominating. ' * To Har- 
old Series, it was the “ca- 
priciousness’’ of the mother’s 
love that was responsible. 
Theodore Lidz, chairman of 
psychi^ry at Yale, viewed 
schizophrenia as a “defi- 
ciency disease,” with parents 
failing to provide “nurturance, 
guidance and enculturation.” 

What these ideas shared 
was not only their harsh in- 
dictment of parents, but the 
utter lack of scientific evi- 
dence to support them. 

One of the more interesting 
parts of “Madness on the 
Couch" is the account of 
various efforts to corroborate, 
well after the fact, psycho- 
analysts* claims of success in 


Heating schizophrenia, aut- 
ism and obsessive-compuls- 
ive disorder. The record is 
very poor. In a particularly 
vivid example, a Jouroalisi 
tracked down one of Freud's 
most famous patients, a Rus- 
sian paralyzed by obsessions 
and nicknamed the Wolf Man 
because of a feature of one of 
his dreams. Freud treated him 
from I91010 1914. In 197.^at 
age 86, be said; “In reaiitj'. 
the whole thing looks like a 
catastrophe. I am in the some 
slate as when 1 first come to 
Freud.” 

Bui while it is easy to kick 
psychoanalysts around, it is 
also useful to imagine what 
they were facing 50 years 
ago. The aiiemaiive to their 
n^e of treatment w'os, in 
most cases, institutionaliza- 
tion in isolated and often hor- 
rible hospitals. For some pa- 
tients, it included ireuimenis 
that were invariably or often 
destraciive of their brains and 
psyches. With the arrival of 
Thorazine and other medic- 
ations, institutionalization 
was often accompanied by in- 
voluntary drug treatment. In 
this context, talk ihcrap> 
seems humane and benign, 
especially when, then os now. 
these illnesses appear to have 
so much conieni, so much 
meaning, for doctors and pa- 
tients to wrestle with. 

As a group, the therapists 
in “Madness on the Couch" 
lacked the ability to question 
orthodoxy and to face the ler- 
rible threat of competing ev- 
idence. Virtually none was a 
scientist, although all cloaked 
themselves in the magisterial 
rob« of science. 

bolnick, a former science 
reporter for The Boston 
Globe, makes ihj.s case finnly 
but fairly, and without the vi- 
tuperation that characterizes 
so much comemporaiy writ- 
ing about psychoanalysis. 
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U,S, Fighter Jet Fires 
On Iraqi Radar Site 

AUadtFoUowed ChaUmge in No-FUght’ Zone 


By Steven Lee Myers 

S<wT/Mc7imaSayiee 

WASHINGTON — An Iraqi anti- 
ancr^ battexy challenged a U.S. fighter 
jet patrolling nortliem Iraq once arain 
Thmsday as President Saddam Hns- 
sem's government pressed on with its 
of American-led enforcement 
of **no flight” zones over nordiem and 
soDtfaem Iraq. 

The Pentt^on said an F-16 patrolling 
northern Iraq attacked in self-defense 
after the batt^ point^ its radar at the 
fighter jet, evulaitly in prq)aratiott to 
fireand^e. 

It was not inunediaEely clear ^letber 
die miagiie fired tbe F-16 sbnck the 
battery, the Pentagon said, citing cloudy 
weather, but die jet and odier American 
aircraft panelling the area retnined nn- 
hanned to their base at Indriik, Thzk^. 


Clinton Plans 
$7 Billion for 
‘Star Wars’ 


By Steven Lee Myers 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — Sixteen years 
after Presideiit Ronald Reagan enviaoned 
a “star wars” pogiam, the S&megic De- 
fense Inidadve, to pro^ tbe Unified 
States from ballistic missile attacks, Pres- 
ident BiU Qintoap^ to ple^ about $7 
billion over six years fio Duild a limited 
tnissile defeiise system, althoui^ he 
leave a flnri dedsioa on vriiether to build 
h until laser, officials said. 

Mr. Clinton is not eiqiected to decide 
whether — and how — fio build a system 
nntil the summer of 2000. And at this 
point, no one has proved that such a 
system will work. 

But the officials srid the dedsioa to 
aside money in the Pentagon*s 
budget now was meant to underscore the 
administration’s political cooamimieiu 
to the idea and to head off growing 
criticism from RqMiblicans in Congress 
that Mr. Clinton was not doing enongli to 
defend the nation from a mi^e strike. 

Sinm ivCr. Reagan tmvriled his dream 
of creating an in^ene^ble Khirid 
against nuclear miMilgg in 1983, the 
Unified States has spent $S5 l^on try- 
ing to devekm a wmkablewe^xm — so 
far to no avau. But never before has any 
money been pot in die bn(^ actnally to 
build one. 

The money, which officials put at 
roughly $7 biUion, is part of the more 
than SlOO hilHon in new {^lending Mr. 
Clinton is e^qiected to propose giving die 
Pentagon between now and 2005 when 
he submits his budget to Congress next 
mondL 

The White House and Pesitagoa de- 
clined to discuss die spending proposal 
Wednesday,' but the diaimian of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Geoerai Henry 
Shelton, signaled die admunsiiation’s 
intent at an appearance Tuesday before 
the Senate Arn^ Services Committee. 

General Shelton said tbe Pentagon had 
the resources to continue to develop die 
program. Tbe admuistiatioa is ’ ’also pot- 
ting money into the program so diat at the 
time diat we have the tedmology, if in fact 
die direat justifies it dien we could go 
ahead with the fieldm^” be said when 
questioned about hfr. Omton’s commit- 
ment to a missUe defimse systeoL 

The system being d^eloped and 
tested is a mere shadow of die space- 
based network of satellites and lasers 
that Mr. Reagan envisioned to knock oat 
even the largest Soviet nuclear strike. 
The Pennon officially abandoned that 
concept in 1993 and has since concen- 
trated on using , ground- or sea-based 
missiles to intercqit pe rh a ps a few mis- 
siles launched eidw acddemally from a 
superpo^m like Rusria or deliberately 
by a hostile nation like Noidi Korea. 

Even with a pledge of mon^, the 
effort remains burdeaed with economic, 
technological, political and d^lomatic 
problems. 

Tbe system &ces a pivotal test ia 
Jane. The program’s dei^peis, led by 
the Boeing Co., plan to launch a damn^ 
missile &oin Vandenberg Air Force 
Base in Califinnia and tzy to destroy it in 
space over the Pacific Ocean with an 
intero^itor missile fired ftom Kwajaldn 
Atoll in the hforiiall Islands. 

Three more tests are scheduled next 
year before Mr. Clinttm makes a de- 
cisi(m to build the system. Previous tests 
of intercqitor mig^es have failed, as 
have tests of shortei-^aoge missiles, like 
those in the troubled Theater High- Alti- 
tude Area Defense program, or 
TTIAAD, run by the army. But officials 
at tiw Pentagon cjqness confidence that a 
limited system may at last be tedmo- 

^*^^^ateuant Colonel Richard Ldmer, 
spokesman for the Nuional NfissUe De- 
fotse Program, said Wednesday, 
’‘Those US vrho woifc in the program 
are v^ confident we’re going to have a 
wcxking ^stem, and we’re going to 
have h soon.” 

Rep ublicans in OongTcss have long 
wanted to revive at tost part of Mr. 
Reagan’s originai vision. Faced udth 
I^isiation manHaring Ae CTcalion of a 
national system. Mr. ciinmn promised . 
to proceed with research for three years 
and decide in 2000 on whether the threat 
justified bnilding a system 1^ 2003, a 
policy refared to a ’’tiburee plus duee.” 

Others said tire White House and Peor 
tagon hM ctnchided that die threat ftom 
miantes ftiam hostile na- 
ttois was growing, noting North Ktxea’s 
test of a three-staged mme on Ang. 31. 


The strike oemured Thursday mom- 
ingabont25kiioineters(lSmilBs)nordi- 
west of Mosul, a ciQr insi^ the nordiern 
“no fligjic” zone, near an area where 
Ihun fired sutface-m-air miegnaa 
ai U.S. jets Dec. 28. 

The Uoited States and its cre- 
ated the rone in the nordi in IWl and the 
one in the sontii a year later in order to 
protect ethnic populations from rques- 
sion Mr. Hnssein’s forces. They did 
so citing the autho^ of the United 
Nations res^ations in^posed as a con- 
dition fa endmgthe Gulf War. 

The skhmish^nrsday was the fonrth 
since die United States and Britain car- 
ried out four days* of air and miasne 
strikes, starting Elec. 17. 

Since tbe air raids, Iraq has increased 
its defiance of die UN resoluiions. 

On Tuesday, U.S. jets fired on faqi 
MiGs for the &st time in rix years, bat 
diey missed Id that mddeiit, Iraq sent 13 
to 15 jets into die zone in tbe most 
serious dialienge y^ 

Officials in the fltnlnn aHmtfitglrarinn 
have sought to downpl^ die mflit^ 
significance of the incucsions, saying 

that a haivtfiil of qhciafi ’Marring* * rnln 

the restricted rones, as one put it Thurs- 
day, posed no real threat to U.S. or 
Biitim patrols. 

Bat some of die Irroi jets have ven- 
turedmorethao lOOmito into die zones, 
sncoeeding in makiDg a gesture of de- 
fiance, if nothing else. 

The threats have also forced the 
United States and Britain into a de- 
fensive positioa, having to react to the 
cat-and-moose pfovocarions on Ixaq's 
time, not theirs. 

* At a meeting Tuesday of the Anned 
Services Committee in Washington, 
Senator John McCain of Arizona ex- 
{xessed ftustiation that the adminiatra- 
tioo was not doing more to reqxmd to the 
toiqi provocations, saying it was an- 
coasdonable to put Amettcan and Brit- 
pilots at risk wiihont bomtdng Iraqi 
aiifalds. 

“Rather than pot our pilots into 
hann’s way, do yon tfiink it's time we 
took out the aitfields and die aircraft that 
are gaining out and f*mH<wgi«g our rir 
assets in direct violation of die cease-fire 
agreement?’ ’ the Republican 
The chrirman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, General Pto^ Shelttm, responded 
by saying diat tire Pentagon alre^ had 
plans ‘ ‘‘oa die rireff” to strike Iraq again 
“if die prerident were to see fit to take 






PRETORIA — ASontbAfticananda 
Sandi Aralrian will fly to Libya within 
^ys to try to negotiate the sutrender of 
two Libyan snqi^ in die 1988 bonb- 
ing of a Pan Am jedinei, Presidait 
son Mandela said TTiuraday. 

Mr. Mandela made the announcement 
at a news conference with Prime Min- 
ister Tony Blair of Britain. 71^ botii 
expressed coafidence ibat an impasse 
that has pr^ented tire suspects from 
being tried in a third cotmtiy could be 
IhoI^ 

Mr. Blah said that there had been 
prog ress “<» an issue that some people 
tfaoi^t was completely InmiacticaL ' ' 
The downing <tf the New Yak-boond 
atriinar ovcT Lockesble, ScotUnd, oo 
Dec. 21. 1988, killed 270 people, 
hh. Mandela said Saudi Arabia’s am- 


bassador to Washhigtoii, Prince Ranria** 

bin Rnhan, anri tfiftri t w>r . t n r.gen«*l nfMr- 

Mandela’s office, Jakes Geswel, would 
fly to Libya in the next- few d^ to hold 
discDSSioas widi lAyan cfficials. Mr. 
Blair bari triad to his now i ntfainc to 
generalities rod grimaced friien Mr. Man- 
dela announced pwidh^ misaintn. 

Mr. Mandela has already played a 
role in cmivincing the United Stales and 
^tam to siqqxirt a neutral venne fa the 
trial and has relayed the proposal to die 
Libyan leader, Colobd Moammar 
Gadhafi, with whom Mr. Mandela main- 
tains dose xelatiOQs. 

Earlier, Mr. Blah signed an economic 


pact widi the South Amcan depuQr pres- 
ident, Thabo Mbeki, dre inan eiqiected to 
succeed Mr. Mandela as presidenL 
The two men signed a declaration of 
mtent on rndostrial cooperation, vriudi 


ASIA: Meaiiets From Seoid to Singapore Stage StrongRalUes 


that t]TO of action.” 

hi the latest incideiit Thursday, a R<>- 
land anti-ahciaft battery, built a 
French and German cotr^any, t^eted 
the F-16, but did not fire its missUe. 

The British defense secretary, Gemge 
Robertson, warned Thmaday that Ir^ 
faced fimher “decisive action” if its 
forces oontiiuwd to ttueaten U.S. and 
Britishjetsoverthe“no flight” zones. 

“We remaia ready,” be said in Lon- 
don, “and if action is necessary, h vrill 
be taken and taken vritbout notice.” 

Mr. Saddam vowed that Baghdad no 
longer would recognize the n^fly zones 
after the ah and misrile strftxs ih 
December, which were ordered after 
Iraq refused to cooperate with UN 
weapons ins p ecto ra . 

The soudiCT zone stretches ftom die 
border line with Kuwait, Sai^ Arabia 
rod Jordan to the 33d Parallel just south 
of Baghdad. 

The northern no-ily z<xie is riiove dw 
36diPUralleL 

■ Goff Foreign Ministers to Meet 

Foreign rmnistets of six Gulf states 
will nieet Sunday to coordinate th^ 
positions before a meeting on haq later 
mis month, Reuters reported Thnisday 
ftom Abu Dhabi, quoting die United 
Arab Frehates news agency WAM. 

Forrign Mmister fasmd Abdullah 
Noaimi of the EmiraK^ ^rill lead die 
oonfeienoe of Gulf Oxmenrion Coun- 
ciL 

The meeting is eaqiected to be held in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The council is conprised of rq i t e- 
seotatives ftom Batnain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qa^, Saudi Arabia and die United Arab 
Emirates. 


Continued from Page 1 

Mr. Overton oexed that in Hoag Kong, 
the Hang Seng index rose even after 
Ohina issued an unexpectedly bleak 
OTCqgDOSis fa its econo^ in 1^9. The 
cThingsg government said riwt lackluster 
Hgmand woold weakcQ its domestic 
economy, while the z^ooal criris 
would cause its export growth to falter. 

“The native implfations of these 
problems for this year’s ecoiomic per- 
tbonance should not be uaderestimat- 
ed.” toe government said. 

How ^ Hong Kong, which depends 
so heavily on China, react? Investors 
drove up toe Hang Se^ 4.5 percent, to 
10,693i7 points. 

' Analysts said shareholders were more 
focused on a cut in local interest rates, 
which was expected to be announced 
Friday by toe Hong Koi^ Association of 
Banks. 

In Jakarta, investors were distracted 
fitxn hidoDesia’s economic calamity by 
a new state bucket pnopos^ by Pres- 
ident B J. Hriubie. Economists raid Mr. 
Habibie had devised a realistic plan to 
deal widi Indonesia’s stagnant economy, 
spiraling inflation, and weak cunency. 

Beyd^ toese local factors, anai>^ 
noted diat Asia’s stock maii^ were 
now largely propelled by external 
forces, such as rate cuts in the United 
States and the strengthening yen. 

' “The tnmannmd of die yen has been a 
big help fa die rest of Asia,” said Dong 
Tao, a regional strategist at Credit S uisse 
Rist Bostro in Hong Kong. “It has 
ledaoeddu risk of curreocy volatiliQr in 
die rest of Asia, which has allowed mar- 
kets like Uoag K<mg to cat tfaedr own 
inurrat rates.” 

Yet some analysts wonder how mnch 


more Asian countries can rely on rate 
exits to jonq>-5tart their economies. In the 
past duee months, Hong Kong has cut 
rates four times, Singapore (faree times, 
and Thailand more ri»an a dozen times. 
Even widi rock-bottom rates in Thai- 
land, economisB said ^rvemmeiit 
has not been able to r^gnile consumer 
deman d OT corporate investment 

Moreover, experts doubt diat 
toe yen will maintain its streogth. The 
yen has been bolstered in recent days by 
the launch of the euro, which has di- 
verted soiite isvestrneat capilnl ftom die 
United States to Enrt^ On Thursday, 
the dollar finished in Tol^o at 1 10.88 
yen, toe lowest level in mexe dun two 
years. 

Bat hfr. Sargent predicted that as toe 
novelty of the euro wore c(S and tbe 
extent of Japan’s economic ills reem- 
erged, die yen woold resome its down- 


ward qiirai, reaching an exchange rate of 
140 yen to die dnllT by latK summer. 

To some experis, the most damagii^ 
potential side effect of the rally is trot it 
could breed complacency on the part of 
Asian govemments, prompting them ^ 
delay or even riiclve nee&d economic 
refams. 

’X^jslators and decision nukers 
may conclude that they don’t have to 
act,” said Jim Walker, the chief econ- 
omise of CLSA Global Emerging Mar- 
Iteis in Edinburgh. 

Mr. Walker noted that the Japanese 
stock market experienced a simUar.re- 
bouDd after Japan’s eoononuc collapse 
in 1989 and 1^. 

Several months later, after To^ro 
felled to deal widi the oountiy’s mu^ 
rooming financial crisis, the Nikkei sur- 
rendered its ^ins and plunged to new 
lows. 


CHINA: Police Aide Held in (rraft Inquiry 


ContzDued from Page 1 

gas, which are cheaper outside 'Qiina, 
hiinber, oewCTint, eiccttical items, 
American chioen parts and fruit ftom 

f^alffintmta atrm ng HiingK 

On Tuesday, Qnna annemn^ it was 
establishing a 10,000-meniber police 
force with qudal powera of attest and 
intetro^ation to stro smag^iD£..Tbe bn- 
xero wiU be paid fa by tbe hfinistty of 
Finance, said Lou Jiwei, a deputy mfa 
ister of finance. 

hfr. Li is a tongtime police veteran. Hie 
began his anttemuggling work in 1993, 
when he appeared on a govemmeDt list 
of officials woridng fa toe Iroding 


Group fa Craddng Down on Smpg- 
gliro tfau cmented under dte State Couii- 
ciL.bi 1995, he became deputy mmigiw 
ofpolice. 

Mr. li is also bdtoved to have had some 
responsflnlity fa couAdling the vast net- 
wtA of businesses nm Ity die Public 
Security Bmeau, wfaZdi like (he Qnnese 
Amxy and secret service, operated thou- 
sands of entaprises, ftom kaiadce haik 
and btodiels to fectories and golf clubs. 
Starting m Jnty, Beijing ordered die mil- 
ilaiy, ptdioe and secret services to divest 
diemsave s of most of these emeziirises 
and to get back to defentong, polidng and 
pa otec tia g the oonntry. It is nodear bow 
successful the divesihare has been. 


Police in Gape Town arresting a MnsBm who was part of a g^mipiprotesting U.S.-Brilish air strikes against Iraq. 

Envoys Going to Libya, Mandela Says 


conld see up to 40 biQkn rand ($7 lo- 
tion) of BritiA investment in Saudi 
Afiiea. No dei^ were released^ bat the 
investment is related to Sooto Afiica's 


Tbe British mms Westland and Brit- 
ish Aeroqiace have been named ro pre- 
feiied sni^lieis for four maritune neli- 
copteis tad 24 Hawk jet txaineis, 
reflectively. British Aero^ace’s 
Swedish partner Saab has also been 
oam^ as die p re f ened supplier fa 24 
Gripen jet fighters. (AP» Reuters) 

■ Radical MnsUnas Pretest Visit 


aneconomic South African policemen fired stun 


about 300 radical Muslims ptotestmg 
hfr. Blaft’s visit and last moodi’s joint 
U.S.-Britirii air strikes aainstftaq. Ren- 
ten rqported from Cqie Town. 


IRAQ.- 

Admission by V^S. 

Conrinued from Page 1 

itaryrfB<ters.diplomatsandoiberpto- 

&«ds serve on the coin^m 

The United Stales included some m- 
teUigence officers, using diptomaiK 
cover or other professional iwntitics, to. . 
pariwT intelligence^ independently, afc 
cojtiing to the officials. ^ dg 

tojaigsnee officere troicalb; per?^ 

their cover jobs wfile spying in 

iheir spate lime. , . 

The U.S. officials dto not say how 

many American inteUigcnce oSiceis 
served on toe commission or oesenbe 

toeir precise roles. 

The disclosure that American sm 
had worked as inspectors came after The 
Boston Globe reported diat American 
inielligcnce agents had u»^ « 

aco^ to spy on President Saddam 
Hiissein. The Washington Post also re? 
parted that the coimnissioD bad worked 
American spy agencies to coto 
intell^ence diat was used ro undermine 
Mr. Saddam. 

U.S. officials also said that Scott Rztter, 
an >^ieiican who served as a UN m- 
mector. was misinfbnned when he said 

toatfa United Sinim had takro ow 

no ev^^ 

idence to suroort soch an accus^on. 

A administration official said: 
“Iftiscom does not have an indigenous 
inf»»ifip«nce Capability! diat was 
provided Ity member states. The infa- 
it gathered was used to heto 
b tosk .Cadrii>m *s cnnc ftalme nt effort, aha 
tbe infinrmarinn' W8S passed oo to United 
Natimis Security Council members.'* 

In an interview, Mr. Ritter, a fooner 
U.S. Maxine Corps inteUigeDce officer,, 
rais^ the question of whether die in- 
specton improperly aided U.S. intelli- 
gence in ways threatened toe in- 
jectors* indqiendence or opened (hm 

vp to chai^ of qiying fa washingtoiL 

U.S. officials said Wednesday diat 
Mr. Ritter was describing a secret U.S.- 
assisted UN intelligence program diat be 
did not fully understand. 

Mr. Ritter said tbe inspectois had (tti 
veto^ ‘‘mediodologies,*’ wfaiefa he ^ 
fused to describe, that hdped them lin- . 
*a«ianH how ftaqi security services 
concealed sms jpn^iams. These secu- 
rity services ana concealment metoods 
were also used to ppim Mr. Saddam, he 
said. hft. Riner said his inqiectioii team 
a tremendous success using these 
methodologies” in March. A few weeks 
later, be said, U.S. officials approadied 
Richiud Bote, die Australian who is 

rfiarrmn n>f th^ IIV rttwimBCKi fm -. 

“b April, the U.S. went to Bute and 
wanted to take over a cettain portion of the 
system of how we tradt ihese weapons,” 
liv. Rilter said. * T wanted to make sure it 
WBS only fa tracking weapons, but the 

U.S. yranted to cut me out. 

I “Icoa^jio longer guarantee that the 
methodolo^ ' would be used” for , 
weapons inspectiros alone, and not tdF 
ben^ UJ. military and inteUigen» 
agencies, be said. 

“Bute wilt have to convince peqide 
that what the U.S. did was for Unseam,” 
Mr. Ritter said. “I dunk we were given 
assnrances the infennatioii would not be 
misused.” But, he added, believed Ih^ 
the United Sbtes had “used Buder.” 
think they set him up,” he said. 

Mr. Riper resigned in August, saying 
that tbe United States and the United 
Nations bad undermined die in^iectors. 

A government offidal familiar with 
die diroute 5^ Ritter was ill-in- 
fennea because toere had been a shift in 
tbecommissuxi’s int»nig enc^-g a>hftring 
methods last quing. 

“Unsoom’s efforts to collect infa- 
mation have gotten better,” (he official 
srid. “There was a peri^ when Mr. 
Ritter was familiar with these m^ hfw^y 
The methods have since gotten better, 
but Mr. Ritter wasn’t totally witting of 
what was done.” jV 

Mr. Buder said the commission hw 
as k ed for mewe advanced technology 
after discovering in 1995 die soph^ 
ticated lies and methods of concealment 
diat ftaq used to hide its weapons pro- 
gn^ and missile ejects. 

*T want to say this with all the force 
that I can: We fave never accepted or 
used any of that assistance for any other 
putpe^” thro disarmiro Iraq, Mr. But- 
ler said. “Have we fecilitated spying? 
Are we spies? Absolutely not” 


French Academy 
fktoes ‘Euroland’ 

New Ybrfc Times 5srvlc« 

PARIS — The French Academy 
officially advised Thursday that 
“Eurolrod” was not tbe jxoper 
word, in France at least, fw the 
group of 11 coimtries have in- 
troduced die euro as thrir new com- 
mon curreocy this year. 

Call it “the euro zone,” the 
Academy d ec re e d Ihnrsday: after 
alL is the United States “Dote- 
land?” Is Britain ’*Sttilingland?” 

“The Acadeoty advises agamar 
the use of ^Enrolaod,”’ toe august 
“Immortals” advised in a commn- 
niqnd Thursday, “because it is not 
toe name of a sovereign state or 
even a confedetaticxifbocsiinply the 
area of triplication of a treaty. 

Leaders in France fc ft fr p saying 
that the euro will finally finable 
Europe to stand up to die dollar in 
cum^ markets, so they did not 
warn toe new mon^ to be a TVojan 
horse fa another Anglo-Saxon lin^ 
guistic invarion of Ranee. 

So Erench-speakets had to act 
fest if ftan^ais was not to sabotage 
toe cmrency project ftom toe start 

What effect te Academyls rul- 
ing will have lemams to be seen. 
T& Bank of France, the Academy 
poinied out. used euro zone, but 
staitinE diis vearznanv of diefnnc- 
tiops of the Bank^Fcaiice will be 
handled by die European Crotral 
Bank based in Frankfurt 


EURO: Interest in Joining the Currency Zone Grows in Sweden, Denmark and Britain 
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weeks, includingritat of Trade Seuetaiy 
Peter Mandrisou, a leadu% advocate of 
British entry. 

As a result, iUtention in Britain re- 
mainedfixusedco toe slowing ecroomy, 
vriiich ptonqited die Barto of England on 
Thmsday to cot its key ntterest rate by a 
quarter pointy to 6 percent The cut, dte. 
faglfa reduction in as many moctfas, •was 
broadly welcomed by financial analysts 
but criticized as insofficienc by some 
hasbess and uiuon kadea. 

John Mraiks, leader die Trades Un- 
ion Omgiess, said concerns that the 
pound weakro a^inst toe euro 
could be slowing die pace of rate cuts. 
Even with die cut, he noted that tbe 
British rate remained twice as fa^ as toe 
3 pooent rate in the euro zone. 

The rate cut si^ialed toat Britain was 
‘ ’still on track fa continued easing, and 
hence to continue with the conver g eoce 

S teward Europe,” said Giles 
a serdor ecroomist at ^Credit 
ist Boston. Mr. Qiffe said rates 
could fell to 4J percent Ity the end of toe 
year because of the slavish economy, 
and toe afance of luflation pressures. 

The Danirii centra! bank also eased 
monetary policy Ihureday. lowering is 
T^nichaserate to 3.75 peitteaiftoffl 3.95 
percent, because of the recent stabilhy of 
mekrone. 

fe Sweden, speculation about an early 
enliy to the euro lifted the krcQia by abou t 
1 percent on a trade-weighted tans, and 
it rouked a rally in Swedish bonds. 

The Danish central bank lud pushed 


rates op sharply ih Sc 
die kroDefiooi tmnio 


tember to defend clined to oommeat cm rqiorts it had 
in global madeets appointed an investment bank to find a 


while euro-zone cutreocaea wore unaf- paiUijer. 


fected. That illostralioa of die benefits of 
toe euro, camtaned with glowing re- 
views about the currency’s tenneh. have 


Sweden has recrotiy lost toe 
headquarters of the proer company 
Stora AB and of Nordbanken because of 


sadoi to tte Eurtpean Union who wit- 
nessed a similar croinion swing before 
tfa^countiy joined the EU in 1»5. 

Frustrate by a similar wariness in 
Britain, Giles Radice, chai rman of die 


viewsabour*ecuneDcy’8lauiich.have StoraAB and of NoMbanken because Hou^of Coim^ 

con trib uted to a sea change in public, mergers wito paitnera m Finland, which 


opimoa. 

**AU of the niews about toe emo has 
' beenporiirve fa diepast tfareemboths,’ ’ 
said Lms AnelL a senior executive attoe 
automaker AB Volvo. 

By contrast, caqmrate Sweden has 
been shaken Jby zestracbiiing and mer- 




- ^’There is a rear of being mazsin- 
alized.” s- 

governments axe wary of oc»n< 


s government. 


gets that have heightened a sense of mitting to a leferendom just yet because 
insecority cm Europe’speripbeiy. Volvo toat ww give opponents a chance to 
its^ is tbe subject or bet^ takeover ftxms on issues like soyoreignty, said 
^leoalaticm, altoon^ Mr. Aoell de- Mr. Andl, a femner Swedbh amba g- 


persuade the pibUc,” ^ 


farm minisiff, on Thursday Ger- financing of die Umoa,” Mr. GUwany refes^m ^ subsidies, Britain 
ihaay to moderate its demands ooncen- ’TLet’s recognize it Bnt it is up to manv armif and Ger- 




ing die Eorc^wan Union budget and our German ftieods to ensure they are The §5^1?" * 
warned of crisis in Emope if toe dispute not makii% excessive demands, partic- toiron«MiWr.iJ??^ ^ 
was not resolved. ulariy if th^ want to get a deal under 

“We cannot rule out a. crisis see- their isesidency.” Kicm ^ 

oario,” Mr. Clavsty said In an inier- Tbie ferm minister also had tough redi^^ta‘ 4 h¥’i ^ 

view, “ft would be regrettable, harmful words fa Britain, which is’tiying to hold llirouah 
a^mccmmieheasil^atatimewliend^ on to a special budget reb^ wtm by 

euro is beiro laoncbed, die Amsterdam ibnnerPnnteMinister Margaret Tha ff^ . 

Treaty ratinro and foreign poli^ and er. ' ®ooce®ions 

commem security strerotoeoed.’’ .. fonoTirj^i"^ tTOviding oti 

He said Germany, w^ holds the ID' go oin fa ever,” he said. aocn^ literal 

tating European Unfapresideneyforfirst . EU leaden have set a March deadline ^^Sfapcing. 

batfofl99y;m QS tmodet^te<fanandsif -^gpreemg onEU finark-tog f-iian ■ &^^»^|tog^jo|yslaige 
it waxiB to broker a deal Goznany is' But discussfas have bogged down v ovoan ^ ^88 


through HifinTT-j 

MTcSlS? ^ paints to feiznera. 

make' ^ ««ty hifi 

seemeTdtof 

Swed^t ^7**^ members 
^^^smt, but retterated France’s 




V' 

i>. ■ ” 


in a Call on Bonn to Soften Budget Demands 

Roam postmig to cut its hefty odotributioiis. soutoAm " - ' . t 

PARIS ^ Jean Olavany, the Erencfa- “There is a Gennan problem over the resirt Spain ^ 




5 suggested cutting 
as an altemative. 
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On-Line Firms Let Investors 
Grab a Share of New Issues 

Internet Gives Investment Banld^ 


Warnings of Trouble 
Hit Brazilian Stocks 
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By Elizabeth Corcoran 

an oil man fixan New Or- 
Ican^ IS not a laxrfessional investor 
. does not Bave inaiH^ 
on St«t. Butto^iSte 
got ms hands on somedunn that 
n^y amateor investors had lone 
Itoughtwas zeserved for 
elites: The first lucrative shares of 
scane hot newly lanncbed public 
conqianies, including Eai&WA 
wc., Tickietmastcr Qnline-Qhy- 
SMTch hic. and UWd Inc., at ite 

• official imtial ofSoiog price. 

He did h by joining an investment 
gioim on the World Wide Web. 

Add mvestment banldng to the 
lut of businesses that are Twi«g 

Amazone d,” or reshwed by the 
I nt e m eL With the help cn die gi^ w 
network, individnal mvestois such 
as Ms. Kni^t are starting to elbow 
their wot into what has long been 
essentiaUy aclosed-doorparty. 

F(n d e cades, investment 
have tightly controlled the issue of 
new securities, doling out raly a 
tiny number of shares in initial pub- 
lic offerings to -individiials, often 
peOTle wim personal connections, 
ana selling die rest to big insti- 
tnticmal investors at the |»eset 
price. 

Holders of the IPO shares 
turn around and sell ihetn in to the 
public maiket at somedmes huge 
markups. For exanqile, stock of 
Tl^lobe.com Inc. was distributed 
to investors at $9 a share, and wh» 
it opened Nov. 13 it rose rapidly to 
$97 a share before closing at about 
$63. ends was a (»e^y record for 
an initial public offering, but huge 
(xie-day increases are not uncom- 
moo.) The Interoet service firm has 
since dropped back, widi its stock 
trading at $33375 in midday trad- 
ingTbursday. 

^ose who got in mi the r^fering 
could have m^dplied dieir invest- 


meot more than lOtimes in less than 

a day. Investors who are not so 
lucky had to the higher, share, 
price availabk once ti^&igopened 
to everyone. 

As on-line irwtiTig fi rme have be- 
come a more potent force — about 

halfofdietradMby PhyT] gs,<^<»lniwih 
Carp. *8 5.4 TnilKnai cnatrirn fir s DOW 
take place in cybexqjace — they 
have begun that invest- 

ment banks give diem a»iH their in- 
vestors a seat at the IPO table. 






As on-line trading jOrms have become a more 
potent force, di^ have began demanding that 


seat at the table of initial public ofiferings. 


vidoals in the «>nital-Taigmg pro- 
cess,” said Mr. ‘Lessm, who de* 


to die Wdi*s power to cfaai^ the 
way business is transacted, just as 

no other l^acy businesses are im- ' 

mone,’* said John Hsher, a venture •*. .I!--.-*- 

ca|dtaJist and board member of Wit 

Cental, a New York-based fimw- 

cial start-up. **lt emild well tnm qwt 

that individnais change the fnndar As on-line trading firms have become a more 

potent force, they have began demanding that 
ically been establiriied by insdtu- investment ImwiItb ojve *hftm and their investors a 

nnng_ ’ 

For now, inanbeis of the on-line scat at the taUe of initial public ofiferings. 

financial commonrty see diis tread ; 

as a positive stq> toward making vidnals in the capit^-raisiiig pro- vestors to put iq> only h«if the a 
financ i al mazkets more democratic, cess,” said Mr. ‘Losin, who do* nee^ fic^ eadi purchase, with 
But it is unclear how investors and scribes the current fsoc^ of luring balance l^t to tte investor by 
regulators would react in a market money in IPQs as “totally flawed firm maintainix^ die account), 
slninp, when middle-class specu- finnn die vamage point (rfmdividu- Wit largely aiityatf-a the l 
lators could sofier serious losses als. shares it receives on a "^first-cor 

fimn IPOs. There is also the risk that and other firms, melnding first-served” basis to membm « 

successful eady deals involving Qiazles Sclwab and E*TYade ha^ put m a nunimum order fix'] 
strocgcon^anies could be followed Orot^Inc.^ have succeeded m coax- shares. Qlnvestors then have di 
much Dslrier ofierings, which tng investment tanks to set aside a days to put enou^ money in d) 
small investors mig^notTecogiiize simdl percentage of IPO shares for account to buy the stocta). M 
as bed gambles. them, vdikh ih^ make avail^^ agers do tty to ensure that sh 

One ofdie early piooeers in open- dieir membezs. Afisr spendh^ distributuai is “equitable,” bo 
ing the IPO dom is Ca^taL yeys on Wall Street, Mr. Lessin ever, and would not give, say, all 
Although the company was fotmded quips: “I foel like rmbreakmg into shares in an issue to one meml 
in 1996, it became a media star in acounttyclnblusedtobeamaidier Other firms do it difieiendy. 1 
when Itobert Lessin, a foimer ol” So far, has ofiisred shares example, £*Trade divides up all 
vice chainnan of Salomon Smith in 42 different initial public offer- 

Barncy Inc., jcHbed as (haionan and ingstomvesbxsrodiaslifr.KjiigbL See INVEST, Page 12 
dhief executive. Since then, he has Membeish^ in Wit is open' to any- 
attracted a blnO'Chi^ rosier <^boa^ one. 

monbeis, as well as the fenner To trade stocks ihroug)L Wit; in- y ^ 

Oiarles Schwab vice dhairman vestors must have at least $1,0(X) in /C aJ jm 

Ronald Readman. a cash account or $^000 in a “inar- 

“We*re about enqwweting indi- gin” account (which allows in- JisoiliMMS 




money in IPQs as “totally flawed” 
fiemn die vamage point of individu- 
als. 

and other firms, melnding 
Qiazles Sclwab and E*TYade 
Orotq) Inc., have succeeded m coax- 
ing investment banks to set aside a 
simdl percentage of IPO shares for 
tfiaffrij udiich they nTaW available to 
dieir membezs. Afisr spendn^ 
yeys on Wall Street, Mr. Lessin 
quips: “Ifoel like Fm breakmg into 
a country clnb I used to be a moifoer 
ol” So far, Vfit has ofiisred shares 
in 42 diffoent initial public offer- 
ings to invesbxs rodi as Idr. KnigbL 
Membersh^ in 'Wit is open' to any- 
one. 

To trade stocks ihroug)L Wit; in- 
vestors most have at least $1,0(X) in 
a cash account or $^000 in a “inar- 
gin'* account (which allows in- 


vestors to put up only half the 
needed £»* eadi pmdiase. with tta 
balance lent to tte investor by the 

firm maintiMwing die aCCOUnt). 

'Wit largely allocates the IPO 
shares it receives on a "^first-come, 
first-served” basis to members who 
have put m a nnnimum order ita 1 00 
shares. Cfevestors then have diree 
days to put enou^ money in their' 
account to buy the stocks). Man- 
agers do try to ensure that share 
distributimi is “equitable,” how- 
ever, and would not give, say, all the 
shares in an issue to one member. 
Other firnvt do it difierently. For 
example, £*Trade divic^ up all die 

See INVEST, Page 12 
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BRASILIA — Biaal's stock maricmt 
foil sharply Thursday after two of tta 
country I biggest states said diey would 
delay ddn payments to tta federal gov- 
ernment 

The threats by Nfinas Gerais and Rio 
Orande do Sul underlined the country's 
shaliy finances, rattling investors. 

The • federal government's own 
mounting budm deficit and the threat 
of a cntieocy devaluation prompied die 
IntemadODal Mouetaiy Fund to arrange 
$413 Inllion in emergency loansm 
November. 

“The view of investors is diat Brazil 
has one shot to get it right, given diat 
diOT have the IMF patdage in place,” 
said Vinod SettS^, a managing director 
at SG Cowen Securities. “To &ie, they 
have not mmired confidence.” 

Brazil's benchmadc Bovespa stock 
index fell S.14 percent to close at 
6,954.17 p<Mm& 

The trouble in Minas Gerais, Brazil's 
durd-weahhiest state, threatens to bal- 
loon into a political feud ttat could 
weaken support for fiscal reform. 

It comes at a delicate moment for 
Resident Fernando Hem»^ Cardoso, 
who is Hying to woo back mvesKirs ly 
ptahing threwgh a contentious belt-tighi- 
emng austerity packatt in Congress. 

“This is a pcwtical^ue tnore than an 
economic one in its impacL” said Car- 
los Kawall, chief economist at Citibank. 
“In teniis of die numbers it would not 
make the fiscal adjustment derail,” he 
said. “But you have the political side. 
This is a face-off.” 

The governor of Minas Gerais, It- 
amar Franco, said Wednesday the state 
had an “abtolute lack of mon^“ to 
make payments on some 1 8 billion reals 
($15 billicm) and scoffed at a threatened 
reprisal from Mr. Cardbsa 

On Thursday, die governor of Rio 
Grande do Sul, which owes 17 billion 
reals to the fod^ govemment, said it 
would delay payment oo this year’s first 
installm ent <n its debt — • abrat 64 mil- 
lion reals due next Friday. Emeiging- 
maricec debt prices fell imme diately on 
qieculatioD me debt moratorium could 
also affect Eurobonds issued by Minas 
(jerais, thou^ the state has not taken a 
stand on the issue. 


The announcement stole the lime- 
light from die goverement on the day it 
got its re fo nn plan moving through 
Coogiess again. The govemmem still 
faces a much tougher battle when con- 
troversial measures hit the lower house 
of Coitgress this month. 

Amara^^^ned ‘w^^^^^gh^^u 
the debt default could impan the gov- 
enunent's fiscal efforu and force it to 
maintain hig^ interest rates, which are 
near 30 pererat annually. 

“The president is worried 1^ the idea, 
by the moratorium proposal, because 
any movement in that airectirm could 
slow the decline in interest rates,” Mr. 
Amaral -said. 

Under a debt accord Minas Gerais 
signed last year, the state pledged to pay 
about 123 percent of its mrathly rev- 
enue to the central govemment. That’s 
about 80 million reals a month. It is 
paying a below-mariret interest rate of 
73 percent. 

As for Rio Grande do Sul, “sincewe 
inherited a budget deficit of 1.2 billion 
reals from the previous govemment and 
we sp^ 70 percent of revenue on 
salarin and payrolls, diat leaves us 
noduDg,” said a spokesman for the 
province. 

Analysts have said Mr. Franco and 
the other governors have threatened to 
withhold debt payments as a bargaining 
tactic to win better payment terms with 
the federal govemmenL 

The governors of Minas Gerais, Rio 
Grande do Sul and four other states 
ruled by opposition parties have asked 
fix' a meeting Jan. 18 with Mr. Cardoso 
and Finance Ministry officials to cry to 
review the debt acco^. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 

■ Menem Rules Out Devaluation 

President Carlos Menem of Argen- 
tina has ruled out the possibil^ of a 
devaluation of the peso and ^nied that 
Brazil's financial troubles would affect 
Argentina's economy, Agence France- 
Pre^ reported frran Buenos Aires. 

“We are mana^g our peso,” the 
president said,” 'We are not fliinldng 
about devaluing.” . 

He said the peso’s parity with die 
dol^ would continue. 
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Euro Should Push tI.K. 
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By Reginald Dale 

Inunuiitmal HenUi TrOnaie 

S OUTHAMPTON, Qigland — 
For many Britirii children and 

their parents, Christmas }S not 

ff>m piete without a panto- 
mime, a unique theatrical spectacle 
that blendsfo^ tale, satire, burfesque 
and musical ccunedy. 

In this season's lavish oSiriog at the 

Mayflower Theatre here — 
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears — 
the villain is a comically wicked-lock- 
ing foreigner named after a World War 

n Herman bombcx, with a nasty 

thwngh indetenninale Continental ac- 

ceoL - ,, 

The riiow is foxther proof, if any 
were needed, that British cidtoie re- 
mains distinct from that of the 

tinent. As biaries Darwm discovoed 

in die Galapagos Islands, i sjand 
creatures evolve differendy from 

tftose on die mainlaDd. 

But Goldilocks also transmits a 
more sinister message — Cootinen^ 
cannot be trusted — tfaat tf 
totoasies for British chilj^.lt h“ 
Ions a staple theme of Bntam s 
t^ticailypowerfitipowilmpTMS'^ 
^aicd to appeal to rmlhons of adnlt 

as much of the Contin^ 
okiTgiSt step tow^ 

by introducing a M|Je ®***^®S’ S! 
eio — without Bnwn — 
geyman of the British tabloids is Ger- 

idea that an evU Gwixiany is 
ioe pcd ^ ^ European 

contmuiog bv ^tSSc 


i^htists in the increaringly anli-Enxo- . 
pean oiqiosition Conservative Party. 

Of course there are {denty -of sen- 
sible Britons who do not fall for such 
scare-mODgei^. But the po/ini to r&< 
meniber is dds: Prime Mmster Tony 
Blair is not telling the whole inidi 
vriien he tries to make out that the pros 
and cons of Britain joining die euro 
one day are excinsivety economic. 

It is tipe that eoononucs is briiiiid 
die drexre of much of British bnaness 
and rndnstiy and the City of London to 
join the new c uE re n qr qoickfy. 

. Most Britons, moreover, seem to 
agree on the need for close trade links 
with die Cemtinent 

But die main seusoos Britain is hes- 
itating over die euro, as it has befrne 
every new st^ toward European 
unity, are histoncal, cultural and emo- 
tim^ • 

Whatever .the economics, die ref- 
erendum hfr. Blair has prxxiused 
would almost certainly rgect the euro 
if it were hrid today. 

The point- is like Darwin’s 
finches m the Galapagos, die British 
reaHy are differeriL Safe from invasion 
in their island fortress, die sea-gmi% 
British have develop^ a pragmatic 
political and ecoDomic phikec^^. 
and an attachment to free enterprise 
and individnal freedom, that differs m 
im port ant ways from tiaditirxial Con- 
tmcntBl thjnkihg. 

Much tikft their American cousins, 
die Brititii. believe in taking the woiid 
as it is and in^iroying h bit bit, 
rather ti^n foremg it into some ideal- 
istic grand d^ign. 

The dangos presented by previous 
atteirqits to unite the Continent whedi- 
er under Napoleon or Hitler, are 
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Bank of England Cuts Key Rate Again 

4lh Reduction in 4 Months Comes as Economy Slides Toward Recession 



deeply etcl^ into the nation's col- 
lective memory. 

While Britain has joined in Euro- 
pean int^ration to achieve practical 
economic and political ohjecizves, it 
has never been able to commit ilrelf 
vriK^eheartedly to the venture's more 
visionary anurak^* 

The problem is that the euro makes 
h harder *han ever to wiaiomin that 
ambignity — as Mr. Blair is tryi^ to 
do with his oommitment to join in 
principle, but ix>t juA yet 
Ultonately, Britain mnst be in or 
oat But memberafaip demands the 
pooling of for more natinnal sover- 
eignty titan any previous stqp to in- 
t^ation — a price that frir many 
^tons is simply too high. 

l^foybe die enio will finally fotee 
Britain to face im to the zeal qnestirai: 
Is there a frnm of European integration 
in which l^tain would feel truly com- 
fortable? Tte answo: so for is tbat no 
sndb foott has yet been invented. It 
may never be. But it certainly won't be 
if ^ British shut tbemseli^es off in 
diear isfond fortress. 

E-mail address: 
T7iinkahead@washpost.com 


By Alan Cowell 

New yortTuHa Service 

LONDON — For the fourdi time in 
as many months, the Bank of England 
lowered a key interest rate Thursday as 
tta Biitisb economy continned'its slide 
toward a much-feared recession. 

Tta lednctxxi, to 6 percent from 635 
percent, midged Brid^ rates slightly 
closer tt> the prevailing rate among toe 1 1 
natiraiB in tta new euro single currency. 

But it also illnnunated tta yawning 
divide b^een Britain and much of 
fymtinental BuTope, where die Euro- 
pean Central Bank left its 3 percent 
beochinatk rate unchanged Thursday 
after its first meeting since the euro was 
launched Monday. (Page 13) 

Analysts said tta Bntisb rate cut was 
pu^y a result of British and interaa- 
tifgiial economic jnessuzes rather than 
part of a strata to bring Britain closer 
into line with toe euro. 

“Britain is definitely a basticn of 
"out,' ’’raidBiyanAflwarthy,aEurepean 
eqn^ strat^jst at MeiiiD Ly^ & Ca 

While other countries outside the euro 
— notably Denmark and Sweden — 
seemed petised to move closer to the new 
curr e n cy, British political opposition 
seemed as strong as it ever has been. 

Jondug the euro ""is not inevitable,'’ 
said w niiaiYi Hague, leader of tta 
position Conservative Party, buoyed ly an 
opinion surv^ too^iK 52 perceat ^ le- 
qiondeols oppo^ to toe new cuirncy. 

“It was inevitaUe that toe Titanic was 
going to set sail, but that doesn’t mean 


you had to be on h,*'' he said. “You have 
to make your own choi^ You have to 
exercise your own JudgmenL” 

Denmark, whose currency is formal- 
ly linked to the euro, brought its bench- 
tnarlc interest line closer into line wito 
die euro standard. Danish rates were cut 
to 3.75 percent frtxn 3.95 percent, and 
analysts predicted furtoer cuts in the 
next few mraidis. 

The reduction in British rates was 
seen largely as a response to ^ eco- 
nomic slowdown that spread fixxn 
manufocturiiig to the service industries 
lespcxisible m much of the recent eco- 
nomic grow^ 

Announcing tta cu t, the Bank of Eng- 
land’s Monetary Policy Cotnmittee — 
which has had sole responsibility for 
settiiig interest rates since tta Labex 
govemmeDt came to power in May 1997 
— cited a “continuing slowdown in the 
U.K. economy” and said pressure for 
inflatiotta^ pay increases had eased. 

Indust rialis ts and employers are 
clearly eiqiectiog frmber cuts to bring 
.British rates clc^ to levels in toe 11 
euro countries. 

The reduction Thursday “is unlikely 
to diqiel industry's new year blues,” 
said Kate Barker, chief economic ad- 
viser at the Confederation ^ British 
Industry enqiloyers organization. 

“Further interest rate cuts will be 
needed to ward off the danger of out- 
right recession.” 

The rate cm, moreover, had scant inq»ct 
on tta pound's value aga^ toe euro, wito 
toe euro traefittg at azo^ ‘^33 pence. 


The rate is equivalent to 2.77 
Deutsche marks to toe pound — an 
exchange rate that British nporters say 
harms them ly malting tiieir go<^ too 
expensive fin buyers in Continental 
Eimm. 

“(JUT ultimate objective must be to 
bring U.K. interest rates into line wito 
our competitors in tta new euro zone as 
soon as possible," said Ian P&ep, 
deputy director-general of die British 
Others of CcMnmerce. 

Britain's ability to deploy monetary 
policy to counter its economic woes 
plays directly into the debate about the 
euro here. 

The currency’s critics say Britain 
would be fooli^ to follow the 1 1 euro 
nations into a union where interest rate 
and exchange rate policy are now being 
controlled by the European Central 
Bank 

On tta other band, Britain's position 
on the outside has left tta country vul- 
nerable to other perils. 

The creation of tta euro, Mr. All- 
worthy said, means Britain is “sand- 
wiched bemeen two super-econo- 
mies,” the euro zone and the United 
States, a position likely to be marked by 
volatility in the pound. 

Tta Bank of England’s governor, Ed- 
die George, has shied away from sug- 
gestions of formal coordination 
tween British and euro-zone monetary 
policy, but has noted that both the Euro- 
pean Central Bank and the Bank of 
England are committed to pursuing sim- 
ilar anti-inflation policies. 


Firms Reach an Accord on Derivatives 
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By SteiAen Labaton 
and Ilmotby L. O'Brien 

New yoTit Times Serme 

WASHINGTON — 'With the bless- 
ing of tta U.S. govenunent, some of tta 
world's largest financial instimtions 
have agreed to try to set industtywide 
standards in toe tage and volatile mar- 
ket in complex securities known as de- 
rivatives. 

By setting its own guidelines, the 
indiisliy hqpes to isevent recurrences of 
tile pm hlwnB riiat have. arisen in tta 
derivatives rrmricefs and keep stricter 
regulations from being iiivosed by 
Washington. 

But previous attenqits at self-regu- 
latioa w tiie derivatives markets have 
met wito limited success. ThOT did little 
to stave off ^ near-collapse last 
September of a large U.S.-basro hedge 
fu^ Long-Term ^pital Management 
LP. It had fflvested heavily in deriv- 
atives, which are financial contracts that 
are siqiposed to man^ a company's 
risks, particularly in times of economic 
turbulence. 

Executives involved in crafting the 
a gTftftmftnt, whidi was to be formally 
announced Tbursd^, said tiie group 
would b^in to write a set of industry 


guidelines by late spring that would 
cover trading practices, lending stan- 
dards, disclosure requirements and oto- 
er matters. 

E. Goald Cmigau, a former {res- 
ident of die Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York who is now a senior ex- 
ecutive at Goldman, Sachs & Co., and 
Stephen Thieke, a top executive at J.P. 
Morgan A Co., will be co-chainnen of 
the mdustry group. TTie other members 
of tta group are Barclays PLC, Bear 
Steams A Co„ Chase Manhattan Coip., 
Citigroup, Cr^t Suisse First Bost^ 
Deutsche Bank AG, Brothers 

Inc., Merrill Lynch & Co., Morgan Stan- 
ley Dean 'Witter fric. and UBS AG. 

The agreement was reached in New 
York on Wednesday at a meeting of top 
executives from 12 international insu- 
tntions and senior U.S. officials includ- 
ing Aitour Levitt Jr., chairman of tta 
Securities and Exchange Cteziinissiim. 
Tta agreement was wannly embraced 
by Federal Reserve Board Chai rman 
Alan.Greenspan andTreasory Secretaiy 
Robot Rubin. 

Mr. Robin beads an interagency 
group dial is considering what dianges 
may be necessary in tta largely un- 
regiilated and ste^y growing market 
in derivatives, so nanwi because thdr 


value is derived from the value of un- 
derlying products such as slocks, bonds 
orcunencies. 

Thomas Russo, an authority on de- 
rivatives r^ulation and managing di- 
recto' at Tjjiman Brotbeis, said the for- 
mation of the gnmp “is hi^y 
significant and a cmlit to tta govern- 
ment regulatOTs { 0 * encoura^ng a 
{mvaie initiative to have global brat prac- 
tices in the lisk-mana^eniem atea.*^ 

But some a^ysts osagreed and were 
other critiral of the effort or skqitical of 
what it would ultimately achieve. 

“I diink it's the Ibx guarding dw 
henhouse,” said Charles Peabody, a 
banking aimlyst wito Mitchell Securi- 
ties Inc. in New York. “There's an 
iflherent conflict because you wrai't |X>- 
lice sometoing too caref^y if you're 
making a lot m money on it” 

U.S. officials involved in an inter- 
agency group led W Mr. Rubin that was 
set up after the cohapse of Long-Term 
Capital said its craclusons would not 
be affected by the industry's work. 

Washington has so far moved cau- 
tiously in formulating any new regu- 
lations on toe industry. 

Most of the indus^ group’s mem- 
bers were involved in the bailout of 
Long-Term Capital. 
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MllIB Hog-Ghit Puzzle: Farmers Suffer^ but Sales Ikrive AirTouch 

Said to Be 

MCI Tar get 


30-Year T-Bond Yield 
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By David Barboza 

Af(ffr Ibrt ?iw« Service 

PARK RIDG^ niinoU — Koside 
a giaDt Donumck's sapenn ai ket 
Sam Veotma was buying some 
high-grade pork chops: 

At $3.99 a poima, hfr. Ventora 
was not fretting. ‘^Uiis isn't a steal, 
but the faice is fine,** he said, nn- 
loading a cart of groceries at die 
cbeckwt counter as his S-year-old 
SOD, Vinnie, looked on. **We eat 
porkevoy week, and you neverh^ 
bad things about it — none ^ diat 
mad-oow staff.” 

Bid to Rick Dean, a bog iamier in 

Leroy, HliD(^ two and a half hours 
south of this Chicago suburb, the 
price was a di^race. While the pcxk 
products fiom one of his hogs yi^ 
about $304 at tbe supexmadc^ he 
was paid just $29 each when be took 
his hogs to market a few weeks 
— do^fix>mabout$110ayearago. 

* *We've got a lot of financial stress,” 
said Mr. Dean, atfaitd-generat^h^ 
janner. **lt*s pr etty discouraging.” 


What is ha|K>ening to all rba* 
mo^? Fedenu ofifidals are look- 
ing into that question afierhog tim- 
ers around the United States com- 
plained that smoediing wnn.<m ai was 
going on, smnedung unfair — per- 
Im even ill^aL 
For more than six moiuhs. a glut in 
the number of hogs beii^ raised sent 
bog pdees phmmeting to Depres- 
sion-era tows. B ut tbeprice of poik at 
the meat counter has barely budged. 

While much of the Un^ States 
is splurging on chops, ham and 

bacon, aUegadons of pzice-goaging 
are bring leveiol against the meac- 
packeis who tdm hogs into pork 
products and to a lesser caoent 
against the supermarket chains that 
sell them. 

We’re very concerned abmit the 
[uices modneets are gridng paid,** 
Cynthia. Cunningham, a 
spokeswoman at die National Pork 
Rodueexs Cooncil in Des Moines, 
Iowa. **Somethiitg isn't right” 
Meatpackers and retaileis coomer 
that govenunent figures fidl to re- 


flect a significant dre^ in prices be- 
cause t^ do not me^ure die 
amount of pork sold at a discount 
“Almost everydung we sell 
moves at a qiedal pnee,” said Tim 
Hanmimids, presidoU of the Food 
Marketing toroWe In Washington, a 
trade group that leprewnts sraxie of 
dte largest grocery (raains. “Retailers 
are aggressively featuring potk.” 
They also argue, with the support 
c^many economists, that traditional 
si^ly and demand largely explain 
why pricn have pTuoiged even 
though the price of pork has lUK 
fallen anywhere near as much. 

Rrices for live hogs have bounced 
off their lows in recent days, reach- 
ing 19- cents a poimd Tuesday, ac- 
cording to die Department of Ag- 
.licuhims — up tom. a low of 10 
cents a pound in December. 

. It is no surprise that the farmers* 

Federal aebatov^^^ 

some pricing data could be faulty, 
but- they are also concerned about 
■the growing gap between hog prices 


at the farm level, whirii are down 65 
percent, and pttic prices at the ceoil 
level, wfaiefa are down about 2 per- 
cent or 3 percent — a qnead that 
economisis b Me of die widest 

on record. 

. Agriculture Secietaiy Dan GUck- 
man has -asked the Justice Dri>art- 
ment and die Federal Trade Com- 
mission to look into possible price- 
fixing oranti-coitqietitiveincing by 




The Nattonal Primers Union is 
urging federal officials to investi- 
gate conmedtioD in the pork in- 
dustry, where 75 percent of tbe 
packing is controlled by just six 
conqaiues — Smidifield Foods 
Inc., IBP Inc., Swift & Co., Excel, 
Fannland Foods Inc. and Hoixncl 
Foods Cevp. 

Several large meatoackera say 
diey have cut prices about 30 per- 
cent from a year ago and are wort:- 
ing overtime lo slaughter and pro- 
cess a rec^ number of hm ment 
diu 2 miUton a week — 10 pc 
more than a year ago. 


I percent 
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Very briefly! 


Brazil and Clinton Keep IhTestors on Edge 


• E*Trade Group Inc., the on-line broker, and GoMman 
Sachs Group LP, the investment banker, have each agreed to 
buy a 25 percent voting interest in Archtoclago, ^riiich operries 
an electronic commnnicarions oetwoik fri Nasdaq stocks. 

• Tiffau j & Co., the second-largest U.S. jewelry retailer, said 
its largest shareholder, MMsukoshi Ltd., plans to sell its 12 
percent stake of 3-88 xnillion shares in apnblic offering. 

• Microsoft Corp. is to buy Chicago-based FASA Inter- 
active Techurit^es Inc., a conqmter games maker. Hnancial 
terms of the acquisition were not disclosed. 

• Finova Group Inc., the financial services cranpany, is to buy 
Sirrom Cap^ Corp.. a specialty finance con^any based in 
Nashville, Tennessee, about »79 million in sto^ 

• Rite Aid Corp., the No. 3 U.S. drugstore operator, is to opeu 
General Nutrition Cos. straes witfam 1400 of dieir stores in 
an alliance with the nutritional supplemrat company. 

• Bethlehran Steel Corp. is to close die stainless sheet- and 
str^metal operations of its Washir^ten Steel unit and cut 540 
jobs, dtiDg losses from cheap steel inqiorts. 

• U.S. job cuts surged to 103,166 in December, makmg 1998 

the worst job-cut year of the decade, accorcUng to Sie in- 
temational outplacement finn Challengor, Gray & Christ- 
mas Inc. Reuters, Bloomberg, AP 


Wall Street Too Optimistic? 

Blooaiierg Business News 

NEW YORK Abt^ Josqdi Cohen of Goldman, Sachs & 
Co., ooe.of Wall Street’s most bullish strate^;ists, and the 
Fedaal ReservedepuQf diahman, Alice Rivl^ saidTliuisday 
that stocks may have risen too fiir, too fysL 
1^. Cohen said stocks were beiter buys four months a^, 
while Ms. Rivlin said, “You have to be extiemriy optimistic 
about earnings to justify diese stodc values.” 
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CawpBrebfOirSuffFitmOl^aKka 

NEW YORK — Stocks 
Thursday as investors, unsRftM by 
nmihtmg ynfmf«ecoiiomigtitiiiHeTn 

Brazil ^ the impeadmoot tiiri of 
ResideraBiU Clint^ ttxA pirfftsaite 
a lalfy to lecord Mgbs Weemesday. 

But technology stocks lemiriied 
stFoug, and the Nasc^ conqiosite in- 
dex edged up 533 points to a close at a 
reooni 2326.19. Tbe Dow Jones in- 
dnstiial average closed 731 points 
lower at 9437.76, and die Stanctod & 
Poor’s 500 index fall 259 to 1,2^.75. 
Both indexes sec reconis Weifoesday. 
Decliniog outnumbered advan- 
ciug Goes fay a 2-40-1 ratio on the New 
Yod: Stock Exchange. 

A day afor the major stock 'in- 
dexes’ record closes, investors 
foimd reasons to take profits. 

**The maikri is relatively over- 
valued,” srid Henry Cavanna, a 
money manager for JJP. Morgan In- 
vesizneot Management Inc. 

Investors also were concerned by 
tbe deqxioiDg bod^ crig« in Bia^ 
tite lat]^ eooooiiiy to Larto Ami^^ 
where the Itoited Stales conducts ooe- 
fifih of its ttade. TWd Br arilfein 5aaiRR 
have ddayed debt payments to die 
federal gow Miuii eot, which will maka 
itbaixlerf<KBta 2 il to balance its boc^ 
and sqijxift its canen^. A coihqise 
the emrau^, the real, would mean 
Soutii Amos’s lat]^ economy 
ooukt boy fewer U.S. goods. 

The b eginning nftfifiifnpP BirJifTrfgif 
trial of Rresideoi BiQ Qinton in die 


Senate also weighed on sentimenL 
* ‘The inpeacbment trial is gotog to 
be a problem in the market; you never 

U.S. STOCKS 

know which way sentiment goes,” 
said Baccy Hyman, maricet stiat^ist 
at Ehrenbantz, King & Nussbai^ 
Still, many analysts sa id rhat de- 
spite tbe pullback Thursday and the 
high sto^ valuations, the market 
was likely to resume its rally. 

“Momentum is much too strong 
to expect a tot of risk,” said Steven 


Shritin. a technical analyst at Leh- 
man Brothers Inc. **Look for higher 
hi^ after a nsodest pullback.*^ 

Stocks related to the totemet 
raced ahead. AznazCHUcotn, the on- 
line bookseller, rose 20% to 158% 
and Yahoo!, the le»iiiig on-line 
search service, rose 29 to 320. 

Banking stocks also were strong, 
with Citigroup rising 4'A to 58%. 


But among the losers was Ba- 
ders, which fell 5 U16 to 20 after 
saying its profit would disappoint 
aiialysts because of slower sal^ 
J.C. Penney fell also warned that 
its profit would fen short bectnise its 
sries were slowing even as it lowered 
prices It feU 3 3/16 to 43%. 

In the Treasury bond maricet, the 
benchmark 30-year issue fen 31/32 
point to 100 1 1/32, taking the yield 


“Fears of SgTtemberaad October 
made peofde ter more pessimistic upto533pejceatfiom5.17percenr 
than tii <9 had to be” about financial Wednesday, as c o nyettog mtema- 
stocks, said hfichael Holland, a ttooal and corporate issues sapj^ 
money manager at Holiaiid& Co. demand. (Btmmib^.Reiaers) 


Risk to U.S. Economy Pins Down Dollar 


BlaombagNews 

NEW YC«K — The dollar feU 
against other majorcmreociesThuta- 
day on cMcan that a worsening 
Brazilian ecouteny would harnper 
growth in tiie Unt^' States, wbm 

mmufacfimng in alwatHy «In^g 

Brazil is the -largest economy in 
Latin America, where tbe United 
States conducts a fiffe of its trade. 

TWO Bramlian states say they win 
delay paying govemment debt, and 
the drain on national coffers could 
hanger the country’s efforts to sup- 
port Its currency aad cut the bnd^ 
deficit, as leqmred by tbe Intexna- 
tional Monet^ Fond to exchan^ 


foe inteniatioDal loans. 

“Brazil was the tdgg^ for the 
dollar’s decline, * * said Keisuke Aso, 
poan^er of foreign exchange tiad- 
tog ri Bank of Trign>]^tsubishi 
Ltd. 


FOBEIQV EXCHANGE 

going down, and because of Brazil it 
could get even wexse.” 

The dollar feu to 1 10.95 yea in 4 
PM. oadir^ die lowest level in. 
more dian two years. It traded at 
112.90 yea late Wednesday. The 
euro rose to $1.1705 from $1.1617. 
The dollar also fell to 137^ Swiss 


francs fiom 13926 francs. The 
pound fell to $ 1 .6510 from $1.6550, 
puUed down by an imerest-zate cut 
by the Bank of England. 

The drilar exteoded its losses 
U3. manufacturing is already . against tiie emo after Dois- 

ehbeig, president the European 
Centrri Bank, said he was hqipy wi th 
die eoro’s exchange rate ana tibat 
trading in Europe’s new cunency 
had '“fimetioned extremely well.” 
Also hurting the dtrilar was die 
beginning of the irnpeachment trial 
of Presid^t BIU ClintoiL Tradm 
said th^ were concerned the pro- 
ceedings maytiivert die attention of 


JACKSON. Misslss^ ~ MQ 
WorldCom Joe. enter the bidJt 
dit^ for AirTouch Oonurainicatioo^ 
Inc., a move that could drive up the 
price for tlte latest vdraless eom- 
pahy in die United States, sources 
fanuUar with the conmanies said. 

MCI WorldCom, the No. 2 U.S. 
long-distance conqwiy, has contac- 
ted AiiTtouch to eapr^ its inierest 
although it has nor made rii offer, 
the sources satoL 

Vodafone Group PLC, Britain’s 
largest cellalar-proDe concern, hss 
offered to buy AicTouch for about 
SS4 tnUion, or $90 a share, while 
Bell Atlantic Coip., the laig^ U.S. 
local (toone ownpany, has bid about 
$43 billicn, so u rce s femiliar whb 
die offers said - 

AhToudi would give MCI 
WrxidCom . 16.1 tmllion wireliess 
eusKxners in the United States and 
Europe, filling a pip to its _ 
pack^ teleconununicatiom 
Internet stevioes. But any bid from 
MCI WorldCom would constitute 
an abbut-fece for Bernard Ebb^ 
dte company’s dii^ executive, who 
has long said that. WorldCom's 
primary focus is on business cus- 
tomers who are not demanding 
wireless services. 

* ’Getting into wireless would 
take away fiom management’s fo- 
cus,” said Alan Hoffman, a senior 
portfolio managerat Value Line As- 
set Management, which owns 
223,400 Ma WorldCom shares. “I 
wottkllike to see them concentrate” 
on the fixed-line business. 

Officials at AirTouch and MCI 
WdrIdCmn declined to comment on 
the status of any discussims. 

Mamwsmann AG of CermangL 
declined to comment on repoits thp 
it was interested to bidding for Air- 
Toudi, wfauto owns a 35 percent 
state to Mannesmann MobUfuok 
GmbH. Vodafone backs a compet- 
itor, S-Plus MolMlfimk GmbH. 

. A Vodafone qiokesman. Mite 
Caldwell, declined to say whether 
tiie Briti^ conpany would raise its 
bid if MCI WwdCom or another 
coimany made a higher offer for 
AhTout^ 

AiiToach shares rose $2,125 to 
close at $8^ MCI WorldCom fell 
$3.25 to close at $75,125, and Bell 
Atlantic rose 124 cents to $56. 
Vodafone’s shares feU 50 pence to 
close at £10.70 ($17.72) in Lon- 
don. (Bloomberg. Reuters) 
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^Ivo Shares Jump on Report of Merger Talk 


__ ^‘"'f^^‘^smFiu»Dhpgfig. 

- Volvo AB-s 
that 

investment U.S. 

its car divisi^ ^ “^^^^^^ormerserof 

■ Volvo official S Sm??^ an unidentified 
and VoSg j2»“;Co^ Rat SpA 

mdf, vvhich 

y^vo decuned to discuss the report 

V<jTs^3'1hi‘-?''5‘^‘?''“'"'*'ationsa. 
voivo, s^d the interest m the renon haH 

stemmed tom the current wave of s^ularinn 
on consolidations in the auto industry. 


. ‘^We've got nothing against ioteraarional 
COOpefatinn,*'' said Tri^m_SpetV-,f iinri manag er 
at Sweden's Robiir, which controls S.9 percent 
ofVolvo's capital and 10 3 percenter the votes. 
"Robur has complete cMndeoce in Volvo's 
manageroenL" 

Volvo has spent the^«ist few years divesting 
nonaniomotive operations and is now beefit^ 
up is truck, bus and consmictioQ’equipment 
divisions' ihiODgh aniuisitions. The comply 's 
chief executive, Leif Jedtanssem. has said he 
expects Volvo's commercial operations to 
grow faster than its car uniL ' 

“It does make sense for Volvo to seek out a 
merger ch* acquisititm partner,'' said Neal Na- 
kama, an auto-industiy coosul^t at Auto- 
source. '“Volvo really is going be too small. 
Th^'re not going to have ctitica] mass to 
con^ie against global players." 

Mr. Naluma said Volvo's truck operations 
were its “'crown jewels." It is the world’s 


second-largest maker of heaxy trucks after 
DaimleiOuysltt' AG and is second in buses and 
third-largest in heavy construction equipment 
in the world. jBlnomberi*, Reiifcrsl 

■ Renault Plans Entry into Cihina 

Renault Is woiking on a plan to make or sell 
Megane Scenic cars in China that would serve 
as the base for an assault on that market, the 
automaker's deputy managing director, Fran- 
cois Hinfmy, said. Reuters reined from Par- 
is. 

Renault, which said its ] 998 worldwide sales 
rose by I5.S percent, has so far centered its 
expai^on in Ae ‘Mercosur countries in Sou A 
America, m Tuikey, where Renault has a mod- 
em plant, and m Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Knfray said the company needed an- 
other project in Asia as pan of its long-tenn 
objecDve to increase unit sales outside Western 
Europe. 


Legal Costs Sour Barclays Profit Outlook 


Bloomberg Ne*rs 

LONDON — Barclays PLC. Ae 
second-iaigesi British bank, said 
Thursday Aar its profit for 1998 
would be £76 million ($125.8 mil- 
lion) lower Aan its previous fore- 
casts because of a lawsuit brou^t 
by a former client 

Barclays was hit m the second 
half of 1998 by a need to set aside 
£250 million to cover losses on Rus- 
sian loans and Ae sudden resig- 
nation of its chi^ executive. Martin 
Taylor, whose successor has not yei 
been named. 

The bank said Thursday Ae set- 


tlement of a lawsuit filed in 1994 by 
British & ComraonwealA Hoktings 
PLC called for Barclays to pay that 

company’s ' admioistratoEs £116 
million, of which £40 million is ex- 
pected to be covered by insurance. 

The bank said in November it 
expected its 1998 pretax profit to be 
at least £1.9 billion. That figure was 
calculated before it setded Ae sun. A 
charge of £76 million thus would 
F^uce pretax profit by 4 peiceoL 
The bank's share price fell 21 
pence to close at £14.&7., 

Tbe suit arose from Ae advice 
that the company’s former invest- 


. ment banking unit, Barclays de Zo- 
ete Wedd Ltd., gave British & Com- 
monwealA on its acquisition of 
Atlantic Computer Systems in 1988. 
BoA British & Commonwealth and 
Atlantic Computer later went mto 
receivership, and the administrators 
sued the bank for breach of duties, 
originally seeking i^OO million plus 
mterest 

Barclays sold Ae equities and 
corporate-finance busmess of BZW 
last year, and some analysts say it 
should reduce- Ae fixed-mcome 
business of Ae remainiqg invest- 
ment bank, Barclays Capital. 


EU Unemployment Holds at Six- Year Low 


hi Om /-‘irw An 

BRUSSELS — Unemployment in 
^he 15-nation European Union held 
at a six-year low m November, ac- 
. cording to figures releasedl^ur^y, 
and Ae jobless rate m the 1 l-naiicxi 
single-currency area also was un- 
changed as slower growA hurt |xos- 
pects for new jobs in the region. 

Joblessness m the EU was 9.8pCT- 
ceni the same as m October, siaa the 
unemployment rate for the 1 1 coun- 
tries using Ae goto stayed at 10.8 
percent, aoconding to Eurostat, Ae 


EU statistics office. A yev earlier, 
Ae rates were lOJ percent m the EU 
and 1 1.6 percent in die euro zone. 

UnemplOTm^ m large European 
countries is Ailing slowfy, and econ- 
omists expect tiiat trend to continue 
as Eorop^ economies slow this 
year. The EU has revised its growA 
forecast for the euro zone to 2.6 
percent m 1999 from 3.2 percenL 

"The figures aren't surjirismg, 
because th^ reflect stagnant jobless 
rates m Ae bigger euro economies," 
said Karen Kricks-Bronnlieb, an 


economist at HSBC Trinkaus. 

Germany’s unemployment rate 
held at 10.6 percent m November. 
wiA joblessness rising by 4,000 as 
constniction-indusay employment 
fell. The December unemployment 
rate is to be announced Friday. 

French unemployment dropp^ 
to a Aree-year low of 1 1 .5 percent m 
November as Ae number of job 
seekers fell by 4,700. Germany and 
France together account for about 
50 percent of Ae euro zone’s econ- 
omy. (B/oomherg, Bridge /^ews) 


Strong Demand 
For French Bond 

Bfufas 

PARIS — France's first sale 
of government bonds denom- 
mated in euras was a hit with 
investors Thursday. 

The govenimera sold .^.43 bil- 
lion euros ( S3.98 NlUon ) of bonds 
due in April 2(X)9 and 370 milUoD 
euros of bonds due in April 2029. 
Bids fw the first issue ouistrii^ied 
the number of bonds available by 
a2J-io-l ratio, while bids ftrAe 
secofxl issue ouinunAensd the 
supply by 3 to 1. 

"It's Ae best auction I’ve 
ever seen," a primary dealer at 
a French bank in Paris said. 

Bond traders said a striking 
feature of the sale was that in- 
stiiuiional invesiors, notably 
from Japan and oAer Asian 
countries, were active buyers and 
Aat yields on the 1 0- and 30-year 
bon& that had been sold con- 
tinued to fall after Ae auctUm. 

Dealers had been worried 
that a sale of German govern- 
ment bonds Wednesday would 
crimp demand for the French 
i^ue. Germany sold 7.26 billion 
euros of lO-year bonds Wed- 
nesday to yieljd 3 j 71 percent. 


Duisenberg 
Says He Sees 
No Rate Cut 


By John Schmid 

iHirnuriimiil HrmkI Trihuni 

FRANKFURT — The European 
Central Bank, which this week toed: 
control of interest rates for Europe’s 
currency union, damped expecta- 
tions Thursday of an iminineni cred- 
it easmg to stimulate Europe’s cool- 
ing economy. 

Speaking after the first meeting of 
the bank’s govemmg council smee 
1 1 nations in the Eurr^iean Union 
introduced Aeir common currenc>’. 
Ae euro. Friday. Wim Duisenberg, 
president of Ae bank, rejected re- 
cent colls for a cut in lending rates b>' 
saymg Ae central bank effectively 
had adopted a neun^ stance. 

"There is no bias any longer m 
either Areciion," neither toward an 
increase nor a decrease in lending 
rates, Mr. Duisenberg said. 

"W'e see no lendmcy diat can 
force us to change interest rates for 
as far as w-e can see," Mr. Duis- 
cnbeig said, promismg to keep the 
bank's benchmark money-markn 
rate at 3 percent for Ae ‘ 'foreseeable 
fuiure." The latest calls for looser 
money came this week from Ger- 
many, Europe’s biggest economy, 
amid ^edictions of slowing growth 
in Ae euro zone and rismg German 
unemployment. 

. The iimuential DI>^’ economic re- 
search institute in Berlm justified a 
call for an easing of credit wiA a 
prediction ihai Ae euro zone’s econ- 
omy would slow to 1.9 percent 
growA Ais year Irom 2.8 percent last 
year. For Germany. Europe’s eco- 
nomic locomotive. OIW forecast that 
growA would fall hy nearly half. lo 
1 4 percent ftom 2.7 percent. 

Adding to fears m a- $lowdow*n. 
the German Federation of Labor 
joined the demands for lower lending 
rates wiA predictions that German 
unemployment for December would 
total 4 million people, up from 
million in November, when the gov- 
ernment released Ae data Friday. It 
also forecast Aat the country's joI> 
less total would continue to climb 
through February. 

Noting Ae smooA launch of Ae 
euro this week, Mr. Ouisenbeag ex- 
pressed satisfaction with Ae cur- 
rency's "successful" incepiioa 
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Very briefiy: 

• Target, the new European nH>ne>>iransfcr system, pnv 
duced some delays after banks made clerical errors, bonkers 
said, ’ne four-daviold system ;vocl*sscs euro iranMictinns 
among banks in the 15 rountrien in the European Union. 
Bankm expressed confidence that the sysieni would work 
well once j^icipants got used to it. 

• British .\irways PLC said a decline in its buMness-cIasN 
traffic was accelerating. BA shares fell 6 percent, in .^SS pence 
(S6.42), as analystji cut profit forecast^ tor the airline. 

• Britain’s capital-markets regulator asked ihe liquidator ot' 
Griffin Trading CTo.’s British activities to provide a timetable 
for distributing diem funds held by the colkipsc'd Chicago- 
based dearing-sen'ices firm. All of Griffin’s accounts have 
been frozen, effectively barring many investors on the London 
International Financial Futures Exchange front trading. 

• German retail sales stagnated in 199S and will rise oni\ 
marginally in 1909. the retail assiKiution HDE said. Tlie 
association said 1998 sales after adjustment for inflation 
would show a decline for the sixth consecutive year. 

• Jurys Hotel Group PLC's pretax profit rose 24 percent in 
the six months that ended Oct. 31. to 16.96 billion eurn*i 
(S19.70 billion), as room occupancy wys high and rates 
increased. The company, Ireland's biggest hotel owner, said 
revenue rose 18 percent, to 5S.S7 billion euros. 

• The Czech Republic's economy shrank about 2 percent in 
1998 as unemplov’meni exceeded'? percent, the Iniemaiional 
Monetary Fund said. 

• Wembley PLC< the company that operates the London 
spons stadium, said it had been approached b>' a potential 
bidder, whom it declined to identify. 
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTING 


Internet Mania Grips the Market 

^Day Trcuiers^ and Iheir Low On-Line Commissions Feed the Frenzy 


By Stevea Mufson 

WuMnjiwi RistSenice 


WASHINGTON •— Last wed;, a 
small Phoetiix-ba$ed company cdled 
SlgrMal] Inc,, which jnarkeis goods in 
airline in-flight magazines, ^ued a 
news release with a banner heatUioe: 
‘'SkyMall Internet Sales Up 600 Per- 
cent" 

Never mind that SkyMall’s Internet 
sales still amounted to just 3 percent of 
its total sales; investors went wild. In 
frantic trading that day, Dec. 28, 
SkyMaii soared as high as 548 a share, 
more than 10 times its price a week 
earlier. 

Was this a vote of investor confi- 
dence in the future of SkyMall? Hardly. 
Few investors were buying the 
company as a long-term invest- 
menL During thu day, each 
Sl^Mall share was bought and 
sold an average of mote than 10 
times. The trading resembled a 

game of musical chairs, with in- 

vestors striving to buy and sell 
their shares before ^ music* stopped. 
SkyMall’s chief executive was one of 
the biggest players, earning n^y $24 
i^Uion by seUing hundi^ of thou- 
sands of shares at an average price of 
$35 a share chat day. 

SkyMall is just one of the many 
companies in the midst of the Internet 
mania gripping the stock market. The 
shares of companies doing business on 
the Internet have given new meaning to 
the word volatility, featuring frantic 
trading of a small base of shares, heavy 
insider selling and press releases that 
contain more promises chan profits. 

"This may be the wildest bubble of 
the centuiy," said David'Dreman, a 
money manager who has written a book 
about stock-market bubbles fiom the 
aum craze of die 1920s through the 
computer-company euphoria of the 
1980s. 

The latest American gold rush is be- 
ing led by so-called day traders, in- 
dividuals who pan for quick returns by 
trading on-line several times a day. Em- 
powered by computer technolo^ and 
low on-line commissions that were not 
available two years ago, these people 
have fueled the sharp price rises of Net- 


related companies of all types, even 
when the to the Net are tenuous at 
besL vihiereas Internet companies say 
they expect to start turning in profits in 
two to five years, the average investor in 
on Internet company sticks around for a 
coimie of hours to a week. 

Since last week, shares of SkyMall — 
which has $ 6 S million in annual sales — 
have been losing altitude, though they 
jump^ again Thursday alter the 
pany named a veteran sales executive, 
Sandy Goldman, to direct its new Internet 
shaping mall unit 

*ne shares were at 521.75 in early 
trading, up $4,125. 

Meanwhile, the company's chief ex- 
ecutive. Robert Worsley. us^ the money 
he made selling his shares during 


The shares of con^anies doing 
husiness on the Net give new 
m eaning to the word volatility. 


last week's surge to exercise stock op- 
tions at a Imction of that price — $6.75 a 
share — doubling his SkyMall holdings 
at no additional cost just three days b^ 
fore the options were set to expire. 

SkyMalJ's genera) counsel. Christine 
Aguilera, said Mr. Worsley was “ob- 
ligated to use his best efforts'* to obtain 
financing to exercise the options, which 
bought out an early investor. 

One of the most stunning examples of 
the Internet craze was its impact on the 
fashion industry's stocks. 

Active Apparel Group, a small 
sportswear company that manufaentres 
under the brand names Everlast and 
Converse, saw its shares surge $10.25 
on Dec. 28 — an 820 percent increase 
— after the company announced that it 
had launched a Web site. The next day 
the stock jumped a further $7 .50. to $ 1 9, 
after spiking to S25. In two days, the 
shares available for trading had changed 
hands nearly 16 times. 

Bui for now. Active Apparel's earn- 
ings are largely the figment of active 
imaginations. In the first nine months of 
1998. the company earned $99,850, or 
less than 1 cent a share, on sales of just 
$12 million. 


In early trading Thursday, its stock 
was at $6.8125, up $1.25. 

Small compaities are not the only 
ones that have been swept up in the 
enthusiasm for business in virtual shop- 
ping malls. 

Take the blue chip of the on-line 
commerce business, Amazon.com. The 
unprofitable on-line book and music 
maiketer is trading at 200 times what 
analysts project its earnings will be in 
2001, Mr. Dreman said. Tl^ chances of 
those analysts knowing what the earn- 
ings will be “are about one in 50 bil- 
lion," be said. 

On Dec. 16. when Henry Blodget, an 
analyst at CIBC Oppenheimer & Co., 
p^icted that Amazon's shares would 
hit$4CH). the company 'sstock soared 19 

. percent in one day. The next day, 
Jonathan Cohen, a Merrill Lynch 
& Co. analyst, said the stock was 
worth only $50 a share. 

In the wake of the leap in 
Amazon's stock price, Mr. Cohen 

said: “It's fair to say that at this 

moment Amazon is probably the 
single most expensive piece of publicly 
traded equity, not only across the In- 
ternet space but probably in the history 
of modem equity markets." 

At Wedn^day's close, the value of 
Amazon's outstanding shares came to 
nearly $20 billion, substantially more 
than the value of Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
and nearly twice as much as that of J.C. 
Penney Co. Amazoq announced Wed- 
nes^y that revenue climbed to $250 
million in the fourth quarter, but it also 
said it had a far greater loss than in the 
previous quarter. But it also announced 
a 3-for-l stock split earlier in the week, 
and its shares in early trading Thursday 
were up $12 at $150. 

Skeptics about the latest Internet mar- 
keting rage say that, even assuming the 
market leaders can stop losing money, 
they still won’t make much more than 
ordinary earthbound retailers once com- 
petition increases and different firms 
stake out their shares of the marker. 

Among those who apparently have 
doubts are Amazon insiders. According 
to Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion records, nine Amazon directors and 
executives sold more than $60 million 
of stock in November. 


Euro Funds? 
U.S. Has None 


Bltfvmherft News 

SAN FRANCISCO — U.S. mu- 
lual-fund managers, usually quick 
to spot marketing oppommiries, 
have not yet created a fund for 
individuals to invest solely in the 1 1 
European countries that adopted 
the single currency Friday. 

Instead, they are leaving indi- 
viduals to choose from existing 
funds that invest across the Con- 
tinent, including countries that are 
not in the currency union, notably 
Switzerland and Britain, home to 
Europe’s largest stock market. 

Of the 22 U.S. funds for indi- 
viduals created in 199$ to invest in 
Europe, none is devoted solely to 
stoclu or bonds of the “Euroland" 
countries, according to Wiesenber- 
ger. a fund-industry research con- 
cern in Rockville, Maryland. 

"People are sort of t^ing a wait- 
and-see ariicude in cerms of ways 
they market or introduce new 
funds” based on the euro, said Hap 
Bryant, an analyst wiih Moming- 
star Inc. 

After five years of explosive 
^wth in the number of U.S. funds, 
managers are slowing their prolif- 
eration. More than 6300 funds 
were created over the past five 
yrars, bringing the total to 1 1,235 
with a total of 55 trillion in assets. 
The number of European ^nds 
formed last year. 22 . was a decline 
from 25 in 1997. 

But many choices exist: Wiesen- 
berger tracks 133 funds t^t invest 
in Europe. The best-performing 


European equity fiirKl 1998 was 
the Bartlett Euroi 


lurofie Fund, which is 
up 44 percent over the last 12 
months, compared with an average 
return of 19 percent for European 
funds, according to Momingstar. 


Europe’s Big- Stock Bias 

Single CtarencyTUts Scale in Favor of Large Firms 


By Matthew Lynn 

Bloumheri News 


But they aren't the only Internet com- 

E any insiders unloading their holdings. 

1 pan, that's because many Internet 
companies rely heavily on stock options 
to reward their executives. Some ana- 
lysts, however, said it reflected doubts 
among the people who knew the compa- 
nies KSt. 


LONDON — Europe’s new euro- 
based economy is about to undergo a 
gr^ equi^ boom — and France stands 
to benefit more than any.other European 
country. 

The boom will result from die. way 
capital is about to be redistributed. The 
creation of a single Eorop^ equity mar- 
ket will lead to a pan-Eoropean index 
along the lines of the FT-SE 100-share 
index in LoDckm, die DAX index in 
Frankfurt or die CAC-40 in IFhfis. This 
will free invesrors, particulariy the big 
pension funds, from restrictions that have 
forced them to invest primarily in their 
domestic maileet and will move funds 
into the new pan-Eurorcan mailcet. 

Big Ftench funds ww. not be moving 
into small stocks, however. Their money 
will go into big companies such as 
DatmlerOirysler AG or Mannesmann AG 
of Gennany . Similarly, big Gennan funds 
movii^ money into Italy will be going 
into Fiiu SpA or Telecom Italia SpA. 

Some market commentators have 
taken note of this prospective shift Dav- 
id Bowers, a curcqiean investment 
strategist at Merrill Lynch, 'in a recent 
commentary said the rise of new bench- 
marks had aln^y stimulated a "major 
rebalancing and diversification of do- 
mestic portfolios — a process that looks 
set to continue over several years." He 
added. "Not only could this undermine 
the demand for smaller-cap stocks, but it 
may also end up redefining whm are 
large- and small-cap stocks: a blue-chip 
in the Dutdh market may become a 
. midcap in a euro-zone maiket' ’ 

The potential flows of money could 
be big. In Germany, for example, just 2 
percent of pension-fund money is held 
in non-German equities. Diverting that 
pool into general European equities will 
make a huge difference. In Frwee only 
3 percent of pension fiind money is in 
non-French equities. In Spain, theflgure 
is 1 percent, and in Italy precisely zero. 
Those funds are going to stail looking to 
buy shares throughout the euro zone, 
and all are going to be chasing the big- 
capitalization stocks. 

So who will be the big winners? 
There are plenty of contenders, although 


there are regional differences: Some 
Eim^iean countries seem to be- good at 
producing huge companies, while oth- 
ers have profitable small companies. 

An analysis of the Dow Jones Euro 
Stoxx 50 index shows that 14 ot tlv*' 
issues in it are French. 1 1 are Germari. ' 
10 are Dutch, and 5 are Italian. That is 
hardly a 'reflection of Europe s real 
economy. Is France that much more 
important than Germany? Is the Neth- 
erlands twice as important as Italy, or 
three times as might)' as Spain? 'Pie 
French and Dutch may be good at bmld- 
ing coipoitiie giants, wliereas the Ger- 
.matis and ttaiians are better at creating 
medium-sized firms •that generate 
plenty of wealth and jobs but do not 
prow to the size where thejr will make it 
mto die index. 

That breakdchvn will certainly rein- 
force a long-standing British prejudice 
tiuit the euro is a French conspiracy lor 
redirecting the world’.s investment 
flows toward Paris; anticipation of that 
fact might be one reason the CAC 40- 
share index rose 30 percent last year 
despite the relatively depressed peifor- ^ 
mance of the French economy. / . 

The creation of Euroland stock in- • 
dexes will drive up prices of big-com- 
pany stocks wi^in the zone's .stronger 
economies, cieaiing inflated asset 
prices among the biggest companies. 

One result will be to drive capital into 
.Europe's core economies — France. 
Germany and the Netherlands — and 
aw^ from Portugal, Ireland or Finland. 
Unfortunately, that is the wrong direc- 
• tioo. It would be better if capital moved 
into the snuilier countries to mitigate the 
potentially deflationary effect of switch- 
ing to a currency that looks likely to be 
almost as strong as the Deutsche mark. 

The other result will be to direct cap- 
ital toward big companies and aw'ay 
from smaller stocks, which may get lost 
in tbe.flnancial stampede. But the cor- 
porate giants ore now obsessed with 
•‘‘resmicturing,” the polite term for fir; 
iitg lots of people. The one thing Euit^e^ 
will need desperately to ease the strain.^ 
of imposing a new currency on 1 1 econ- 
omies is a much higher rate of job 
creation. And jobs are created by small 
businesses that are growing, not by gi- 
ants intent on merging with each other. 
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HyundaVs Growth in a Shrinking Economy Raises Eyebrows 


Reaiert 

SEOUL — QosLngs and cutbacks are the 
biner pills South Korea has prescribed for its 
sickly conglomerates, but one could hardly 
tell looking at Hytm^ Group. 

Seoul last year ordered the country's five 
biggest conglomerates, or chachol, to ^ui 
down or self units and to limit their reckJess 
expansion, blamed for a deep recession. But a 
^ glance at company ilgures sluws Hyun^ as a 
.V contr^ to its four rivals. Although told to trim 
its sails, Hyundai seems to have consoHdaied 
its position as the nabon's largest cbaetol. 

“Nobody can prove it. but there are a lot of 
examples which would support suspicions 
about the govemmeni and Hyundai.^’ said 
Lee Phil Sang, an economics professor at 
Korea University. 

At the end of 1998, Hyundai had about 90 
trillion won iS77.3 billion^ in assets, com- 
pared with 73 trillion won at the start. This 
puts it far ahead of the second-largest chae- 
bol, Samsung Group. Despite having a debt 
burden nearly six times its equity. Hyundai 


made acquisitions in the auto, oil and bankii^ 
industries. On Wednesday, LG Group gave in 
to government pressure to allow to 

control a new semiconductor company that 
will be formed by merging LG Semicon and 
Hyundai Electronics Industries Co. 

Even government officials have made 
comnTcats about Hyundai's expansion. 

“I think Hyundu's recent expansion and 
investments run contrary to other chaebol's 
efforts,'* said Kim Tae Dong, senior sec- 
retary to President Kim Dae Jung for policy 
and planning. But the Blue House, South 
Korea’s presidential residence, and Hyundai 
have dismissed talk of any specb! favors. 

"^'hat favors?" a Hyundai spokesman 
asked. *'It's just a strange coincidence that 
many projects which we had pursued for a 
long time have borne fruit this year.' 

A plan to develop Nonh Korea— a project 
not expected to turn a profit for years — was 
the centerpiece of Hyundai’s achievements in 
a year of arduous reforms for other chaebol. 

Analysts expect the offspring of Hyundai *s 


legendary founder, Chung Ju Yung. 83. to 
lead to different areas. The result, they say. 
could be new satellite cha^l. 

Samsung did something similar a few 
years ago, wimung off two units, Hansol 
Group and (^ell Jedang Group. Ibey had 
been run by a sister and nephew of the group 
chairman, Lee Kun Hee. 

"Hyundai has recently paved the way for 
family property to be 'mherited,” said Rhee 
Namuh, executive d'lrector at Samsung Se- 
curities Co. 

Tbeco-chaifman of Hyundai, Chung Mong 
Koo. second son of the founder, recently took 
cl^e of auto operations, which now include 
Kia Motors and Asia Motors. Hyundai won 
the bidding for the two d(^t-ridden com^- 
nies in October and now accounts for nearly 
70 percent.of South Korea's car production. 

Many analysis say another co<hainnan, 
Chung Mong Hun. the fifUi son of Chung Ju 
Yung, will run the semiconductor and fi- 
nancial 'inierests. The patriarch's other sons 
and grandchildren are expected ro get dieir 


own pieces of the pie, too. 

Chaebol were nurtured by the late Pres- 
ident Pali: Oiung Hee afterthe Korean Wartd 
catapult South Korea out of pover^. 

Ine five main chaebol became intema- 
lionally known Ixand names in the 1980s. 
When die Asian crisis erupted in 1997. South 
Korea bad the world’s lim-largesr econc^. 

But the five chaebol seenud to expand 
more through ego than bu^ess sense. They 
were blamra for overcapacity and massive 
debts that forced Seoul to acc^t hai^ terms 
in exchange for a cash injection arranged by 
the International Monet^ Fund. 

Dae Jung, a dissident during mUitaty 
rale, was elected president at the height oftiie 
crisis and pushed chaebol into so-c^led big 
deals — forced business swaps in many in- 
dustries. This has led lo iiu^sistent^ and a 
hurried reform timeiable, Mr. Lee of Korea 
Univeisity said. Hyundai vowed to cut the 
nurnb^ of its affiliates to 30 from 63. But 
chaebol not just too many affiliaies but 
too much of eveiything, anal 3 ^t$ say. 


YEN: As the Japanese Currency Rises, Obuchi Calls for ‘Tripolar^ Arrangement 


Continued from Page 1 

i ^ otic from Japan and France means. 
Senior U.S. Treasur>' officials have 
' made clear they have no enthusiasm 
for a more targeted or fixed ex- 
change-rate system. 

‘**nie Japanese," said James 
Lister-Cheese, global strategist at In- 
dependent Strategy in London, “are 
clearly worried that the importance 
of their currency and their economy 
is going to dinwish relative to the 
two leading currency blocs in the 
world and that they are going to 
become country cousins, meaning 
they will have less influence when it 
comes TO G-7 type meetings and 
coordinated inieinational policy." 

Mr. Chirac, in comments to dip- 
lomats in Paris, said: “Greater sta- 
bility in foreign currencies is a ne- 
cessity. The globaJ economy has 
suffered a lot from sudden and ex- 
.cessive movements in the major cur- 
^ytncies.” 

' Mr. Obuchi called for a greater 
role fertile yen in a "tripolar’’ world 
financial sv’siem based on the dollar, 
the euro and the Japanese currency. 

"If Europe and Japan and also the 
United States cooperate, it will be 


possible to build a stable interna- 
tional currency regime.’’ the Jap- 
anese leader said. "We must co- 
operate toward that goal." 

.In Tokyo, meanwhile. Toyoo 
Gyohfen. an adviser to Mr. Obuchi, 
warned the United States that a large 
fall in the dollar was in nobody's 
interest. 

"1 would hope very strongly the 
day will come ^fore loo long when 
the United States recognizes the im- 
portance of and their responsibility 
to maintain their currency's inter- 
national value." Mr.Cyohiensaid in 
an interview with Reuters Televi- 
sion. He proposed that Europe. Japan 
and the Unitra Slates "continue con- 
sultations between them to find out 
what is the broad, acceptable range 
of exchange rates between their cur- 
rencies.” If they can publicly an- 
nounce that '‘this is the acceptable 
range,*' he said, “I think that could 
be a very important first step.'' 

Mr. Obuchi said he hop^ there 
.would not be "too much fluctu- 
ation” in the value ofthe yen against 
the euro. 

He noted that he had paid 135 yen 
to the euro for euro-denominated 
travelers checks on Monday but that 


the euro had since fallen to 13 1 yen. 

Analysts said Mr. Obuchi's call 
for a new three-way system, coming 
just days after the launch of the euro, 
signaled that the Japanese were 
frightened chat the yea could be- 
come irrelevant in a world dom- 
inated by the dollar and the euro. 
While the U.S. dollar and the 1 1 
currencies included in the euro ac- 
count for roughly two-thirds of 
world trade, the yen represents less 
than 10 percent of ihe.total. 

liie yen has been bolstered lately 
by the near-doubling of Japanese 
government bond yields in recent 
weeks, said Brendan Brown, senior 
economist at Tokyo Mitsubishi In- 
ternational in London. 

"This is very damaging for Ja- 
pan’s economy, which is still mired 
jn recession,” Mr. Brown said, not- 
ing that Japanese exports could suf- 
fer as a result of the yen's strength. 

The dollar was at 1 1 0.88 yen in late 
trading in New York on Thursday, 
down from 1 12.90 yen Wednesday. 

Mr. Brown and others scoffed at 
the Idea of coordinated policy, say- 
ing that while France, Germany. 
It^y and Japan might be united, any 
formal proposals would run into op- 


position from the United States and 
Britain. 

"Clearly in Europe, the French 
and German governments are in- 
terested in putting some sort of floor 
under the dollar in order oo cnaimain 
their exports," he said, "but I 
wouldn't think there is any U.S. or 
British interest in a formal regime. 

“'There could be a split inside the 
G-7 over this idea of a new world 
financial order, although Japan could 
get asreemeni inside G-7 for some 
son of exchange-rate coordination on 
the yen." 

Lister-Cheese said that from 
Tokyo's point of view, "a global 
coordinated range of currency tar- 
gets would protect Japan's interests 
in a geopolitical sense but also di- 
minish me risks of the strong yen 
playing a hugely negative role In 
Japan's immediate economic pros- 
p«ts.” 

Beyond the rhetoric, however. 
Mr. Lister-Cheese said Japan 
needed to act to prevent the yen from 
appreciating fuither, "or this will 
squeeze the last drop of potential 
recoveiy out of their economy.' * 

Mr. Obuchi will travel to Germany 
on Friday and Italy on Saturday. 


Sega’s Game 
Is a Sellout 


Bloomhein ^'en•s 

TOKYO — &ga Enterprises 
Ltd., which trails Sony Coip. and 
Nintendo Co. in ^obal sales of horrie 
video games, said Thursday it had 
been overwhelmed by demand for 
its new Dreamcast game console. 

Japanese stores have sold out the 
500.000 Dreamcast consoles that 
Sega shipped between Nov. 27 and 
the end of December, said Muoehiro 
Ummura, a spedeesroan for Sega. 
The company plans to deliver an- 
other 500,000 through the end of its . 
financial year in March, matching 
its initi^' projections. The player 
sells for about 29,800 yen ($264). 

But analysis warned that Se^ 
best-known for its Sonic the Hedge- 
hog character, had cleared only the 
fu^t of many hurdles in its race to 
catch Us rivals. Sony, which has sold 
about ^ million PlayStations since 
late 19^, holds a conunanding lead 
in a woridwide market valued at an 
estimat^ SIS billitm. Dreamcast is 
schedul&J to be released in the United 
Slates and Europe in September. 
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Very briefly: 
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• South Korea plans a "smail" cut in' interesr rates to try ro 
limit the rise in its currency and protect its export earnings, the 
central bank said. ‘ * We consider it necessary to cut key rates to 
cap the won's sharp surge, but thecut will be small." said Park 
Cheul, an assistant governor at the Bank of Korea. 

• Associated Cement Cos., India *s biggest cement company, 
canceled a planned sale of preference shares to Tata Group 
that was intended to raise 1.89 billion rupees (.$44.6 million) 
aj^ institutional investors protested that .Tata, which owns 
about 14 percent of Associated Cement, should pay more for 
a larger s^e in the company. 

• Singapore Tetecommunications Ltd. announced the 
plaru^purahase, valu^at 1 1 .6 billion baht ($32 1 .8 million), 
of 20 pe^nt of Advanced Info Service, Hiailand’s largest 
cellular phe^ operator. 

• Japan’s household spending in November rose 1 .3 percent 
from a y^ earlier, the first increase in 13 months; ofTiciais 
cited cut-price offers in shops across the country. 

• Hong Kong Tetecommunications Ltd., the dominant 
phone company in its region, plans to cut tariffs on its mobile- 
phone services by as much as 70 percent. 

•^China’s Economic Information Daily quoted Huang Jiolao. 
an economist with the Bank of China, as warning that many 
European importers may be more inclined to seek goods from 
within the euro zone ihw from China as the euro cuts currency 
risks and transaction costs. Bi.Hiuhi r^. ^p. OriJsi- Wh «. .\r'p 
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Korda May Face 
2d Drugs Hearing 

TENNIS The International Tennis 
Federation will seek a one- year ban 
for Petr Korda, tbe Ausiialian Opco 
champion, Brian Tobin, the iTF 
president, said Thursday in Penh, 
Australia. 

Kofda tested positive for the ster- 
oid Nandrolone at Wimbledon in 
July but escape a ban. 

Several of Korda's leading rivals 
criticized the federation for not im- 
posing the one-year suspension 
contained in its rules. Tobin said the 
decision was made by an independ- 
ent ^^?eals body appointed by the 
ITF. 

He said the federation planned to 
appeal to the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport in Switzerland widiio 10 
days. (AP) 

• At the Hofxnan Cup in Perth, 
Maitiiui Hingis kept Switzerland in 
contention Thura^y when she beat 
Lin^y Davenport, the American 
who dethroned W as world No. 1 
last year. 

Hingis beat Davenport in the 
singles and then, teamra with Ivo 
Heubergerte, beat the U.S. pair of 
E>avenport Jan-Michael Gam- 
bUl in the doubles to give Switzer- 
land a 2-1 victory. (Reuters) 

• Yevgeni Kafelnikov, the No. 3 
seed, wasted four match points 
Thoraday and lost, 3-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(12-10). to Hicham Arad of Mo- 
rocco in the second round of die 
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Anna Koumikova of Rusna on 
her way to defeating Li Fang of 
China, 6-1 6-4, Hiiursday in the 
Challenge Cup in' Hong Kong. 

Tlliite Wms Final Award 

FOOTBALL Reggie White capped 
his illustrious career as The As- 
sociated Pr^ NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year. 

White, who planned to retire^a 
year ago. play^ one last season 
with the Green Bay Packers and led 
the NFC wife 16 sacks. He easily 
outpoUed John Randle, fee Min- 
nesota tackle.. (AP) 

Couch Hums Professional 

FOOTBAU. Tim Couch, the Uni- 
vetsiQr of Kentucl^ quartoback, 
will pass up his senior year to enter 
fee NFL draft Couch was to an- 
nounce his ^ddon Thursday, a day 
ahead of die deadline for underclass- 
men to declare for the April draft 

Kris Fanis, a UCLA tackle and 
fee Outland Trophy winner, 
entered fee draft We^esday along 
wife Amos Zereoue. the West Vir- 
ginia runni^ bock, and David Bos- 
ton, die Ohio State receiver. Shaun 
Alexander, fee Alabama nunlng 
back, will remain in schooL (AP) 

Rookie Wins Slalom 

SKIING Benjamin Raich, a 20- 
year-old rookie, came firom 23d po- 
sition Tliursday to win die night 
slalom in SchhuliniDg, Austria. 

Raidi put 'in ablaang second run 
to take the lead. 

The steep and twisty course 
claimed seven of fee top 30 racers. 

Raich, at his first fiiU season on 
the Worid Cup tour, completed the 
two-nm race in one minute, 3332 
seconds. Pierrick Bourgeat of 
France was second, 0. 1 2 of a second 
back. Kjetil Andre Aaxnodt of Nor- 
way was third in 1:3331. (AP) 
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A Sigh of Relief as NBA Clears Up for Shortened Season 


The Assodaied'Prea 

NEW YORK* — The National Bas- 
ketball A$sociation*s board of gov- 
ernors unanimously approved fee set- 
den^ wife die ^yecs* union 
Thursday, clearing the way for die sea- 
son to'start in earfy Febru^. 

The 29-0 vote the owners came one 
day after die National BaskediaU Play- 
ers' Association union ratified the agree- 
menc to end a six-mootb-old lockout 

Tte vote was not immediaieLy an- 
nounced by the NBA, but it was cmi- 
. finned by Richard Peddie of the 
Toronto R^nors’ ownexsb^ group. 

The board of governors is made up of 
one representative from each of the 29 
ownersh^ 

The lockout remain in effect undl 

the agreement is put into written form, a 
process feat could take up to 10 days. 

*‘We can exhale now, wifeout a . 
doubt," said Alonzo Mouming of the 
Miami Heat. *The deal is done, and we 
can Just focus our mind right now on 
starting back up again." 

Before the season can begiiL there 
will be a three-week frenzy as teams 
scramble to fill rosters, make trades and 
sign some of the 200'fiee agenB while 
nmning abbreviated training camps that 
will open around Jan. 17. 

The free agents include Michael 
Jordan, who lu£ talked about retiring. 
Under terms of the new agreemenL 
Jordan, who made about $33 million last 
year, could le-sign with the Bulls for 
about SM.7 millimi. No other team can 
offer him more than $14 million. 


"Michael is ^oing to analyze the 
deal, see what Chicago wants to do and 
then make an infomiKl decision," said 
his agent, David Falk. ‘T'm not certain 
'whai his time frame-is." 

Mike Vnse of The New York Times 
reported earlier: 

An abbreviated NBA r^Iar srason 
of^ut SO games — there are 82 gan^ 
in a fiill season — will begin no earlier 
than Feb. 2, with a foil complement of 
playoffs b^imiiag in early May. The 
regoiar season co^ be exMuled (me 
to two weeks, but the pfeyoffs win cer- 
tainly end before July 4. 

The games not ^yed this season 
translate into total player salary losses 
of tfeont $400 million; let^;uewide rev- 
enue losses also ran into the hondreds of 
millions of dollars. 

The crux of fee disagreesnent fix' fee 
past six moiufas has bera how .to divide 
fee $2 billioa in annual revenue due fee 
league generates. 

Although both sides made smne coa~ 
cessions at the end, fee league achieved 
its main goal of containing fee contracts 
of high-salaried players, and it received 
some oiqirecedeatd concessions fitxn 
fee tininn 

The league won a marimimi salary 
pcovbioiL No other ptofessioc^ sport 
has a limit on individual salaries. 

It also ftiiminatiari scxne of fee loop- 
holes to its salary cap feat had sent 
salaries slQrocketirig m the last five 
years, and it refosed to yield to fee 
union’s request for a greater perc en tage 
of revenue. 





About-Face for Imperious Commissioner 

New York Times Service 

N ew YORK — With a salvaged Vantage Point /HAKvmr AwMxoM 

season and unprecedented nnkm ^ ^ 

concessions in his pocket, Da^dd of his tarnished product. Stem finished talk ofprincrole; One bv one. fee olavers 


New York Times Service 

N ew YORK — With a salvaged 
season and unprecedented nnkm 
concessions in his pocket, Da^ 
Stem took fee fongest plevabK* ride of 
his 15-year life as commissi<aer, from 
fee low ground he bad taken in dealing 
wife his desperate players, to fee 2Sfe 
floor of fee Eifoi Avenue high-rise 
where about half of them were waiting. 

Stem had with him his loyal deputy, 
Russ Gianik, and two National Bas- 
kttbal! Ass()ciadon seenri^ guards, 
Horace Balmer and Larry RichardsoiL 
He had a message feat he wanted to 
shore, one last hand to play, but to did 
not know what awaited him Wednesday 
afE^oon inside the law office of Weu 
Gotsbal & Manges. 

There, atout 200 of the National Bas- 
kefeall Association’s players glm^sed 
in David Sresn’s face what they had 
never once 'seen across the bar gaining 
table. They .saw doubt 
"When he first walked in' ’ said hfick 
Anderson of the Orlando Mag^c, "you 
could see feis funny look on bis face, 
like be was feinking, *What kind of 
reception am I going to get?’ He had to 
be thinifing, *What do ^y tfiinlc of me 
being here?’ " 

A few players, Charles Oakl^ for 
one, did not think much, did not want to 
bear what Stem to say, and left. Most 

of them remained, though, as-Stem 
the ice 1^ intrcxfocing Granik as "the 
designated bad guy," beftxe launching 
into a speech abemt how fee day had 
marked fee end of a long blocxl fmd. 

"He said thank you to the players for 
saving fee season and thank you to Billy 
Hunter and Patrick Ewing for 'being 
courteous durii^ fee n^otiatiems,"' 
smd Kevin Johnson, who is about to 
become a free-ueot guard in what 
promises to be a freewheeling January 
market "He said, ‘It’s oor time to get 
back mgether.’ And then he sa^ 
‘We’re all part of fee same family.’ " 

. Back on fee high road, back in control 


of his tarnished product. Stem finished 
to a round of applause. 'Wtat a difference 
fee muninent letnm ()f a payche^ a few 
dozra adori^ fans in fee lobby and a 
slightiy less imperious Stem had made. 

In ^ end, Imowing he had fe^Iay- 
ers where he wanted them. Stem &a]Iy 
moved off fee mountain he had climbed 
atop last month. He accq>ted an life- 
hour ara>eal by Hunta, fee union's 
coraeiM executive director. He dnw 
fee players fee necessary collective bar- 
gainmg scraps feat afi(>vred feem a inea- 
suie of dignity, and after voting ov^~ 
wbelmingly to play, they were ba^ in 
the mobb^ lobby by late afternoon, 
feeding on feeir f^e. 

The play^ wore small blue buttons 
inscribe with the wrxd "solid," and 
tried feeir best to discount the thaL oo 

top of half a season’s pay lost, they had 
swallowed cost controls that wiU r^uce 
many top salaries by teas of rnUlioos. 

Gone was fee mood of defiance, fee 



DoabnenMFP 

David Stero, the NBA oommismon- 
er, after meeting with the players. 


talk of principle; One by one, fee playm 
descended fiW fee ^fe £l<xx, and sm^ 
no, they did not have anyfeii^ pecsema! 
against Stem. Tltis was abont business, 
and he was doing his job. 

*'We had players woridng for us,’’ 
said Michael Ci^, a member of the 
players’ negctiatiDg committee. *’Dav- 
id was on ^ strings of the owners.’’ 

This was an mteresctng, new portrayal 
of Stem, as the baskefeall owners* ma- 
rionette. I^yeais, while corntnisriooers 
in ofeer srarts were {nUoried as owner 
stooges. Stem mana{^ to cast himself 
as tte qiiritnal leader of fee global bas- 
kefeall revolptioiL lefoeseatiag alL 

"Easy Dave,’’ he pnee called him- 
self. Tte players* partn^. Then his 
le^ue grew more crowded, more cor- 
porate. At the end of the ceomiy. Stem, 
more than a comnussibner, now goes 
about his work like any ofeer cold- 
blooded (feief exeendve officer. 

"A tyrant, a bully." one’ of fee 
agents, Steve Kaiifmann, said, when 
asked bow players might now view 
StenL “But thm, feey're so relieved 
they probebfy won’t even care." 

Like any other calculating executive, 
Stem realked feat, in fee md, people 
just have to work. 

Once, when Stem was a lisii^ ytMiog 
attorney at a New Yc^ firm, he mdpto 
bono woric for a gtoim in his town, T^- 
neck. New Jers^. Ine group was en- 
gaged in a lanrinwric lawsuit agmnst teal 
estate brokets accused of racial steering, 
fee fllegal practice c^sheywhm vriiites aito 
blacks hoi^ m distinctiy (liTOtent areas. 
Stem he^Md win fee lawsint, but soon 
left Teati^ for a less coiitentioDS town, 
Hpfining success in more upscale ways. 

"Ea^ Dave" always ttW to be one 
of fee guys. On Wednesday, fee finish 

h^S^^ mri^marched up fee street, 
bc^yguaids on bofesides. 


The Fine Print of League’s Agreement 


Wtshaisian Post Service 

Detcdls of the tentative collective- 
boargauung accord between the Nation- 
al Basketball Players Assodadon and 
the NBA: 

Length of a g teemenl: Six years, wife 
league option for a sevendL 

Eeerew eystems Takes effto in the 
foorfe year of the deal to allow owners 
to adireve more cost oertaisty on tiieir 
biggest annual expense; the salaries of 
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ceeds an agreed-upon level, fee Irague 
will get back, dollar for dollar and with 
interest, fee amount of the overage. Any 
remainittg money will go back to the 
players, wife interest. 

Sa i T caps A ceiling of $30 million 
this season on team payrolls, $34 mil- 
lion in 1999-2000 and at least $353 
million in 2000-2001. Then, in the es- 
crow years, the cap will be 48.04 per- 
cent of revenue for the previons year. 

■tevamw apKta No linm to the ainotmt 
players can receive in fee first dnee 
years. Players receive a maximum of 55 
perceiu in years foor, five and six; 57 
percent if league exercises (^on for 
seventh year. 


llajiiiinaii salaricK $9 million, $11 
mfllinn and $14 Tnitlion guaranteed in 
first year ()f fee deaf depending on fee 
number of years in the leagne. Playeis 
currently above fee liiiiit can receive a 5 
percent increase above enneat salary in 
the first year, of a new contFact 

Wniinuna sdarica: The league in- 
creased the entiy-level mininunn and 
both sides con^romised so diat any. 

S layer at minimiim salary is guaranteed 
1 million goii^ into his Uth seasm. 
K£nimom «alan^ above $500,000 will 
be paid from a leagnewide fiind, pro- 
tecting older players firom bring cut so 
teams can save money. 

Length of fadividuci eontraeta Seven! 
years for players with fee Larry Bird 
excqdioa, a provision that allows a 
team to exceed its salary cw to re-sign a 
player; six years for aU ofeer free 
iSsats. 

Amoal pay merenscs: 12 percent for 


Bird players, 10 percent for all odters. 

Execpiionc to —lary eapi AU teams 
' will have fee tight to sign three ad- 
ditional playeis eveiy two seasons, even 
if they are over fee salary cap. Teams 
over fee Hmir Nill be able to si^ one 
player year under tfig ‘'middle- 
class exception," for unto $1.75 nul- 
Roa in the first season, ihe teams also 

• ran use 80 CTwring $J millin n hiannnal 

excqrtimi to sign playexs under die new 
agreement. 

Rcoidc wage ccnlc: Three yean wife ' 

an (^tiott for a fourfe year and a right of 
fiirst refusal when a first-round draft 
clxnce becomes, a free agent after the 
fbmfeseas(XL 

Drag policy: hfruijoana has been ad- 
.ded to the Ust of banned drugs, and 
violators are now snlgect to rebifeUi- 
tadon p ro gram s, fines and . snqien- 
sioiis.- 

'.Ptagor natecoBdoefa Ihicieased penal- 
ties fox drunken-dtiviDg violations, not 
ifepoitipg after a tcade, and nussipg prac- 
tices a^ public au pearances. 

MUBonaBoooailftayers will continue 
to be abte to n^otiate a coniract vriiose 
ocNiditioas rilow dieffl to (^ out of die 
tenns, becpn^ a firee agent, within ' 

' certain Innhatioos. ’• 


Slif PwpfMrfAP 

BQIy Hunter, director of the play- 
ers’ muon, after reaching accord. 

In fee end, die union was left to t^ to 
keq> smxie of fee tmns fe^ had provmed 
its playen fee highest average salary in 
pro ^xxts, S2.6 nullkuL It riso adiie^ 
hs scued priori^ of signifi^dy bte- 
tering fee economic position of its 
rnkldle-ciasspl8yera,fe(^ck»etoeam- 
the median sa^y of $13 aiilli«L 
The union will receive 55 peiceat of 
total revenue toward salaries m fee last 
three years of fee seven-year d^. T^ 
was than die playeis had hc^ied for. 
StiU, it was better dian fee pFoqiectof no 
season and many more millioiis of dol- 
lars in lost payebedu. 


Given that the NBA came j^ously 
elore to becciming fee first major spmts 
lettue to an entire season to labor 
siiue, many players considered fee sur- 
prUe amtouncement Wednesday frxtn- 
nate. 

‘T got a call at 6 A.M. in my hotel 
room t^ rooroing and I couldn’t be- 
lieve iC' said Joe Kleine, a free-agrat 
center. "We. will finaUy play a^io- 
Now we have a bi gg er job ahe^ (X us: 
getting our fans back." 

JfCleme was one of fee 179 players 
who caspe to New York on Wedae^y 
for a vote called by the unton’s n^ 
gotiati^ ctxnmittee. 

David Stem, the NBA cemanissioner, 
had zqected fee union’s final prc^osal 
Monday, and Billy Hunter, the unioa’s 
executive (lirector, suocurnlung (O xniem- 
ai aiMl esuenial pressure to h^ a vote, 
summemed die {wvecs to New Yoik. 

Though he 8^ he still cosisidered the 
cjwiiers* (>Ser iiiadequate. Hunter said he 
would put fee issue before the general 
memboship. It was a risk^ move feat 
might have led to io. di^ un- 

ion, prompting it to resume discussions. 
Aniid talk of mounting displeasure, the 
players flocked to New Yim unsure of 
fee parameters sunoqndiqg a vote. 

But what was suroosed to result in a 
tense and potentially divisive difeate on 
fee unloads positUm instead turned into 
scenes of relief in azxl around fee Gen- 
eral Motors Building on I^ Avenue, 
where fee players gadiered at the 
offices of TO unioa's law fixm. . 

Hundreds- of repexters and fens 


mingled inside and outside the building, 
fighting to talk to the playeis as few 
exited the building after voting. 179^^ 
to approve the agreenamt, utoh the!.- 
iiwiinimn uft (ecommendation of its ne- 
gotiating conuxiittce. 

"Did we blink?" Hunter said. *T 
guess we both - 

IhedectsiyetaUcsbeganltiesdayam 
Hunter asked one of the unaxi's wtside 

counsels to go (>ver to the teuue’s offices 

in-fee evening to meet vrife the deputy 
conimisskmer, Russ Granik, and present 
several concessions to tiw league. 

Ne gw inting secretly in a conference 
room at iheleague’s Olympic Tower 
offic^ fee two sides exchanged a list of 
their desires. When they came to a dis- 
agreement, Hunter said, they moved on. 

In reaching an agreemem with the 
lei^ue. Hunter avoided the heated con- 
ftontations that could have taken place 
with 21Q of the league’s 430 players in 
onetoomond under somuchstrain. Wife 
finanrialfotures arid playing careers de-. . 
pendent on fee outcome of a vote,^y-^" 
ers were concerned before fee ccninon- 
' tariftn WedoKday that teammates Would 
be pitted against each other. 

'nie was avoided. But the 

Hnmag#> of tlus laboT disputc on tite 
union, could Unger. 

After agreeing to a deal that many 
argue is (mly minimally better than fee 
one the league had been offeriiK all 
along — and at a cost of almost $600 
million in player salaries — Hunter's 
leadership bax been put into question, 
anri his future is unceitain. 
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Mkliael Olowokaiidi of Italy’s Kinder Bologna, left, ahnftrtn g over 

Antonio Morales of PAOK Satonika on Thursday. A day after the NBA 
disinite was settled, Olowdkandi, a center, becanie the first Na 1 pi^ in 

the NBA draft to make profosskmal debut outside North America. 

No. 1 Pick Stays in Europe^ 
And Loses on His Pro Debut 

(HauokandiMayMssStartofHisFirstNBA Season 


The Assodaed Press 

SALONIKA, Greece — The Na- 
tional. Basketball Association’s top 
(haft p^ is sta3rixig in Europe for die 

time being. 

Mkfeael OlowcfoandLtiieNo. 1 p'ick 
in tile June -NBA draft, jmmed to the 
Italian team Kiiuier Bok^n^ the final 

diQ« of die lockcxiL He will stay wife 

die European club rfiarnpinn 

nntil Frix 15, the team raid Thnrs^y. 

• The 7-fbot-l (2.16-mrier) center 
from Pacifte Uxiiversi^ rnade his pn>< 
fossional debut Thursday for Kinder 
in a Euro League game against PAOK 
Salonika of Gre^. He scored 14 
points as Bologna lost. 71-57. 

"He has a cxratract with' ns until 
Februaiy* 15," sard Roberto Brun- 
amemti, vice president of Kinder. 
"We have many important games be- 
fore then." 

Asked if fee center would leave as 


soon as his time at Kinder is up, Bnin- 
amonti said: "He mighL’’ 
Olowokandi, 23, jo'med fee Italian 
team 'Diesciay, signing a deal with an 
escape (danse tiiat allows b»m to leave 
MOT after Feb. 15. Olowokandi was 
dra^ by fee los Angeles Clippers. 

Marco Angrisani, a Kinder spokes- 
mart said Olowokandi would honor 
his contrary "no mawp-r whaL" He 
^d fee club hoped to keep him until 
fee £i^ Final Four in Anrii. 

out on top in the 

battle of NBA centers in Brigiade. W- 

s Rrf Star, whittii been last in 
E, beat Zalgiris Kaunas, for 
wnom Arvydas Sabonis was malrmp hi« 
77-^ ESvac scored 16 poinis. 

1 ^ Negro, a guard who 

played for the San Antonio Spurs last 
wm say wife Kind£^ rival 
Bologna at lease until 
Jan. 31, his team sa^ Thursday. 
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Magistrate 

Jails Madrid 

Coach on 
^Fraud Charge 

CMvOeitvCrSaffPMmDir^l^ 

MARBELLA, Spain -— Jesos Gil, the 
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on sospicioa of fonDeling pablic niMiev 
to Atletico de Madrid, the soccer team 
he owns.. . y 

Judge Santiago Torres, an investi.- 
gatiog magistratein the Medhenanean 

resort, ordered Gil held witfaoiit bail 

alleged embezzlemeot and hand, Span- 
ish news agencies rroorted. ' 

Gil’s lawyer, Jose Sena, said he 
would file an appeal and 
charges against his client 

GU, speaking to rqiortexs as he 
entered prison in the town of ASiaiixm 
de la Tone in Malaga Province, dis- 
i| the judge’s move. 

“ “Everything is fine, and I am re- 
laxed,"tesaid “lam going to jail. Thi« 
way tbe lynchnig canqiaign against me 
is over.” _ 

A Spanidi aim-cou uption prosecntof 
saidth^was evidence that in 1991 and 
1992 Gfl diverted 450 milli nn 
(S3.1 minion) to Atletico Madtic 
In October, police raided the Mar- 
bella ci^ hall and the team's offit^ in 
Madrid. No.turests were made. 

Gil is also waiting to out how 
much he will be fined fbr accusing the 
chairman of Bmceknia, Josep Duis 
Nunez, of “bnjmg off* rd^ees. A 
court ruled tiiat Gil mul made “insidions 
insinoations” and “directly offensive 
commCTts” dndi^ a radio interview. 

nuHCE Ihe Wodd Cop finala in 
France last year inade apretax mieratiiig 
jorofit of 3^ miUioa fr^cs ($m. 9 mil- 
nn), sources close to the l^nch gov- 
unment said Thursday. 

Following, tax^ arid payment to tiie 
European Union of a fiM for irreg- 
ularities in ticket sales, the net pr^t 
should be about 200 million francs, ^ 
sources said. 

The World Cup organizing cammit- 
tee4s to be dissolved Tkiesday, exactly 
sU mondis aiW France beat Brazil, 3-0, 
in the fiz^ operiing proceeding for the 
distznnition m pirmts. Some will go to 
the Fnadi govemmenl. which qient 
about 5 l»31ion francs on infrastructure 
for die toumamenL 
fnULYJuventD8,(dayingwidi 10 men, 
scoieda late goal to gain a 1-1 draw widi 
AChfilaninafiocely-cauipaUiveSeDle 
A mab^ Wednesd^. . 
hfilaiit donunated-fi^ first half and- 

1 . to<dc die kad vnth apeaalty by Deme^ 
l^bertim. . Daniel. Fonseca leveled for 
the Chariton in the 84di mmtitB 
Paolo Mrniem, the Juventus deE^^ 
received a ted card after €7 nunutes fa* a 
handball Bwashis 12thiedcRcdiaSede 
A, a record. Mratem had been tied widi 
Oiusqipe Bergomi, who has played 19 
seasons widi Inter MilatL 

Alberto Zacchetoni, the f^lw coach, 
yaid be was nnb^ipy with his team. 

“I gave my players a real good taOc- 
ing-to,” he said. “You can’t (to what 
tb^ did in tte second half, whidi was 
for evetyo y to fall back and tty to 
This team was boilt to atta ck , 
and ttiat’s the mentality 1 want peo^e 
here to have: Attack, then g() for the 
then go f(Y the third goaL 
“I want them to play lilce they did in 

the first half, when mey had Juveotns on 

the topes.” (Reuters. AF, AFP) 



An Identity Crisis for NFL Europe 

Despite Many Ahnnni Playing in the U.S., League Is Struggling 


By Mike Carlson 

Special to the HemUTiAw 


S«>id Ult««ifeVne AaddMed 

Hie pothers’ Radek .DvtMYdc, fore^tnmd, racing past the Avalanche 
defenseman Eric Messier in a game tiiat ended in ‘a 2-2 tie. 

(Miormeau Aids Stars’ Cause 
WithFirst Goal in 44 Games 


L^IDON — Many oi the players 
COIOpetiflg in the N&rinnal I wtfhal? 
League’s divistonal playo& this week- 
cod win be doing more trying to 
reach the SimerBowL They will betrytog 
to enhance the crediblliiyrfaleague that 
fields teams thousands Smiles away. 

These are players who served an ap- 
prenticeship in the NFL Enn^, 
formtfly known as the World League oS 
American FootbalL Afterjun^ears and 
seven smsotts, the league is sffl I _ 
for survivaL Its coniiacts with die 
and Fox television will end after the 
1999 season, and the league has 
straggled financially. But it has suc- 
ceeded as a training ground for NFL 
players, eqieeiaUy quarterbacks. 

Yet few in die United States seem to 
notice. 

The matchup Satniday between the 
Denver Broncos and the Miami Dd- 
phins will showcase 11 NFL Europe 
veterans. They include Mark Dixon, the 
Dolphin guard who relaunched his ca- 
reer and wem a W(^d Bowl ring with die 
Frankfurt Galai^ in 1995. He even- 
tually made it to Miami's starting lineup 
as part of Coach Jimmy Johns's at- 
lenyt to upgrade the team’s bloddng 
against the ran. Twoochtf former World 
League offensive linemen, John Bock 
and MDce Shetdcxi, are also with 
Miami 

Should Miami get to the Super Bowl, 
Dixon could beceme the sixdi jdayer to 
earn both Super Bowl and World Bowl 


m^. 
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The Aspoekaat Preat 

Guy Catbonnean ended his scoring 
dron^t witii perfect timing. I£s first 
god m 44 games txOke a tie with 6:49 
remaining and pot tite Daflas Stars on 
conrse for a 6-4 victory over tte visiting 
Vancouver Canucks. 

“Iknow I'm not going to seme 20 or 
30 goals' like I used to.*’ said the 38- 
year-old center after hdping the Stars 

to tiidr 15-game unbeaten streak. “Bnt 
when you go tiiat toog without scoring, 
yon lu^ your shot 
“Tcmi^t 1 had a good chance, took 
my time and sccaed on it” 

Carboanean lifted a leboond over the 
fallen Canucks’ goaltendcr, Gartii 
Snow, for his first goal since March 29 
to give tile Stars a 5-4 lead. 

Jm Ldtinen added an insurance 
goal witit 4:35 remain^. 

- *.lAs excited as. the players-are about 
die win, they’ve even mexe excited 
about Oobo's gooL*' said Ken Hhch- 
oock, file Dallas coadL 
Yanoouver, vrinefa kd 2-0 alter toe fiist 
period, loditt sevenfe stiai^gBtDB. 

taMton t, IM Mwi 0 Ron Tagnutt, 
die Ottawa pialie, bad a shutout as die 
Senators .esaended dirir unbeaten streak 


to ax gacnes. Tbgmitt made 24 saves as 
die Deflcm feded to score at booK for the 
first time smee Felix Potvin, tfae Tcrooto 
goalie, blanked them last Jan. 21. 

In die second period, Tugnutt made 
two big saves pa Steve Yzerman and 
two more on Martin Lapointe. 

DMfa ^ Ransars 1 Randy McKay 
scored twice and Martin Brodenr made 
some game-saving stops as New Jersey 
won. in New York to continue its dom- 
ination of the Rangers. 

The Devils have not lost to the 
Rangers in 13 regnlar-season games. 

. Brodeur made 30 saves, including 
efforts against MacLean, Adam 
ives and Wayne Gretzky. 

S WiHl iMfa X. Airahnrhi S ScOtt Mel- 
lanby tied die game with 39 seconds Idt, 
die second (if two third-pertod goals diat 
gave Florida a tie in Duver. 

Florida |»lkd its goalteoder to put a 
sixth -<Jcater on die kc and was rewarded 
vhen MeDanl^ deflectedhis gamo-tyii^ 
gori past Caloiado!s goalie, IMkrc Ikois, 
after a long sb(X by Robed Svehla. 

Wiiia liMiMi ITiiiln T f*~~Ti 

scored 29 seconds into ovotime, 
Buffrio a covadtiack vtotocy m 

Dixon Ward lost his balance behind 
the NCghty Ducks' goal, but managed a 
pass to Pwa, who slaimiied a past goal- 
tender Guy Iteben. 


of his Denver opponents, Chris 
Banks, a guard, and Gec^e Coghill, a 
safera, already have both. 

“Tte Super Bowl ring is the ulti- 
mate,'* said Co^iill, who won the 
World Bowl with the Scotland Clay- 


mores in 1996. “But the World Bowl 
ling means more to me, because that 
was jny teariL*' 

Keith ’Daylor, a starting defensive 
tackle for the Broncos, went bead to 
head with Dixon in 1995 whik mricing 
the cMrverrion from linebacker to tackk 
far the Barcelona Dragons. 

“He was a nan^,*’ said Sam 
Clancy, a former NFL. player and the 
Dragons' line coach, “it’s no coinci- 
dent die Broncos won the Super Bowl 
after they added Keith and Neil Smith 
from die Chiefs last year.” 

hi sphe of the nunfoer of players they 
have sent to the NH., ofiii^s of NFL 
Euix^ are perplexed by the lack of the 
league's reco^ti<Ni in the United 
States. The two most celdnated recruits 
from other leagues this season have 
been Doug Flutie. the Buffalo quv- 
terback who returned from the Canadian 
Football league, and Orende Gadsen, a 
Miami wide receiver who had bem 
playing in a U.S. udoor football 
Jeague. 

don't Imow what we've got to 
do,” said Jack BickneU, head coach of 
the Barcelona Dragons. “Doug Rutie 
comes back from Canada, and everyone 
takes notice. Oto^ Gadsen makes it 
from the Arena League, and everyone 
says, 'Wow.* But Ifoe are dozens ^ 
our players malring an inmact this se^ 
son, without any fanfare.' 

BickneU, who coached Flutie at Bos- 
ton Collie, says another of his quar- 
terback prot^ds, Jon Kilna at Seattie, is 
a g(X)d example. 

When Kim took over from Wanen 
Moon as die Seattk Seahawks' starter, 
many were amazed at the poise shown 
by an unknown player from Central 
Washington University. 

**Tbey forgot he to^ the Dragons to 
tfaeWorld Bowl tide in 1997 and was the 
MVP of the chanqnonship game,” 


BickneU said. “He had a foil season of 
pro experieuce as a starter already.” 

Thm were 1 39 ex-NFL Europe jday- 
ers in the NFL this season. A growi^ 
number were starters, including six 
quartobacks. 

Quarterbacks may be the key to NFL 
Europe's survival. Scott MiichelU the 
Detroit Lions* starter, played in for the 
Orlando Thunder in tte W<wld League 
in 1991-92. Brad Johnson, a former 
Loncton Monarehs* player, was the 
Minnesota Vikings’ starting quarter- 
back and threw four touchdowns in the 
season opraer before injuries gave Ran- 
daU Cunningham the (Opportunity 10 turn 
in a brilliant season. 

The Vikings have seven ex-NFL 
Europe fdayers, includ^ Everett Lind- 
say, who biock^ for Ktina in Barcelona 
and pn^bly has shorter odds than 
Marit Dixon of doing the championship- 
ring doubk. 

Jamie Martin, an NFL Europe alum- 
nus. riiowed the value of gaiw-tesied 
backup quarterbacks wben Marit 
Brunell, the Jacksonville Jaguars' 
starter, was him. 

But NFL Europe's success in de- 
velopi^ players only highlights its con- 
fused identity. Is it a developmental 
lea|ue, an overseas exhibition or a mar- 
keting device for promoting American 
football? Can it do all three to the sat- 
isfaction of its various masters? 

The World Bowl drew 49 JXK) fans to 
Frankfurt last season as the hometown 
Galaxy lost a German derby to the 
Rhein Bre oS Duesseldorf. Both teams 
showed operating profits, and with a 
highly successful domestic amaicur 
league. Germany has repbeed Britain as 
Europe's gridiron hotbed. 

This was reflected when the league 
suspended the itumey-losing London 
franchise and added a third German 
team, in Berlin. 
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Steinbrenner Makes Peace with Berra 


TheAsiocitiudFms 

NEW YORK — Joe DiMaggio, 
■ fighting cancerin a Florida hospital, 
perauaded George Stembreoner, tiie 
New Yodc Yank^ ownCT, to end lus 
feud w^ Yogi Bena, a focmer Yan- 
kee l eai nma te of DiMa^gio’s. 

After visiting DiMaggio, Stein- 


bremier fkw fiom Florida to New 
Jersey to meet Bena. 

Tlw feud began when Steinbrenner 
fired Berra as manager in 1985. 

“Fourteen year^ I'd say, is long 
enough,” Berra said 

“Yogi is ahj^y principled man,” 
said Stembreioer. “Inussedop.” 
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Home on the Plane 


PA 


By Sam Howe Verhovek 

Nr»- York Tma Sen'ice 


E 


H illsboro, Oi^od — 

Bruce Campbell has 


heard ail the jolses, Oiaok you 
veiy much. He knows he has 
bought himsftlf a real fixer- 
He knows his project 
never fly — not anymore, 
that is. guests come to 
visit at his new home, they will 
inevitably ask wheflier th^ 
have to keep their safety belts 
fastened, and whether it is 
time to retimi their chairs to a 
locked and upright poshkm. 

Those are the kin^ of com- 
ments a man will ^et when he 
buys a used Boemg 727 to 
live in, which is exactly what 
Caxnpb^ has done. The 
liner. which lo gg ed 43,000 
flights in nearly 30 years of 
service for the Greek earner 
Olympic Airways, now sits at 
the muddy fairgrounds of this 
suburb west of Portland, dis- 
mantled into four sections: 
the lS3-foot-longmainbody, 
the tail and the two wings. 


Those sections will soon be 
moved by tractor-trailer to 
Camjfoell’s wo^ed property 
12 nmes away, where they 
wiR be reassembled and 
tunied into a man's castle. It 
is, as CampbeU, a 49-year-old 
electrical engineer and self- 
proclaimed ^‘lifelong nerd.'’ 
enthusiastically describes it, 
“an aerospace-quality sealed 
pressnre canister with struc- 
. tural attribntes that would put 
a common home to shame." 

Or, as a real estate broker 
might put it, the roof will nev- 
er leak. 

Campbell's plans for the 
plane, which he bought from 
a salvage company for 
$100,000, have genezated 
few complaints from neigh- 
bors of his rural proper^, 
where he now lives m a trail- 
er. Many there seem for more 


wcMtied about the creeping 
sprawl of subdivisions than 
the prospect of a 727 parked 
amid his 10 acres; wbtfe it 
will be largely obscured by 
smds of Douglas firs. 

The new home currently 
has no power at all: The sal- 
vage ooumany removed the 
jets and ^ot of other equip- 
meni just after it made de- 
livery to Campbell with a fi- 
nal fli^t of the 727 into the 
Hillsboro airport two months 
ago. B ut he a&^y has all the 
permits he needs to turn the 
plane into his home. 

Most commercial airliners 
come to an ignominious end. 
Chice tiiey are out of service, 
the bulk is melted down for 
scrap, a jnocess that Cazxysbell 
raiu an “incredible waste." 

In rare instances, though, 
part of a fuselage will be used 
to bouse students in a remote 
school district or perhaps 
serve as a restaurant And at 
least one other person has 
done what Campl^ plans to 
do. Jo Ann Usseiy, a retired 
hairdresser in bfississippL 
bou^t a Coniinentid Airlines 
727 a few years ago and 
turned it into what she calls 
her "dream home," with 
three bedrooms and one and a 
half baths. 

Campbell has removed die 
overhead storage bins from 
all bnt four rows of the orig- 
inal seats, some of which still 
have die safo^r instruction 
card and a "motion discom- 
fit" bag in die pockeL He has 
sold seats for SSO a row. 


□ 

It is possible diat he will 
build a deck on vop of one of 
the wings once the whole 

S lane is put back tog^er. 
ut maybe not 
"I want it to look like a 
fully operational aircraft," he 
e:q>lained. "Hiey look so 
sexy when they’re complete 
and clean." 


American ^Geisha’: Culture Shock in Japan 


By Sheiyl WuDunn 

New York Times Seniee 


^OKYO — It appears to be the 
Great Japanese Novel: the tale 


of apoor fisheiman’s daughter who 
parlays a pair of beautiful gray eyes 
into a career as one of Japan’s most 
bewitching geisha, setti^ a record 
price when hef virgini^ is auc- 
tioned. 

But the story actually was writ- 
ten in Eziglish fyan American man, 
Aithur Golden, and published in 
1997 as "Memoirs of a Geisha." 
The novel, which has nient 38 
weeks on The New York Times 
best-seller list and has a 


m 


26 foreign lai^ages, is 'finally be- 
ing prepared m publication in Ja- 


pan this year. 

The problem is that turning the 
Great Japanese Novel into Japa- 
nese turns out to be a go^ deal 
more difficuli than anyone had ex- 
pected. and the Japanese are likely 
K) be among die last people who get 
toreadiL "llierehavebeenalotQf 
problems, a lot of difficulties with 
this novel,’’ said Yoshild Nishi- 
}^una, the translatiod editor at 
Bongei Shunju, the Japanese pub- 
lisher. 

Colloquial English has to be 
rendeiea in various J^ianese dia- 
lects. Japanese-sounding Ameri- 
can exprasioas have to be nimetl 
into propa Japanese idioms. The 
elderly voice cn the g^ha, Sayuri, 
has to be distinct from the youdifiil 
one, and the characters in the fish- 
ing village of her childhood need to 
sp^ the right local dialect. 

lire difficulties with dialects, and 
especially of accurafoly portraying 
the refin^ scarcely Imown Japa- 
nese used by ^ geisha, led four 
translators to reject the job after they 
read the noveL But there was a posh 
for a speedy transktioa frmti the 
Japanese pewle involved in die pro- 
duction of a version of the book, 

to be directed by Steven Sf^bog. It 
now seems that die book will not 
come out in Japanese until late this 
year. Moreover, Che film has been 
delayed, lifting some of the pressure 
for the Japanese oanslazioa. 


A year ago, Nishiyama turned to 
Talcayoshi O^w^ a scholariy ex- 
pert in American Iheratiire, to tians- 
ronn the novel into Japanese. 
Ogawa, an Eigli^ profossm’. em- 
baiked on it soon aftoward — be- 
tween classes three days a week and 
odier translation projects. "This is 
a oDce-in-a-lifetime experience for 
me," Ogawa said. 'T knew it 
would be difficult, but I also knew it 
would ^ve me lots of pleasure." 

Ogawa and Nishiyama acknowl- 
edge duu they were a bit at sea in 
woddng on dre novel, fn* neither 
had ever met a true geisha. 

"For noost of us, geisha axe not a 
pan of oor lives," C^wa said in 
his thoughtful, delib^te English. 
"The gusha life, the geisha cra- 
ditioo — Arthur CJolden knows 
those things, and I don’t. I thought 
it would be hard to translate." 

Ogawa realized that be did not 
know enough about geisha to raider 
the novel into credfole Japanese. 

The tradition of geisha — re- 
fined and artistic entertainers who 
dance, play musical instruments, 
exude chann and sometimes share 
their bodies — has lasted for more 
than two centuries, and their li- 
aisons with Japanese samurai and- 
poUcidaos are^eodary. 

"The J^janese, they must view 
diis whh s<xne fxisIemenL” 
Golden said in a lelepfaone inter- 
view fiom Boston. "Th^ most 
think h a strange diing that an Amer- 
ican man has writcen this book." 

To complicate dre translatitxi, 
Golden’s sioiy is not just about any 
geisha. It is about the geisha of Gion, 
in the ancient capital of Kyoto. 

Gion has fewer dian 100 geisha 
these days, a tiny fraction of its 
numbera decades ago, and it is 

still famed for its teahouses, its 
narrow streets and its role in Jap- 
asrese tradition. "Gion is a very 
special place for the Japanese." 
said Nuhiyama. "It’s a very 
private area. The language is veiy 
special." 

For starters, Ogawa had to learn 
the geisha expressions of Gion. 
Having the gosba speak in more 
ordinary Japanese would have 



"You’ll have no dri^ fish for su 
weeks." Tb Ogawa, "six wecla” 
$mmd^ too precise, too business 
like . and not veiy Japanese. So Ke 
plans to change it to "a-month." 

"It new occurred to nw dut 
someone would be translatu^ it; 
into Japanese," said Qoideii. ’Td 
probabty.have been a lot more sdf- 
cd^ious than T already was." , ' 

Ogawa needed a contact ciosett^ 
Gion. It took a great dieal of 
sling for the translators to 
meir way into a geisha cscle,' "We 
had to use eveiy connection we 
could," said Nishiyama.. And . 
helped. 

Nishiyazna asked a friend in the 
peistmael dqiaitment of h^ com- 
pai^ to comb tire company fiv any ' 
ties to Gion. ExaqKrat^ he 
voiced his frustration to a lecqh 
tionist, who happened to hwea' 
friend in the sate dqMrtmeot who 
just mis^t know someone in Gion. 
He did, and th^ found one Con- 
nection. . . 

Meanwhile, a foonergeishacoii^ i 
tacted Nishiyama as a candidrie fiv 

the iranslatitm job. Nishiyama 
couldn’t offisr Ite the- job, 
signed her on as a key consu W, 
another connection to Gion; Then. 
NkhWama. -umiied . to fritsids ttf 
Golden’ 

witii a Gion-bom' 
who introduced him - to 
woman, a fonner geisba. 

With diese three ties, Ni&hiyaitia 
^ ^awa made their firsrpil. 
grim^e to Ghm to see the world 



. .V? 

IMLintkirt HmIa 

Arthur Golden, the author of "Memoirs of a Geishn.’* 


seemed oui of place to a Japanese 
reader. Ogawa said. 

Golden uses the temi "d^ut" 
for the time a young apprentice 
makes her first appearance as a 
^sha and becomes a member of 
mat world. After a bit of di g gin g , 
O^wa discovered the appropriate 
J^»nese term, misedashi, wltich is 
not generally used outside of Gion. 
SirrSariy, there is a special Gion 


temi, (hMiwne, for making a new 
geisha known in certain cii^es. 

Now. Ogawa has built a ^ta 
base of Gion phrases, culled from 
books, articles and other resources, 
which he stores in his computer. 
And diera are many other phra^ in 
the bo<A: that deimuid deOberadorL 

At one point in the sfoiy, the 
mistress of the house where Sayuri 
lives in Gion setrids a maid, saymg. 


anese. It was September, and 
Ogawa was more than haZfmy 
through his translation. 

Aimough Ogawa eiqiects to fin- 
ish- the ganslation by March, the 
book, which will probably be cidled 
"Sayuri" in Japanese, is nor sched- 
uled for ■ ■■ ■ 

ber.But 

ify is more imponam 
"If a Japanese reader 'fineb a 
strange eiqxessiOA in the transla- 
tk»u the story would lose thefower 
of reality,*- Nishiyama said. 
would lose dre power of the Sctioi&i 
itself." 



f 



PEOPLE 


J APAN’S Emperor Akiluto marked 
a decade on the Chrysantiremum 
Throne on Thursday and visited im- 
perial tombs to commemorate die lOfo 
anniversary of the death of his fadik^. 
Akihifo, 65. accbmi^nied by Empress 
Michiko, prayed before Emperor 
Hirohito’s tomb at Musashino Mauso- 
leum on the outskirts of Tc^o. Other, 
private commemorsuive rituals were 
plaoned. In die 10 years since succeed- 
mg his father, Akihito has sought a new 
role for an imperial household duu over 
the years had lost mudipf its appeal to 
die your^ier generation. 


ineBater, Sidney Bechet, Cole Porter 
and Man Ray, the Smithsonian Insti- 
tutien’s 1997 exhibitirai *‘Tte Jazz Age 
in Paris, 1914-1940" is taking to the 
road. Three reduced versions of the 
origin^ eattii featuring nearly 100 
evocative images of artists and emer- 
tainers. posters and other memoarabilia 
will visit 20 states. The show hig^ghts 
the coniribunons to jazz of American 
eiqiairiates. 


in the 1970s and retains an international 
celelxity riahis for her idealized por- 
trayal of human i^ysical beauty. 


Uveied vdth his uademark de^pan grin, 
and went on to foe TV sitcoms "The 
Bob Newh^ Show*.* and **Newbart"| 


□ 


Bob Newhart has a star in the Hol- 
lywood Walk of. Fame. Newhan 
launched his career in 19^ wifo his 
ifomedy routine utilizing a one-man, 
twO'Way leiqihQDe epaversation, de- 


The S6fo Venice film festival )^ be 
held from Sept. 1 to 11, foe organizers 
said Thursday. U will be the first under 
Alberto Barbers, who succeeds FeliC«( 
Laiidadio as director. J 


□ 


O 


j Enc Pcfcitnn/AgcWLC FMwr-nc«e 

KEEP ON TRUCKIN* — Jumber Lezhava, a university professor from 
Geor^a, passing the Paris Bourse on Thursday as be continued his ^ort 
to bicycle across 227 countries. He has, he says, crossed through 147. 


The country music star Tanya Tude- 
er has accepted a marriage proposal 
from foe songwrirer Jerry Laseter, a 
Tucker spokeswoman said. The couple 
udll exchange wedfong vows in a chapel 
Tucker is having built at her home near 
Nashville, Tennessee, for the ceremony. 
They have not set a datB. 


□ 


Showcasing lumlnaHes like Josepfa- 


The photographer and Nazt-era pro- 
paganda filimnaker Leni Riefonstahl 
has deckled to visit Germany's first 
retrospective exhibition of her woric, 
encouraged 1^ the public’s positive re- 
action to the show. Riefenstahl will visit 
foe Film Museum in Potsdam, on foe 
outskirts of Berlin, before foe exhibit 
closes Feb. 28, a museum spokesman 
said, according to Berliner Moigenpost 
new^per. Riefenstahl. 96, was a pari- 
ah after World War II for making Nari 
films such as ‘Triumph of the WiU," 
bm regained a measure of respect 
for her photosof the Nuba tribe in Anica 


Metallica Plreparesfor a Black-Tie Gig 


The Associated Press 

S AN FRANCISCO — The heavy metal band MeralUca has a new gjg, wifo 
the San Francisco Syrr^ony. About 100 symphony members will back foe 
biuid and foe composer Michael Karaen for two perfbnnances of all-Me^ica 
songs at foe Berkeley Community Theater on April 21 and 22. 

Kamen, who has wotted wifo Oavid Bowie, Clapton and Pink Floyd, 
says foe Metallica prqjea has been in foe works for two years. ' ‘This is not going 
to be foe easy-listening version of Metallica,"’he said. “The idea is to have 


Metallica be Metallica and tiie San Francisco Symphony be foe San Francisco 
more in common th^ ^re are differences." 


Syii^hony. I foink there’s more 

What to wear when the metal crowd meets foe black-tie bunch? "Maybe 

Metallica will be in black tie and foe orchestra will be in began l^rs Ulrich, 

foe drummef. "Black leadier," foe lead guitarist Kirk Hammett chimed in. 
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You never know where your next business toea wiH come fiom So use AT& I vA/-*k. ^ . 

Rus you'll ahvays have foe optren of an ooerator who speaks your language. AH rt takes is your AT&T 


5k - ^ 




Steps to follow for easy calling woridwide: 

l-JiBc dai die AT8T Access Number fijr dw country 
you are csliing from. ai 

2. Dial che phone number you're calling. 

3. Dbl your card number. 



ATnT Access Numbers' 


Craaee* ....... 


Aufoiao..... I 


•..00400.1311 SuidlAnbliO. 

Sri. 

EgypretCairo)*..-, .JIWOO taiye .SwfaerfMd« .0600494011 


..020.795411 


Gemamr. 0I3MQIO Runfa (Mosew)> T5SJ041 Oiited KhSSm a + 0500494011 





' 


1 , 


; 


, ^ ... United KlngdOfn A + 050049401 1 

FeraccessninnbersnotHstedaboi^askanyoperarerfarAraTWreeeService,orvts^^ lt‘s all Within’ your reach 

www.acc>coiTi/braTeier 
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